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Editorial Comments

EDITOR’S NOTE

When President Obama entered office, foreign policy seemed a lesser concern, compared to coping with the economic crisis and his
plans to reform health care. Long delays in appointing a USAID administrator, and in deliberating over his Afghan policy, rein-
forced this impression. Yet foreign policy has now taken center stage. The decision to commit 30,000 additional troops with sup-
porting civilian and contract forces to Afghanistan, new initiatives in arms control, and the need to respond to the unexpected tur-
moil in Iran following the June elections all involve major efforts by the U.S. to respond to a threatening world. Perhaps the great-
est surprise was President Obama receiving the Nobel Peace Prize, and his use of his Nobel acceptance speech to outline both his
hopes for future peace and his justification for current wars.

In this issue, we present documents regarding the Afghan decision, Obama’s Nobel speech, the appointment of a new
USAID administrator, and the US-Russian arms negotiations. Yet this is just the beginning; the recent attempted Christmas bomb-
ing will lead to new initiatives on security, Yemen, and anti-terrorism. Follow all of the relevant pronouncements here in the pages
of Foreign Policy Bulletin.

Jack A. Goldstone, Editor Callie Le Renard, Managing Editor
jgoldstone@gmu.edu clerenar@gmu.edu
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