
r a t h e r than of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r vo lume which i s , a s fa r a s the genre 
a l l o w s , wel l p r e s e n t e d . 

Ralph G. Stanton, Un ive r s i ty of Water loo 

P a r t i a l Different ia l Equa t ions and Continuum M e c h a n i c s . 
P r o c e e d i n g s of an In te rna t iona l Conference Conducted by the 
M a t h e m a t i c s R e s e a r c h C e n t e r at the Univers i ty of Wiscons in , Madison , 
June 7 -15 , 1960, edi ted by Rudolph L a n g e r . Madison , The Unive r s i ty 
of Wiscons in P r e s s , 1961. xv + 397 p a g e s . $ 5 . 0 0 . 

Th is i s a co l lec t ion of n ine teen l e c t u r e s which w e r e de l i ve red at 
the Confe rence and r ep roduc t ion of 45 a b s t r a c t s of p a p e r s p r e s e n t e d 
at th i s occas ion . The a u t h o r s of the 19 l e c t u r e s a r e S. Agmon, 
J . M. B u r g e r s , T . M . C h e r r y , G. F i c h e r a , L,. H o r m a n d e r , I. Ima i , 
J. Kampé de F e r r i e t , J . L e r a y , H. Lewy, C . B . M o r r e y J r . , 
J . M o s e r , C. M u l l e r , K. Nicke l , A. P l e i j e l , D. P . Riabouchinsky, 
B . R. Seth, R. Stoneley, F . G. T r i c o m i , A. Weins te in . 

H. S. 

F u n d a m e n t a l s of Galois T h e o r y , by M. M. Pos tn ikov ( t r a n s l a t e d 
f rom the R u s s i a n ) . Rus s i an T r a c t s on Advanced M a t h e m a t i c s and 
P h y s i c s , Volume VIII. Gordon and B r e a c h , New York , 1962. 
i i i + 142 p a g e s . U . S . $ 8 . 0 0 . 

This i s a t r a n s l a t i o n of an e l e m e n t a r y Russ i an text containing 
an in t roduc t ion to Galois t heo ry , t oge the r with the n e c e s s a r y group 
t heo ry . The u s u a l t heo ry of a l g e b r a i c ex tens ions is developed for sub-
f ields of the c o m p l e x field, and the Galois c o r r e s p o n d e n c e i s e s t ab l i shed . 
The ques t ion of the solvabi l i ty of equat ions by r a d i c a l s i s t r e a t e d for 
equa t ions o v e r the r a t iona l field and then is extended to the gene ra l 
equat ion o v e r an a r b i t r a r y field of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c z e r o . In t r e a t i n g 
the g e n e r a l equat ion ove r an a r b i t r a r y field, it i s shown that a field 
of r a t i ona l functions p o s s e s s e s an a l g e b r a i c c l o s u r e , following 
O s t r o w s k i , by m e a n s of f o r m a l p o w e r s e r i e s . T h e r e a r e no e x e r c i s e s . 

The book i s Volume VIII of a s e r i e s "Russ i an T r a c t s on Advanced 
M a t h e m a t i c s and P h y s i c s " put out by a New York pub l i she r . Although 
th i s p u b l i s h e r ' s n a m e i s the only one to a p p e a r on the dus t j acke t , on 
opening the book one finds that it h a s , in fact, been p roduced and 
publ i shed in India by the Hindus tan Publ i sh ing Company. * 

* E d i t o r ' s Note : Ano the r t r a n s l a t i o n of the book by Pos tn ikov has j u s t 
been publ i shed by P . Noordhoff, P u b l i s h e r , Groningen (Holland); 
P r i c e : $2. 25. ( T r a n s l a t o r : L. F . Boron) Gordon and B r e a c h have 
s ta ted in a l e t t e r that they have cance l l ed t h e i r a r r a n g e m e n t s with the-
Hindus tan Pub l i sh ing Company . H. S. 
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The printing is legible with numerous mispr ints . The paper is poor 
and the binding is cheap. 

This book has many defects and no vi r tues . The Russian text 
is a reasonable account of the subject; but the translation is pitiful, 
or comic, according to one' s point of view, having been made by an 
unidentified t ransla tor who appears to know no algebra, little English 
and, one suspects, less Russian; there is much unusual notation, 
for example, the degree of an algebraic extension is called "power", 
the alternating group is referred to as the "group with variable signs", 
and a well-known group with four elements is named the "Kleinov group". 
Moreover, the price seems high for such a short book. 

In short, this translation cannot be recommended. 

G. D. Findlay, McGill University 
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