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Psychiatric and soelo-demographle characteristics of young suicide
allempters: a heller identification for a beller prevention

J. Laederach, W. Fischer, E. Zbinden, F. Ladame; University Hospitals,
Geneva, FNRS and the Jacobs Foundation.

Within the frameworkof a longitudinal research project (FNRS grant No. 32
32198.91 and Jacobs Foundation), we have collected psychiatric and socio
demographic data concerning all adolescents 15·20 years old admitted to the
emergencyroom of the Geneva's UniversityHospitalafter a suicide atlempt. In
this paper, we shall present the most outstandingcharacteristics of these data.

The psychologic functioning and the life-events of the cohort of 149
adolescents who have been assessed after attemptingsuicide will be analysed
and, whenever possible, compared to those of Swiss adolescents within a
general population. We shall concentrateon psychiatricdiagnoses (DSM III-R),
as well as on life-events,socio-demographic featuresand sex ratio.

We are convinced that a better identification of psychiatric and socio
demographic characteristics are useful In working out efficient primary and
secondarypreventionprograms.
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BEINGANADOLESCENT IN A VIOLENT HOMEIN
CAMPINAS.SP ANDTHE SOCIALREPRESENTATIONS

M C N Montejro M. A. A. Cabral Department of MentalHealth
Fondation Oswaldo Cruz,Av. N. S. Copacobana 1004,apt501,
Copocobana, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The aim study was to identifyand analyse the socialrepresen
tationsof dorrestk violenceon adolescentsliving inCampinas-SP.
The problemsleadingto violencein the family particularly in
childhoodwere assessed.and the associationof this with
delinquency, socialmaladjustrrent, rebelliousness, aggression and
marginalbehaviourinadolescence. For the studydesigntwo
mixed-sex groups of adolescentsbetweenthe ages of 12and 18
were identified. The first comprised50 youngsterswho had
experiencedchildabuseaccordingto the Crami-Campinas (regional
registrationcentre for mistreatedchildren). The second group wasa
control group of the samenumber,sex, age and SOCial conditions of
those in group one but withoutevidenceof childabusesyndrom::.

Basedon the literaturethisresearch involves 3 theories:-domestic
violence.adolescence andsocialrepresentation. The
methodological investigation included the application of research
devices, e.g., interview-based in a structuredanamnese. To
analysethe data qualitativemethodswereused to identifythe social
representationof domesticviolenceby the adolescents.
The quantitativemethod was also used to describesocial
representauonandeconorruc conditions In both groups. The results
are a comparisonbetweenthe groups plus theoreticdiscussion base
on the literaturereviewparticularly for the psycho-social approach.
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LITHUANIAN PSYCHIATRY·A NEEDFOR MENTAL
HEALTHCOALmON

I2...£IIns.. ChildMentalHealth Centre, University of Vilnius,
Vyatauto IS, Vilnius, Lithuania

Democraticchangesin Uthuaniansocietyandthe adoptionof the
MentalHealth Act by the UthuanianParliam:ntin 1995 havelead
to positivechangesin the development in the fieldof rrental health.
Generalpsychiatryhas gradually and reluctantlymovedfromthe
traditionsof totalitarianSovietpsychiatry towardsacceptanceof
internationalstandardsinallaspectsof mentalhealth.Three sub
specialities: psychotherapy, childpsychiatry and drug and alcohol
abuse - have made great progress inaccepting approachesbasedon
humanrights, comnwnityand family involvermnl, teamworkand
de-medica1ization of mentalhealthproblems. Despite this progress
the differentapproachesmayhavea negativeinfluence on mentaJ
healthfundingpolicyunder the new NationalHealthInsurance
Systemwhichwillstart in 1997.

The rapid developrrentof psychotherapy as an independent
specialtywith highstandardsof trainingin psychodynmic therapyis
discussedas wellas an emphasis on the need for a broadcoalition
betweenprofessionalgroups,mentalhealthinstitutions andNGOs.
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WPAEDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES AND THE CZECH
PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION

L1Wllll;h. Departmen: ofPsychitry, Ist Medical Schoot, Charles
University, Prague, CzechRepublic

The Czech Psychiatric Association comprisesabout 1000 members
and meets regularly10~s a yearat the Psychiatric Department
of CharlesUniversity, Prague. Eachrreeting isaUended by
approximately 200 psychiatrists. Nationalconferences are held
every two years. One of the mainactivities of the Society is the
participationin postgraduateandcontinuing psychiatric trainingfor
whichWPA educationalprogrammes are a usefultooL
Translationsinto Czech have beenmadefor programmes on
dysthymia, schizophrenia, socialphobiaand OCD. The programme
on schizophrenia has beenused for lecturesin3 rrodulesandabout
40 psychiatrists participatedin theseparts. Socialphobiawas the
most successful programmewhichwascarriedout in 3 steps
including weekendtraininginCBT methods. To date about20
psychiatrists havereceivedcertificates and another30 willreceive
themin the near future. The OCD programme waspresented
several~s during variouspsychiatric conferences. In the second
half of the year the depressionprogramme willbe presented. WPA
educationalprogrammeshave proved to be popularin the Czech
Republic andare usefulteachingaidsin the training of psychiatrists
as wellas the educationof medicalstudents.
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