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coast. Here the manned space programme began in 1961 and culminated in 1969 with
the launching of the first space vehicle to land on the moon. The space centre has con-
tinued with the launching of six more moonships and is presently preparing for the
Skylab and Spaceshuttle programme.

Each of our crew visiting the Cape had heard extensively about the facilities we
were to see but we were nevertheless not prepared for the impact they were to have
on our senses. It would be futile to relate the kind of feeling one gets when viewing
launch complex 39-A from only 500 feet away, seeing the giant vehicle transport
crawler, inspecting from the inside the voluminous Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB),
and finally witnessing the spectacular night launch of the world’s largest rocket. Suffice
to say, these events rendered within us an awe that is nearly impossible to describe.

Apollo 17 was the last of the mighty moon ships. A note of sadness seemed to sing
faintly at the KSC as work crews went through the Apollo countdown for the last time.
Even the defiant Cocoa Beach motel signs displaying the words “Apollo 17 — the
Beginning, not the End” seemed to possess an inward resignation. These people had
made their living on the Apollo programme, too. Area motels had been booked since
August 1972 for this event. The personnel I spoke to were clearly proud of their
accomplishments and could not help but be awed by their own creations. No wonder.
Amid the intensity of 7,500 foot candles that turned the sky to a blinding pink, I knelt
and prayed that the burn would see those men into orbit. The remarkable sophistication
of a computer network that guides a man to the moon was exceeded by the deafening,
primitive blast that shoots him aloft. That no such blast will send a man to the moon
again in this century has saddened the people who have made it possible. Oh, they
have been compromised a little. The Skylab that will be launched next month will
utilize more Saturn vehicles. The technicians in the VAB milled about and fussed over
these vehicles while we were there. But one senses that the momentum generated by
the moon programme has now been lost. Although the purposes and practicalities of
the Skylab mission seem clear and indisputable, the people who build rockets at Cape
Kennedy are not content. They are not content only to build and fly rockets that circle
the earth. They want to reach out further to the moon again, to Mars and beyond.
What is needed next is a space platform and orbital launch capability that will enable
men to embark on these missions without the tremendous launch costs that inhibit
space explorations today. The Skylab-Spaceshuttle programme embodies such a con-
cept. Let us hope that it will lead man to the planets again — before this century is out!

KEN HEWITT-WHITE
Ottawa Centre

Hints for Happy Observing

In this age of men on the moon and rockets to Mars there is no reason for a star
gazer to be uncomfortable while observing! If observing is to be done in the winter
the astronomer should be well insulated. The secret of warmth is not heavy clothes,
but layers of clothes. I find a sweater and ski jacket combination ideal. Ski pants or
“warm-up” pants on top of regular pants help to keep your legs warm. Snowmobile
boots or insulated boots are better than gum boots as far as insulation goes.

The best light to read charts by is a flashlight that has the lens covered by red plastic
tape (available in hardware stores). If lights are a problem, a blanket hung on a
wire, suspended between two tall poles may be a help (a large rock is easier, but it is
not recommended!).

When observing with a refractor it may be necessary to kneel down. A pillow in a
plastic garbage bag really saves the knees. I hope some of these tips help you have
more fun observing!

Tony PUERZER
Burnaby 3, B.C.
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