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Fighting for Faith and Nation
Dialogues with Sikh Militants
Cynthia Keppley Mabmood

“. .. a stunning presentation of
narrative ethnography, achieving the
remarkable feat of forcing the reader
to enter into the world—and the world
view—of those whom most of us
would regard as terrorists. The issues
this book raises cannot be ignored.”
—Mark Juergensmeyer,

University of California

Going beyond such easy labels as
“fundamentalism” dnd “terrorism”
Mahmood shows how complex and
multifaceted the human experience of
political violence can be. Drawing on
her extensive interviews with Sikh
militants, she presents their accounts
of the human rights abuses inflicted
on them by the state of India as well
as their explanations of the
philosophical tradition of martyrdom
and meaningful death in the Sikh faith.
Series in Contemporary Ethnography
320 pages, £17.95 pb

Media and the
Transformation of Religion

in South Asia
Edited by Lawrence A. Babb
and Susan S. Wadley

This volume of provocative essays
explores the effects of the religious
transformation taking place in India
as sacred symbols assume the shapes
of media images.

352 pages, 23 b&w illustrations,
£15.95 pb

— University of Pennsylvania Press

Hierarchy and Its
Discontents

Culture and the Politics of
Consciousness in Caste Society
Steven M. Parish

The first-hand accounts included in
this volume illustrate how Newar
Hindus struggle with ambivalence
regarding a system that fills their
everyday lives with injustices and yet
is viewed as a moral basis for
traditional Hindu civilization and as
a part of the natural order. Hierarchy
and Its Discontents records
ambivalence and dissent along the
margins and at the heart of the caste
system, documenting both acceptance
of and resistance to definitions of self
and society imposed by caste ideology.
264 pages, 2 maps, £16.95 pb

Contesting the Nation

Religion, Community, and the
Politics of Democracy in India
Edited by David Ludden

Animated by a sense of urgency that
was heightened by the massive violence
following the destruction of the Babri
mosque in Ayodhya on December 6,
1992, Contesting the Nation explores
Hindu majoritarian politics of the last
century and its dramatic reformulation
during the decline of the Congress
Party in the 1980s. Twelve prominent
scholars from India, Europe, and the
United States provide perspectives
from various fields, comparing trends
in India with ethnic, religious, and
cultural movements in other parts

of the world.

320 pages, £18.95 pb
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Fantasizing the Feminine
in Indonesia
Laurie |. Sears, editor

The stories of Indonesian women have
often been told by Indonesian men and
Dutch men and women. This volume
asks how these representations have
circumscribed feminine behaviour in
colonial and postcolonial Indonesia.
352 pages, 17 b&w photos

£16.95 pb

Phantasmatic Indochina
French Colonial Ideology

in Architecture, Film,

and Literature

Panivong Norindr

This reflection on colonial culture
argues for an examination of
“Indochina” as a fictive and mythic
construct, a phantasmatic legacy of
French colonialism in Southeast Asia.
Asta-Pacific

240 pages, £15.95 pb

Borders of Chinese
Civilization
Geography and History
at Empire’s End

D. R. Howland

Howland explores China’s
representations of Japan in the
changing world of the late nineteenth
century and, in so doing, examines the
cultural and social borders between the
two neighbours.

Asia-Pacific

360 pages, £21.95 pb

Shadows of Empire
Colonial Discourse and

Javanese Tales
Laurie ]. Sears

Shadows of Empire explores Javanese
shadow theater as a staging area for
negotiations between colonial power
and indigenous traditions.

352 pages, 23 b&w photos,

£15.95 pb

Chinese Modemism

in the Era of Reforms
Cultural Fever, Avant-Garde
Fiction, and the New Chinese
Cinema

Zbang Xudong

Blending history and theory, this
book offers both a historical narrative
and a critical analysis of the cultural
visions and experiences of China’s
post-Mao era.

Post-Contemporary Interventions

496 pages, 12 b&w photos

£20.95 pb

Marxist Scholarship

Tani E. Barlow, editor

This impressive and lucid study
displays the widely divergent
trajectories of thought that stem from
Asian studies and Asian production of
Marxisms and, at the same time,
exemplifies the New Internationalism
in scholarly research.

A Special Issue of positions

390 pages, £11.00 pb
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‘New in Paperback

Mountain
of Fame

Portraits in Chinese History

John E. Wills, Jr.

Through biographies of China’s most colorful and
famous personalities, John Wills displays the five-thou-
sand-year sweep of Chinese history from the legendary
sage emperors to the tragedy of Tiananmen Square.

“[A] spirited and highly intelligent book. . . . There
is high drama, cruelty, and excess in many of these
stories. . . . And there is also wit and charm mixed
with the telling of great events.”

—Jonathan Spence, The New York Times Book Review
Paper: $16.95 ISBN 0-691-02674-2
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