
"THE CHURCH AS ACCOMPLICE" 

Bryan, Tex, 

D e n Sir B r n o 1 the March issue of worldueu. Dr 
Cord in Zahn leives hardlv inj thing to be s l id evcept 
that U though the A.mejiLin hierarchy would not face 
Gcshpc retaliation is i result of protest of the M\ La 
massicre and the tragedy in \ letnam there would be 
i price to pav 

\ \ hen cne coi tempi ttcj. the results of a Biahop i r 
f rming his parishioners that Christians must t e a se to 
support the \ letnamese t n g e d v induced) through 
taxes >r d lectlv with their own flesh and blood there 
i r e min> images of reprisals which take sh ipe (com 
par ib le to C h n s t s agonv in the garden) One of the 
results wocld be the n g t if his own people Four vears 
experience in a dialogue with priests in -it l e i s t three 
different communities r tve i l s that in t r enched nation 
atism in the chur t l is net going to d i s i p p e i r at the first 
word from the Biship1 Parents w h i have heard support 
>f this tragedy and the sac r fke ot their sons eulogized 
from the pulpits arc n i t hkelv to accept the principle 
which casts doubt ( it the very least] in the justification 
of the sacrifice \ t t e p t v n c e of this messigt would be 
impossible in v ew of the absence of any relevant advice 
fr m the pulpit cf the things which must be rer dered 
t (_ lesu i rd th si which must IK rci d t rcd to Cod 

Granting the hierarth} the courage to m i k e this de 
cision how I m g would any g n e r n m t n t illow official 
protests from the pulpitp In the light of repressive 
me is ires used igamst C O s who refuse to go into the 
service those burning dr i f t cards and draft files those 
tounsi ling resistance of the draft the prospect of Bishops 
and priests counseling 40,000,000 Catholics to withhold 
their support of the Vietnam tragedy (both financial 
and human) presents a frightful picture indeed' 

I know of at least one bishop who is aware of wha t 
his witness would involve, because v e h i v e corresponded 
concerning this matter. Like Peter m Passion Sundays 
gospel, it is too risky to acknowledge friendship with 
Christ in this situation^ Let us prav th it the Bishops 
like Peter, will receive the c o u n g e to become true 
shepherds of Christ's church. Anne M Holmes 

"THE CASE OF DAN MITRI0NE" 
tt I s l ing ton D C 

Dear Sir: The torture of military or civii prisoners de 

serves the severe censure of humane men Saving that I 

im puzzled bv i strange piece in worldueu, The Case 

of D m Mitnone" (October, 1970) which purports to 

provide evidence" of U.S. Government encouragement 

tomphcitv or approval of torture of political prisoners 

in Brazil and Uruguay. 

I refer to the "interview" by Fr Louis M Colonnese 

—with in unnamed person on an unnamed date at an 

unnamed place—that offers no evidence of wrongdoing 

bv Mi . Mitnone, an A.I.D. public safety officer in Uru 

guay who was murdered by leftist terrorists or bv -inv 

other U.S. official. 

24 worldview 

The Colonnese "interview" was based on a fraudulent 
"report" surreptitiously inserted in the Jornal do Brasil 

by accomplices of the Uruguayan terrorists without the 
knowledge of the three correspondents of that paper then 
covering the Mi tnone storv in Montevideo. Reuters re
i n e d the jmtv storv and it was picked up uncritically by 
mi ha here a id ibi i d ind se zed upon bv certain Amer-
IC ins ejg<r to hf u the worst ibout then government. 

The basic ficts in the case have b t e n readily available. 
O i A t t e s t 1" tl Baltimore Sun reper tcd a statement 
bv the KID d u e t tor m Rio de h n e i r o denying cate-
j , oncdK t i n t M trione- w i s ever involved in torture or 
the teaching of toiture Sinte then a simple phone call 
to the State D c p i r t m e n t would have vielded the essen
tial facta 

This is net the p h c t t i d e t n ! the enors and blatant 
i i M w i s if the f loi nese piece It sheuld be affirmed, 
however t h i t no public safetv officer h i s had anything 
t i do with tortuit m Brazil Urut,uav or anywhere else. 
\ s f i r as there has been in\ V S infl lente in these coun
tries it certunlv h i s been in the direction of the humane 
idmimstr i t ion of justice 

Since its outset m 19^4 the U S public safety program 
h i s pr jv ided t t t h m c a l aid to the ev i l police in 56 
friendlv countries including 15 m I itin America. Its aim 
is to assist the g jvemments to uphold the civil law by 
humane police methods An \ 1 D spokesman noted 

th it such issistance has been wi thdrawn from some coun
tries where police pivver h i s been ibused, adding that 
we guard igainst abuses bu t acknowledged that we 

e »i i ot control the b t h i v u r of ither police services. " W e 
c( nst i r t lv tell them not to use ibuse torture, or so-called 
brut ill t\ (Washington Port November 10, 1970) 

I i a s t i tement on August 26 the State Depar tment 
said it would welcome scrutiny bv inv responsible per 
son emphis izmg that poliet advisers in these pro 
t,i ims have never c mdoned m d would nevei condone 

let il>ne " sis'- in a i / f i rm of l n ' i u n a n e t r c t m n t of 
pnsoners If Colonnese has x shred of evidence to the 
e m t r i n let him bring it lo the proper authorities If the 
evidence were sus tm ed the guilrv adviser would be 
speedlh punished 

What baffles me is whv uorldtttu, would publish this 
vicious propaf ,andi piece when the simple ficts of the 
cise h i d ilreadv been published Can malicious filse 
hoods ever idvance the cause of justice? Can the uncnt i 
cal publication of such falsehoods serve any good pur 
p sc* If workhuu is criticil of dleged torture m Bi l a l 
why is it not equilly concerned with mthenhc ited tortuit 
ind other political crimes n Communist countT es? Is not 
the system itic torture and othei forms of terror bv the 
Communists in \ letnam l n h u m i m ? In terms of pohev of 
course we should be more concerned when cur govern 
ment or that of our allies falls short of our code bu t in 
teims of mor i l condemnation there should be no split 
level morality which condemns the occasional limited 
ind unauthorized sms of our friends and overlooks or 
eve ises the officially sponsored md massive brutality of 
our enemies Should not all men ind all governments be 
judged bv one ethic? Ernest Vt Lefcvtr 
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