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CHEETAH HEADS, one of many beautiful drawings by the author, in Joy
Adamson'sAfrica, Collins/Harvill, £4.25 to be reviewed in Sept. Oryx.

eventual translocation of the surplus. A veritable nightmare is the account
of years of blood, sweat and tears spent in developing and perfecting
methods of capture, the right type of weapon, the correct immobilising
dosage, an effective antidote and the necessary tranquilliser in order to
safeguard initial transportation. Satisfactory pens for these huge, most
enterprising and powerful creatures capable of climbing almost with the
agility of a goat, had to be arranged, and methods of road transport
explored, at first in tens of miles, then hundreds, and eventually up to a
thousand. Suitable crates containing two-ton rhino had to be skilfully
manhandled both on to and off a lorry. The final achievement is the
successful transport for thousands of miles by sea.

All this has been accomplished after years of heartbreaking frustration
and innumerable disappointments in the face of appalling hazards, periods of
utter despair, lack of funds and vital equipment, and only too often official
hostility. Briefly, this is an outline of some of the problems involved in
getting a herd of white rhinos to Whipsnade—an enthralling story, which
certainly will be widely read. It would have benefited considerably by the
inclusion of a good deal more about white rhino behaviour and this
interesting creature's mode of life.

C.R.S. PITMAN

Listen to the Wild, by Susanne Hart. Collins, £2.50.
Tales concerning wild life in Africa are so numerous and repetitive that their
telling has become hackneyed, but here is a tale with a difference—in fact a
series of stories the like of which have never before appeared in print. A
success story without parallel, often savouring of the miraculous, its theme
is succouring wild animals of all sizes, from a small lively genet and a
mischievous mongoose to a dainty duiker, obstreperous chimpanzees, non-
co-operative cheetah, fractious leopards (tiny and adult), a badly mauled
lion and lofty giraffe is certainly a mixed bag!

Attention is focussed on two animals in particular—chimpanzees, free
and captive, and the semi-rehabilitated lion, 'Boy'. To incarcerate, by wile
and guile, for treatment, a large female chimpanzee in full sight of her wild
companions could be asking for trouble. Would she communicate her plight
to the others or would the resentful males sense outrage and come to her
rescue? Certainly a risky business which might have led to a disastrous
confrontation with a horde of exceedingly powerful and potentially
dangerous apes.

Nearly one third of the book is devoted to the heroic efforts to restore to
good health a terribly maimed, full-grown lion ('Boy'). It is a fascinating
and enthralling account of agonizing endeavour, apprehensive anxiety, quick
decision and final, scarcely anticipated success. The restoration of a
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shattered leg - a cruel injury aggravated by irritatingly painful, though
mainly superficial, porcupine damage—-called for an improvised 'bush'
operation, skilfully carried out with meticulous care. The reader is left to
judge the wisdom and justification for returning to the wild dangerous
carnivores after long and happy association with man.

There is much useful information concerning the care and management of
wild animals; the excellent monochrome illustrations are eloquent. An
absorbing book which cannot be too highly recommended.

C. R. S. PITMAN

Lake Chad, by Sylvia K. Sikes. Methuen, £3.95.
The author was born in Kenya, educated in England, and since 1947 has
worked in various parts of Africa. Four times between 1955 and 1970 she
has visited Lake Chad and on the last occasion, sponsored by the
Guardian/Eyre and Spottiswoode Exploration Bursary, she took a yacht,
the Jolly Hippo.

Chad remains the least known of the great lakes of Africa for it is away
from the main lines of communication and difficult to navigate. The water
level varies with the rainfall—the average depth is less than 2m—and it is
girt with swamps, shoal waters, floating islands and ancient dune systems. It
is well known for its amphibious Yedina people—'pirates of the
papyrus'—who make boats of gourds and papyrus bundle rafts, which are
comparable with the papyrus rafts of Lake Victoria and the ancient boats of
Egypt; their cattle have swollen horns which help them to swim long
distances. The abundant fish fauna proves a former water connection right
across the southern Sahara. Of these things you will read, but also of much
else.

There is a long chapter, for example, on 'the puzzle of the puddle', why
Lake Chad has remained fresh while nearly all closed basin lakes are more
or less saline; the author's explanation is not very convincing. Chapters on
flora and fauna are somewhat uneven, but FPS members will be pleased to
read that there are still quite a lot of sitatunga, and the dama gazelle, scimi-
tar-horned oryx and addax are recovering in numbers in the Cameroons
sector as a result of strict conservation methods. A proposal is made for a
wildlife park along part of the Nigerian lake-shore. The last chapters are
devoted to the inevitable modernisation of man, and it is sad to find over-
fishing and over-grazing recorded—albeit with some careful development
by the International Chad Basin Commission.

All in all, Sylvia Sikes becomes a worthy member of that small group of
women explorer-naturalists in Africa, of whom not many have focused their
attention on lakes and rivers, since the days of Mary Kingsley.

E. B. WORTHINGTON

Guide to the Freshwater Fishes of Britain and Europe, by
Bent J. Muus and Preben Dahlstrom. Collins, £2.25.
This attractive book was first published in Danish; in this English
translation 130 species are listed, omitting certain endemics from the
Caspian and Black Sea basins. A small distribution map accompanies the
description of each species. Each fish is illustrated in colour, and a black
diamond beside the name indicates that the fish occurs in the British Isles;
the diamond is in brackets for introduced species such as rainbow trout.

An introductory section describes various attributes of fishes such as the
parts of the body, methods of swimming, etc., and diagrams of vomerine and
pharyngeal bones are included among the excellent black, white and brown
illustrations. An account of freshwater habitats with their characteristic fish
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