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The American Ornithologists' Union is the oldest and largest organization
in the New World devoted to the scientific study of birds. Although the
A.O.U. is primarily a professional organization, its 4,000 members include
many amateurs dedicated to the advancement of ornithology.

Publications Available Through Membership

The Auk, a quarterly journal published for more than 100 years, reports
original scientific research. Supplements provide summaries of worldwide

ornithological literature.

The bimonthly Ornithological Newsletter reports information about organ-
izational activities, job opportunities, research granting agencies, requests for

assistance with special projects, etc.

Additional Publications

Ornithological Monographs
Ten-year Indexes to The Auk

Back Issues for The Auk and Ornithological Monographs
Anatomical and Egg Inventory Series
Research and Membership Directories

Check-Lists (and updates) for North American Birds

Activities Supported by Membership

Annual Meetings, which include reports of scientific research, plenary
lectures, films, workshops, exhibits, field trips, and social events

Ornithological Research
Graduate Student Travel to Annual Meetings y
Annual Awards for Excellence in Research
Committee Projects on Conservation Issues
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Membership Application

Regular Member, @ $35.00
Life Member, @ $1,050.00
Life Installments, @ 4 annual

payments of $262.00
Student Member, @ $18.00

Make check or money order (in U.S. dollars)
payable to OSNA. All memberships are for a Write to OSNA for further information about
calendar year. Payments received after Sept 1 library or institution subscriptions.
will begin membership the following year.

PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM AND SEND WITH DUES TO:
Ornithological Societies of North America (OSNA)

P.O. Box 1897
Lawrence, Kansas 66044-8897 USA
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Der
Ornithologische

Beobachter

Did you know,..

...that hunting on the Bassin of
Ermatingen, a site of International
Importance for over 10,000 wintering
waterfowl, reduced the populations of
Mallards, Tufted Ducks and Pochards
substantially, even if half the area was
closed to hunting ? \

...that Tree Pipits breeding in intensively
farmed areas nest and forage almost
exclusively in th@ remaining uncultivated
plots, where the Insect abundance is
much higher ?

...that first records of the Black-winged
Kite, Spectacled Warbler, Lesser Short-
toed Lark and Pine Bunting have
increased the Swiss avifauna to 365
species, and that the Bee-eater and the
Ferruginous Duck have bred in
Switzerland for the first time in 1991 ?

...that Swiss waters figure among the
most important wintering sites for half a
million waterfowl ?

...that 600-800 Snow Finches winter
around the mountains Eiger, M6nch and
Jungfrau, at altitudes of 1800-4000 m
above sea level and that they roost in
crevices in the cliffs providing optimal
conditions during freezing cold nights ?

You do, if you read Der Ornithologische
Beobachter, the scientific journal of Ala,
the Swiss Society for Ornithology and
Bird Protection.

It is issued four times a year, presenting
original scientific papers on 350 pages
per year, focusing on breeding ecology,
migration, distribution and numbers,
occurrence of new and rare bird species
in Switzerland, All papers are in German,
but the main contributions have extensive
summaries and captions to figures and
tables in English,

Subscription outside Switzerland is SFr.
45.-- per year. By becoming a Member of
Ala you receive Der Ornithologische
Beobachter, and you support the
conservation activities of the Swiss
Society for Ornithology and Bird
Protection.

Invitation to subscribe

Subscription and Membership:
SFr. 45.-- outside Switzerland.

.... I apply for the Ala Membership to
obtain Der Ornithologische
Beobachter.

.... Please send me a copy of Der
Ornithologische Beobachter.

Name:

Address:

Locality:

Postcode:

Country:

Please send to:

Geschaftsstelle Ala
c/o Mrs Kathi Kunz
Krahenbergstrasse 53
CH - 2543 Lengnau BE
Switzerland
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Guidelines for Contributors

Bird Conservation International publishes papers and communications on subjects relevant to the conservation of

birds, with a general preference for those addressing international or high national priorities. Submissions should be

in duplicate, typewritten on one side of the paper only, and double-spaced, with positions of figures and tables

indicated in the margin. Papers should be concise and factual, taking proper account of previous relevant literature;

opinions expressed should be based on adequate evidence. Titles of papers must be accurate and concise, and (for

the benefit of abstraction services) include any relevant scientific (taxonomic) name; a running head is needed (the

editors will provide this if authors do not). A full-length paper must include a proper summary. The use of a word

processor is strongly advised.

Whenever possible, authors should consult an issue of BCI for style and layout. Spelling generally follows The

shorter Oxford English dictionary, supplemented by various standard references such as 'Topography' in A dictionary

of birds (1985) and the most recent edition of The Times atlas of the world. Localities with well-known other

spellings or older names should have these placed in parentheses after first mention, while localities too small to

be in the Times atlas should be given their precise geographical coordinates (preferably with some evidence of

source).

Modern authorities should be followed for both English and scientific names of birds, with explanations of any

deviation. On first mention of a bird both English and scientific name should be given, thereafter only one,

preferably the English. Scientific trinomials need be used only if subspecific nomenclature is relevant to the topic

under discussion. These recommendations also apply for any other animal or plant species mentioned.

Metric units and their international symbols should be used (other systems of measurement can be added in

parentheses), with temperatures in the Centigrade (Celsius) scale. Numbers one to nine are written in full except

when linked with a measurement abbreviation or higher number, thus 'five birds' but '5 km' and '5-12 birds';

numerals are used for all numbers above ten, four-figure numbers and above using the comma thus: '1,234',

' 12,345'. Details of experimental technique, extensive tabulations of results, etc., are best presented as appendices.

Dates should be written 1 January 1985, times of day as 08h30, 17h55 (24-hour clock), etc. When citing a

conversation ('verbally') or letter ('in litt.'), the contact's name and initials should be included, preferably with the

year of communication. Maps are best marked with a scale and north arrow, and drawn very neatly. Good

photographs are also considered. Captions for figures and photographs should be typed on a separate sheet.

References in the text should not use ampersand or comma before the date, and should be chronologically listed,

alphabetically if in the same year. Publications by the same authors in the same year may be distinguished by a, b,

etc., after the date. Full references must be listed alphabetically at the end in conformity with the existing system of

presentation (which should be carefully checked before submission). Name(s) and postal address(es) of author(s) should

appear at the end of the article, in the format adopted.

Authors will receive proofs for checking which they are required to return within three days of receipt. Proofs

of joint papers will automatically go to the senior author. Textual changes in proof cannot normally be

countenanced. Twenty-five reprints will be made available irrespective of number of authors, and sent to the senior

author.
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