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The Chagos Islanders
and International Law

Stephen Allen

In 1965, the UK excised the Chagos Islands
from the colony of Mauritius to create the
British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT) in connection with the founding of a
US military facility on the island of Diego Garcia. Consequently, the
inhabitants of the Chagos Islands were secretly exiled to Mauritius, where
they became chronically impoverished. This book considers the resonance
of international law for the Chagos Islanders. It advances the argument that
BIOT constitutes a 'Non-Self-Governing Territory' pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter XI of the UN Charter and for the wider purposes of
international law. In addition, the book explores the extent to which the
right of self-determination, indigenous land rights and a range of obligations
contained in applicable human rights treaties could support the Chagossian
right to return to BIOT.

However, the rights of the Chagos Islanders are premised on the assumption
that the UK possesses a valid sovereignty claim over BIOT. The evidence
suggests that this claim is questionable and it is disputed by Mauritius.
Consequently, the Mauritian claim threatens to compromise the
entitlements of the Chagos Islanders in respect of BIOT as a matter of
international law. This book illustrates the ongoing problems arising from
international law's endorsement of the territorial integrity of colonial units
for the purpose of decolonisation at the expense of the countervailing claims
of colonial self-determination by non-European peoples that inhabited the
same colonial unit.

Stephen Allen is a Senior Lecturer in Law at Queen Mary,
University of London.

Oct 2014 308pp Hbk 9781849462655 RSP: £50 / US$100

Published by Hart Publishing, Oxford, UK US Distributors: ISBS, 920 NE 58th Ave, Suite 300, Portland, OR, 97213-3786, USA
E-mail orders@isbs.com; Website www.hartpub.co.uk
Hart Publishing Ltd. is an Imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing plc.

Tel +1 503 287 3093; Fax +| 503 280 883
Hart Publishing Ltd. is registered in England No. 3307205

The Reception of
Asylum Seekers under

International Law
Between Sovereignty and Equality

Lieneke Slingenberg

The Reception of
Asylum Seekers under
Inter i aw

Lieneke Slingenberg

Increasingly, European states are using policy
on the reception of asylum seekers as an
instrument of immigration control, eg by deterring the lodging of asylum
applications, preventing integration into their societies and exercising a
large degree of control over asylum seekers in order to facilitate expulsion.
The European Union is currently engaged in a process of developing
minimum conditions for the reception of asylum seekers, as part of a
Common European Asylum System. This book critically examines the
outcomes of the negotiation process on these minimum standards standards
- Directive 2003/9/EC and Directive 2013/33/EU - in relation to
international refugee law, international social security law and international
human rights law. It presents a comprehensive analysis of state obligations
that stem from these different fields of law with regard to asylum seekers'
access to the labour market and social security benefits and compares them
to the minimum standards developed in the European Union. To this end,
it offers an in-depth study into the notion of non-discrimination on the
basis of nationality in the field of social security and a detailed analysis of
recent developments in the case law of the European Court on Human
Rights on positive obligations in the socioeconomic sphere. It takes into
account both the special characteristics of international legal obligations
for states in the socioeconomic sphere and the legal consequences of the
tentative legal status of asylum seekers. In addition, this book particularly
examines how the instrumental use of social policy relates to international
law.

Lieneke Slingenberg is Assistant Professor of Migration
Law at the VU University Amsterdam.

Jul2014 430pp Hbk 9781849464826 RSP: £60/US$120
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Journal on the Use of Force and International Law
(including the Digest of State Practice on the Use of Force)

New in 2014

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR
Dr Francis Grimal, University of Buckingham

Please visit the Hart Publishing website for the
Editorial Board and International Advisory Board

Subscription Rates
(2issues)

Institutional Rate:
Print and online:
UKand EU @ £135
Print and online:
ROW @ £145
Online only: £121.50
Personal Rate:
Print and online:
UKand EU @ £60
Print and online:
ROW @ £70
Online only: £54

The Journal on the Use of Force and International Law (JUFIL) is a new peer reviewed journal covering all aspects of the law
governing the use of force (jus ad bellum), as distinct from other areas of international law relating to security issues, such as
International Humanitarian Law or International Criminal Law. The Journal aims to provide a forum for top quality
international research into all facets of the law governing the use of force, covering issues such as the nature and scope of the
inherent right of self-defence, the use of force authorised by the UN Security Council and force employed for humanitarian
purposes. As such, it has a focused mandate, whilst engaging with the 'jus ad bellum' broadly defined, ensuring a wide appeal.

In addition to publishing research of the highest quality and impact, of both a theoretical and more practical nature,
the Journal will support the conducting of research, through a digest of state practice on the use of force a
relatively unique feature for an international law journal which will act as a key means of assessing the
development of customary international law in the area. The Journal will also feature book reviews that
significantly engage with the key works in the field.

Please note that members of international law associations are eligible to receive a reduced subscription rate.
Please visit the Hart Publishing website for full details.
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Careers in International Law:
A Guide to Career Paths in
International Law

A Resource of the American Society
of International Law

2013-2014

ASIL’s Career Guide
is a comprehensive
resource that
answered my
questions about how
to best prepare for
a job search. As a
new professional, it
was important for
me to have access
to advice that gave
me confidence in my
career development
endeavors. It's
a must-read for
everyone who wishes
to pursue a career in
international law.

Klara Tothova Jordan
Assistant Director of the
Cyber Statecraft Initiative at the
Atlantic Council

The Guide to
Career Paths in
International Law

The 2013-14 edition of Careers in International Law:

A Guide to Career Paths in International Law includes detailed,
step-by-step advice for evaluating professional development
choices. The Guide also provides personal insights from

a variety of international law practitioners. It includes
everything from study abroad options to scholarship
opportunities, networking and professional presentation,
and four appendices featuring more than 30 international
fellowships, nearly 200 international internships, and dozens
of international moot court and writing competitions.

Visit www.asil.org/careerguide to learn more and to
purchase. ASIL member discounts apply.
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Strengthening International Law.
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Debate, Discussion,
and Problem Solving

The Annual Meeting
is a bit like an
overflowing buffet
table of international
law dishes. It brings
people from all over
the world, interesting
topics, and is truly
a defining event for
international law
aficionados.

Lucinda Low
Partner, Steptoe & Johnson, LLP

ASIL 109TH ANNUAL MEETING
APRIL 8 - 11, 2015 WASHINGTON, DC
Save the Date!

With over a century of tradition and experience behind it, the
American Society of International Law’s Annual Meeting has become
the most important gathering in the field of international law.

More than 1,200 practitioners, academics, and students travel to
Washington, DC, each spring from all over the world to debate and
discuss the latest developments in their field.

Visit www.asil.org/annualmeeting to learn more.
ASIL member discounts apply.
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