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On the Cover: Burned riparian area resulted from the rupture of a petroleum-products pipeline in Bellingham, Washington, on June 10,
1999. Approximately 277,000 gallons of fuel spilled into Whatcom Creek (flowing from right to left), and the vapors were ignited by
children playing with a fireplace lighter. Three people died in the resulting fire, and $3.5 million in damages resulted. Petroleum
pipelines and storage tanks pose dangers to life and property. See Editorial (page 173) and Research Article (pages 239-246) for
additional information. Photo courtesy of Washington State Department of Transportation Aerial Photography.
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Mission Statement for
Environmental Practice

Aims and Scope

Environmental Practice is the official journal and newsletter of the National
Association of Environmental Professionals (NAEP). The central purpose
of Environmental Practice is to provide an open forum to NAEP members
and other concerned individuals for the discussion and analysis of signifi-
cant environmental issues. Research Articles, Environmental Reviews, and
Commentaries appearing in Environmental Practice are peer-reviewed and
aim for the highest standards of professional quality.

Environmental Practice is a source for continuing professional renewal and
development. It aims to serve men and women at all stages of their careers,
from initial training through mid- and senior-levels. Environmental work
is an exciting, dynamic field, and Environmental Practice strives to match
that pace with lively and timely commentary on the critical issues of the
day. Environmental Practice aims to provide authoritative discussion on is-
sues of wide interest to the international community of environmental
professionals.

Professionals from many different disciplinary backgrounds, working in
many different arenas, are faced with developing imaginative approaches
for the practical resolution of a wide variety of environmental problems.
Environmental Practice provides a comprehensive outlet for the publication

of such interdisciplinary findings. This publication actively seeks breadth
of viewpoint and method because it holds that solutions to environmental
problems are often to be found in understanding the linkages among issues
previously considered separate. Periodically, Environmental Practice will
devote its pages to selected topics of special concern to a significant seg-
ment of the readership.

Priority for publication is given to articles that offer insightful views on the
importance and interpretation of results from an interdisciplinary perspec-
tive. Reports of findings should go beyond a laboratory analysis, a field
experiment, a philosophical discussion, or a theoretical modeling, for ex-
ample, and discuss the implications of the findings for public policy or pro-
fessional practice. Environ men tal Practice seeks especially to publish studies
that link data and findings in science and technology with issues of public
policy, health, environmental quality, law, political economy, management,
and the appropriate standards for expertise. Many publications achieve
excellence through tightly focused specialization, but in contrast Environ-
mental Practice seeks its accomplishments through the promotion of excel-
lent research and writing on the common interests among different kinds
of specialists.

For the NAEP membership, Environmental Practice will carry NAEP news
(national and chapter), and brief sketches of representative professional ac-
tivities and issues. Whenever possible, Environmental Practice will seek to
draw connections among current events, statements from leaders, perti-
nent research and scholarship, and NAEP concerns.
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