
For this task, Schmied-Kowarzik explains how the present approach on the “dia-
lectical relationship of human beings to nature” (pp. 151–192) provides the most
advanced basis for dealing with today’s ecological problems of existence. It also fol-
lows from all this that demands for more environmental protection, or, for example,
solar and innovative technologies, cannot solve the basic contradiction that has been
grasped. In view of the driving logic of exploitation and the growth imperatives,
“scientific-technical or political–legal measures”, even state intervention or national-
ization, can only delay the catastrophe (p. 126).

Finally, beyond world conflicts, there is the threat of humanity’s self-destruction,
exterminism through weapons of destruction, and the irreversible destruction of the
biosphere. In view of this, it is summed up: the “concrete utopia” of a radical change
proves to be “the only horizon of hope for the continued existence of humanity”
(p. 132). Even more, therefore, consistent efforts are needed in the “invariant direc-
tion” (Bloch) towards the “great project of conscious humanity” (p. 189), for which
there is “no certainty” (p. 132) of success.
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EROĞLU, ŞEBNEM. Poverty and International Migration. A Multi-Site and Intergen-
erational Perspective. Policy Press, Bristol 2022. v, 126 pp. £47.00.

Academic interest in migration and its effects has been increasing over recent
decades. Throughout the twentieth century, European powers came face to face
with cultures often only known through colonial interrelations between countries.
The increase in migration in the twentieth century resulted in many studies focusing
on multiple effects within the country that served as the country of destination for
those migrating. Migrants were motived by several factors, including political and
economic. In the case of the latter, what happens in the country that migrants
leave behind? Eroğlu’s Poverty and International Migration examines poverty as
both a reason for and outcome of international migration. She does this by comparing
three generations of “settler” migrants, all with Turkish ethnicity. In this comparison,
migrants spanning multiple destinations were connected with their returnee and
stayer counterparts living in the country of origin (Turkey). This approach is unlike
that taken by most studies in the literature on migration, which focus on migrants and
settlers in the country of residence (European countries such as Germany, the
Netherlands, France, Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden).

Poverty and International Migration is the first study to investigate the extent of
group and generational differences. In doing so, it draws on sources of monetary pover-
ty and is based on an adaptation of the resource-based model. The resource-based
model is adapted by means of three major innovations. First, by taking a multi-site
approach, this study allows the settler and the return migrants to be compared with
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their stayer counterparts in the country of origin. This approach provides rare insights
into the economic benefits and disbenefits of international migration. Secondly, using a
nested survey design, the author was able to follow family members of migrants and
stayers until the fourth generation. This led to an unparalleled intergenerational per-
spective that allowed the author to explore generational trends in migrant poverty, as
well as its direct transmission from parents to their own children, across three genera-
tions. And finally, unlike most quantitative studies on migration, Eroğlu’s book takes a
theory-driven approach to understand the root causes of poverty among migrants. It
does so by using theory-driven frameworks developed in her earlier work,1 while aim-
ing to deepen our understanding of international migration contexts and to inform the
statistical models that one might use in similar research. Eroğlu utilizes the definition
on poverty from the Eurostat (2010) threshold, which is set at sixty per cent of the
equivalent median income of the country of residence.

Eroğlu’s book comprises six chapters and constitutes a unique contribution to
both the academic and public debate and to the literature on international migration.
The first chapter serves to introduce the book. The second chapter provides an over-
view of previous findings concerning the incidence, persistence, and sources of
migrant poverty. Eroğlu positions her research within the wider historiography on
the relationship between poverty and international migration. Chapter Three explains
the methodological approach to and the definition and measurement of migrant
poverty. Chapter Four outlines the key features of the research population and the
sample used, and the research design and methods used by the 2000 Families
Survey. Chapter Five presents the results from descriptive and probit analyses of
the survey data and provides a narrative to these. Finally, Chapter Six concludes
with a discussion of their implications for theory, research, and policy, and offers
some remarks on the research limitations and the scope for further research.

As Chapter Four shows, this study is centred on four questions. First, do the set-
tlers and returnees differ significantly from the stayers in the extent to which they
experience monetary poverty? Second, are subsequent generations more or less likely
than their male ancestors to be monetarily impoverished, and were there significant
generational differences between the three groups? Third, are adult children with
poor parents significantly more likely to experience monetary poverty than those
with non-poor parents, and to what extent do adult children from the three groups
differ in the extent to which they escape parental monetary poverty? And fourth,
what do any of the observed differences between groups and across generations tell
us about the poverty consequences of international migration?

These research questions and the inclusion of important theoretical approaches
resulted in four hypotheses. First, the risk of exposure to poverty is expected to be
highest for settlers and the lowest for returnees. Second, the settlers residing in coun-
tries with more generous welfare states are unlikely to fare better than their counter-
parts living under less generous welfare regimes. Third, the settlers from subsequent

1Şebnem Eroğlu, Beyond the Resources of Poverty: Gecekondu Living in the Turkish Capital (Farnham,
2011); idem, “Extending the Resource-Based Approach to Livelihoods: An Urban Application to Turkish
Gecekondu Households”, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 37:2 (2013), pp. 769–789.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2013.01205.x.
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generations are unlikely to fare any better than the first-generation stayer and
returnee counterparts. Fourth, intergenerational transmission of poverty is likely to
remain strong among all groups, except for the returnees.

