“Magnificent. . . . With a rare combination of scholarship and
sympathy, Scull and his colleagues have made a startlingly
original contribution to the dismal history of the mad.”

—TJonathan Miller

The Transformation of the Mad-Doctoring Trade
Andrew Scull, Charlotte MacKenzie, Nicholas Hervey

Through an examination of the fascinating lives and careers of nineteenth-century “mad-
doctors,” Masters of Bedlam provides a unique perspective on the creation of the modern pro-
fession of psychiatry. Drawing on an extensive array of sources, the authors vividly re-create
the often colorful lives of seven “masters of bedlam.” Sensitive to the idiosyncrasies and pecu-
liarities of each man’s personal biography, the authors offer fully rounded portraits of their
struggles and successes, and they underscore the complexities of nineteenth-century psychia-
try as it emerged into a profession.
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