41. COMMISSION DE L’HISTOIRE DE L’ASTRONOMIE

PresipENT: H. Dingle.

MeMBRES: MM. Abetti, Armitage, Baehr, Birkenmajer, Brasch, Dijksterhuis, Dittrich,
D. S. Evans, Filliozat, Fleckenstein, Horn d’Arturo, Kamienski, Kary-Niyazov,
Kulikovsky, Lundmark}, Madwar, Marguérat, Michel, Nordenmark, Ngriund,
Pannekoek, Pelseneer, Pogo, Sadykov, Samaha, Mme Sawyer-Hogg, MM. Seyd],
Tchenakal, Téhérany, Woolard, Yabuuti, Zinner.

The work of this Commission is summarized, as before, in the bibliography given below,
which at least shows that studies in the history of astronomy are plentiful and wide-
spread. The International Union for the History of Science held one of its triennial
meetings at Florence and Milan in September 1956 and a further gathering near Paris
in June-July 1957, during which several communications concerning the history of
astronomy were presented and will be published in due course. Some enquiries on
historical matters have been received from astronomers since the last meeting of the
commission, and have been answered by those qualified to deal with them.

A number of suggestions have been made for extending the usefulness of the com-
mission. It is proposed that the meeting at Moscow should discuss the desirability of
publishing short accounts of the archives of astronomical observatories and institutes,
with special reference to letters from astronomers of other countries who have worked
there (Kulikovsky). Reciprocally, a request has been received that Russian astronomers
should prepare an abstract, in English and French, of the history of Russian astronomy,
which is so little known in the West on account of language difficulties, and that, in
return, western astronomers should provide, in Russian, such information concerning the
history of western astronomy as is required in the U.S.S.R. If necessary, a subvention
might be requested from the Union or from U.N.E.S.C.O. for the work of translation
(Abetti). A further suggestion is that Presidents of other commissions should consider
the desirability of requesting from this Commission information on the history of subjects
which are now engaging their attention. For example, the revision of the definition of the
unit of time which is now being made should obviously be considered with full knowledge
of what has gone before, and while in this case such knowledge is doubtless ready to hand,
this may not always be so.

These and other matters might profitably be discussed at the Moscow meeting.

H. DINGLE
President of the Commission
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Several short papers.
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COMMISSION 41

Report of Meeting. 14 August 1958
PresiDENT: H. Dingle.

SECRETARY: A. Beer.

The meeting was attended by about thirty members of the Union, of whom a good pro-
portion contributed to the discussion.

Kulikovsky spoke of his proposal, mentioned in the Draft Report, concerning the publi-
cation of selected material from the archives of observatories and institutes. This was
supported by several speakers. Przypkowski described work which was in progress in
Poland on the astronomical correspondence of Hevelius, in which some 3000 letters had
been examined, and on the preparation of an inventory of astronomical instruments of
historical interest. He appealed for data concerning such instruments to be sent to him.
An account of the astronomical MSS. preserved in the State Museum of Georgia (Thbilisi),
dating from the ninth century, which was shortly to be published, was given by Kharadse,
and a similar statement concerning the archives of the Azerbaijan observatory was given
by Mamedbeily. It was agreed that institutions should be strongly recommended to
examine material of this character which they might possess, and to publish such as is of
historical interest.

Abetti’s proposal, also mentioned in the Draft Report, for exchange of information
between the U.S.S.R. and western countries, in the appropriate languages, was warmly
supported. In this connexion Rybka mentioned that he and Birkenmajer were preparing
a history of Polish astronomy, of some 1000 pages, which was expected to appear in two or
three years. A similar work on the history of Chinese astronomy was in hand under the
Academy of Sciences in China, and of this Tai gave a brief account. It was hoped that
the volume would be available by the time of the next I.A.U. meeting. Beer stated that
he hoped to be able to arrange for an English translation of this work to be published.
Beer also reported on some interesting work which he had carried out with Needham and
others on I-Hsing’s eighth-century meridian line and the pre-history of the metric system.
Slouka called the attention of the Commission to the illustrated history of astronomy in
Czechoslovakia which had recently appeared under his editorship.

After the formal business had been completed, Link described an investigation on the
deduction of long-period climatic changes from extended series of astronomical
observations.
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