As mentioned above, this study draws on the 2000 Families Survey and a two-stage
screening in 2010 and 2011. Several techniques were used to generate the database,
such as face-to-face interviews and phone interviews.

The 2000 Families Survey charted Turkish family genealogies of male ancestors
who moved during guest-worker years and their counterparts who remained in the
country of origin, up to the fourth generation. This means there were two samples:
a Turkish one and a European one. Five regions in Turkey were used for this
study: Acipayam; Akçaabat; Emirdağ; Kulu; and Şarkışla. These were the regions
that, according to the Survey, were among the areas that witnessed the highest
level of outmigration. Eight EU countries were included as countries of residence,
including Germany, the Netherlands, France, Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden.
This study provides a complete genealogy of the male ancestor lineages of 1,992 fam-
ilies. It is important to note that the family tree model used did not include female
ancestor lineages. The result generates basic demographic information for 49,000
families, among whom a survey was conducted using a well-informed family
member.

The overall response rate for the Turkish sample was sixty-one per cent, with a
total of 5,980 personal interviews with members of three generations nested in
1,770 families across the five regions mentioned above. The non-response rate for
the Turkish sample was six to eight per cent. The European sample had a non-
response rate of eighteen per cent, resulting in a total of 515 interviews.

Data from these samples and interviews resulted in multi-layered evidence from the
multi-site approach on the basis of which hypotheses one and two were confirmed, and
hypotheses three and four were partially supported. Overall, this study shows little
improvement in the poverty status of settlers across generations. This is due to the
retirement of the first generation taking place under highly unfavourable conditions.
Comparing the poverty levels of second- and third-generation settlers with those of
their counterparts in Turkey, this study shows that poverty among settlers in Europe
remained well above that of their non-migrant counterparts. Second- and third-
generation settlers in Europe continued to suffer from a certain mismatch between
their educational, occupational, and income status. The return migrants seemed to
be the only group to succeed in breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty.
From the second generation onwards, the economic capital of settler migrants delivered
greater returns, resulting in significant cash-generating capacity. And the institutional
elements that settlers acquired by becoming a citizen of the country of residence appear
to have offered some protection against the risk of monetary poverty.

Eroğlu’s work deepens existing studies on poverty. Through her application of the
resource-based model, Eroğlu provides a comprehensive perspective on the important
causal paths between the processes of migration and that of migrant poverty. Using
this model, she outlines a wide range of micro- and macro-level factors that future
studies can take along in research on what might affect the poverty outcomes of inter-
national migrants and their descendants.
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Besides being of interest to those scholars active in migration studies, these insights
might be valuable for social and labour historians. Eroğlu’s work demonstrates how
international migration can both have an effect on contemporary social phenomena
and lead to an in-depth understanding of historical events through a societal under-
standing of current issues. Her work and the multi-layered effects of international
migration it points to could therefore also be valuable to international policymakers.

Malika Ouacha
Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus University, the Netherlands

E-mail: ouacha@rsm.nl
doi:10.1017/S0020859023000275

AGBIBOA, DANIEL. They Eat Our Sweat. Transport Labor, Corruption, and Everyday
Survival in Urban Nigeria. [Critical Frontiers of Theory, Research, and Policy in
International Development Studies.] Oxford University Press, Oxford [etc.] 2022.
xi, 266 pp. Ill. Maps. £75.00.

In this new “critical ethnography of the state” (p. 23), Daniel Agbiboa analyzes the
micropolitics of urban informal transport in Nigeria in order to cast light on the pro-
cesses through which “the postcolonial state is constructed from below through the
practice of everyday corruption and discursive productions”. Rooted in a year of
research and data collection, including participant observation, in-depth interviews,
critical discourse analysis, court records, archival records, and anecdotal evidence,
Agbiboa seeks to produce what he calls a “mobile ethnography” that is simultaneously
dedicated to understanding the precarity of everyday life among Nigeria’s transport
workers and a more theoretical reflection on the operation of power and corruption
in the continent’s largest city. In doing so, Agbiboa builds on and expands the exten-
sive literature on corruption in Africa, adding important nuance grounded in the
everyday life of residents and enriching our understanding of urban dynamics across
the continent.

Agbiboa’s analysis embraces a Foucauldian notion of power as relational – “the
product of complex struggles and negotiations over authority, status, reputation,
and resources, which requires the participation of networks of actors and constituen-
cies” (p. 23). The state, in other words, is only one actor in a complex constellation of
agents and institutions. In this context, corruption is not merely a failure of leader-
ship, but rather a socially embedded system of obligation, mutuality, and reciprocity.
In moving beyond the characterization of corruption as illegality – a violation of what
is considered to be a universally recognized understanding of how bureaucracy should
function – which is common in political science and economics, Agbiboa instead
focuses our attention on the “social embeddedness of corruption” (p. 13) through
which the diffusion and widespread social sanction of corruption renders it ethically
neutral – a “behavioral norm” in a society that is seen as “hopeless corrupt” (p. 3).
Both the ruler and the ruled operate according to shared understandings and expec-
tations of acceptable social behavior. This systemic or structural condition of
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