Preface

‘Philosophy’ is the name of a calm passion: the love of wisdom.
Looking inside oneself for the springs of such passion might make
a nice case of soul-searching, but is not necessarily the best means
for advancing philosophical inquiry. The papers in this volume arise
from an international symposium on emotions, and provide mater-
ial for a continuing dialogue among researchers with different philo-
sophical itineraries.

Each essay addresses, in varying detail, the nature of emotions,
their rationality, and their relation to value. Chapters I to VIII map
the place of emotion in human nature, through a discussion of the
intricate relation between consciousness and the body. Chapters IX
to XI analyse the importance of emotion for human agency by
pointing to the ways in which practical rationality may be enhanced,
as well as hindered, by powerful or persistent emotions. Chapters
XII to XIV explore questions of normativity and value in making
sense of emotions at a personal, ethical, and political level.
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