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Editorial policy

Journal of American Studies publishes works by scholars from all over the world
on American literature, history, institutions, politics, economics, film, popular
culture, geography and related subjects.

A ‘Notes and Comments’ section provides a forum for shorter pieces and
responses from readers to points made in articles or reviews.

1. Submissions

All contributions and editorial correspondence should be sent to: Susan Castillo,
Department of American Studies, King’s College London, Strand, London
WC2R 2LS. The Editor can also be contacted via email at
Susan.Castillo@kcl.ac.uk.

Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously been
published, and has not been submitted for publication elsewhere. Authors of
articles published in the journal assign copyright to Cambridge University Press
(with certain rights reserved) and will receive a copyright assignment form for
signature on acceptance of your paper. 

Contributors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any material
in which they do not own copyright, to be used in both print and electronic
media, and for ensuring that the appropriate acknowledgements are included in
their manuscript.

2. Manuscript preparation

Articles should not exceed 6,000 words.

Manuscripts should be submitted as an electronic attachment. All submissions
should be accompanied by an abstract of 150 words and a short CV of the
author(s).

The author should provide a note of his or her institutional affiliation at the foot
of the first page of the manuscript.

The author’s email address should be clearly readable on the first page of the
typescript, in case the disk cannot be opened. Text files should be word
documents if PC and rtf documents if Macintosh. File names should be of the
type AMSauthorsurname.doc or .rtf for ease of identification.

Diagrams, maps, and illustrations can be submitted as hard copy but also as
electronic files if available. Artwork of any kind should be made into and eps file
or a tif file and the file name should be AMSauthorsurname1.eps or .tif (where
the number is the figure number). 

Contributors should keep one copy of the typescript for correcting proofs. 

3. Text preparation

Spelling and punctuation may conform either to British or American usage,
providing it is consistent throughout. In either case quotation should follow the
style of the original.

Use -ize (as in organize), connection, enquiry, judgement, focussed, role; elite,
regime (without accents), but communiqué. 

Quotations: Long quotations (i.e., of 50 words or more) will be set apart in
smaller type, without quotation marks. They should also be indicated on the
typescript. Shorter quotations will be set in the text, with double quotations
within quotations, use single inside double. 

Punctuation: All commas and periods ending quotations should appear inside
the quotation marks; other punctuation goes outside unless it is actually part of
the matter quoted. 

Ellipsis within a sentence should be indicated by three ... spaced periods. Ellipsis
at the end of a sentence should be indicated by three spaced periods following the
sentence period, i.e. four periods in all. 

Indentation: The first line of articles and of sections within articles and of reviews
should not be indented. All other paragraphs begin with indentation. 

Dates: 13 January 1976 (but 13 Jan. in footnotes); March 1978; 1920s;
1965–68; 1904–08 (except in headings: 1771–1773); seventeenth century;
always abbreviate months in footnotes. 
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Copying
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