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T h e Journal offers a quarter ly survey of pol i t ics , e c o n o m i c s , a n d re lated topics in 
c o n t e m p o r a r y Africa. 

T h e m a i n emphas i s is u p o n the p e o p l e s a n d pol ic ies , the p r o b l e m s a n d progress 
of this d y n a m i c a n d disparate c o n t i n e n t ; u p o n the m a n y societ ies that are 
e v o l v i n g rather t h a n the essential characteris t ics o f the o l d ; u p o n the present , 
no t o n the m o r e distant past . T h e best current work is sought from special ists 
in different a c a d e m i c disc ipl ines , w h o s e contr ibut ions c a n i l l u m i n a t e a n d cross-
fertilise o n e another . 

T h e Journal seeks to p r o m o t e a deeper u n d e r s t a n d i n g of w h a t is h a p p e n i n g in 
Africa today . It is i n t e n d e d for b o t h the pol i t ical scientist a n d the pract i ca l po l i 
t ic ian, the adminis trator a n d the a d v o c a t e , the e c o n o m i s t a n d the e d u c a t o r , the 
banker a n d the business m a n , the d i p l o m a t a n d the technocrat , the civil servant 
a n d the nat ional ist leader . Al l h a v e s o m e t h i n g to contr ibute to these p a g e s a n d , 
it is h o p e d , m u c h to learn from t h e m . 

Editorial po l i cy avoids c o m m i t m e n t to a n y pol i t ical v i e w p o i n t or i d e o l o g y , 
whe ther imper ia l i sm, pan-Afr i can i sm, cap i ta l i sm, soc ia l i sm, or n a t i o n a l i s m . S u c h 
concepts , however , h a v e re l evance to the m o d e r n Afr ican s i tuat ion , a n d m e r i t 
serious discussion, often from several different po int s o f v i e w , in order that 
controvers ia l issues m a y be fairly e x a m i n e d . 
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