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M E M O R I A L 

W I L L I A M C U L P D A R R A H 

( 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 8 9 ) 

Will iam C. Da r r ah , educator , geologist, botanis t , a n d his tor ian, loved life, a n d he chose to share 
with o thers his genuine en joyment of discovery a n d learning th rough his wri t ing a n d teaching. His A 
Critical Review of the Upper Carboniferous Floras of the Eastern United States (1970) a n d nearly a 
hundred professional papers m a d e his n a m e familiar to m a n y paleontologists in Pennsylvania and 
th roughou t the U n i t e d States. It is interest ing to no te tha t early in his career Bill deve loped an interest 
in the early conifers, especially Walchia. At the t i m e of his dea th , he h a d jus t comple ted a manuscr ip t 
with Paul Lyons , " T h e Earliest Conifers in N o r t h Amer ica : U p l a n d a n d / o r Paleocl imat ic Indica tors? ," 
which has been accepted for publ icat ion in PALAIOS. Mos t recently, hav ing a t t ended the Internat ional 
Geological Conference in the U n i t e d States in 1933, Bill had hoped to present a paper on the D u n k a r d 
a t the July 1989 I G C in Washing ton , D .C . 

Ove r a lifetime, Bill m a d e great con t r ibu t ions to pa leobotany a n d geology. Even so, m a n y still may 
know little abou t his ex t raord inary life. 

Wil l iam (Bill) D a r r a h was bo rn in Reading , Pennsylvania , on J anua ry 12, 1909. H e received his 
B.S. degree from the Univers i ty of Pi t tsburgh in 1931 . Fol lowing graduate s tudies, he went on to 
H a r v a r d Univers i ty in 1934, first as a research assis tant a n d then as research cura tor in paleobotany 
at the Botanical M u s e u m as well as faculty ins t ructor in biology unti l 1942. Dur ing the war years, Bill 
devo ted n ine years as an assis tant head research engineer in the Research & D e v e l o p m e n t Laboratory 
of Ray theon Manufac tur ing C o m p a n y of W a l t h a m , Massachuse t t s . 

In 1951 , he m o v e d his family to Get tysburg, Pennsylvania , where he r e sumed his var ious research 
a n d wri t ing act ivi t ies . In 1953, he jo ined the faculty of Get tysburg College. Awarded a full professorship 
in 1963, he r ema ined there unti l his re t i rement in 1976. Get tysburg College awarded h i m the honorary 
degree of Doc to r of H u m a n e Letters in 1977. 

T h r o u g h o u t his long career, Wi l l iam D a r r a h publ ished m o r e than 13 books , including Principles of 
Paleobotany (2nd edi t ion, 1960), Textbook of Paleobotany (1939), The Exploration of the Colorado 
River (1940, 1950), Powell of the Colorado (1951), a n d Pithole: the Vanished City (1972). 

Al though suffering from hear t t rouble a n d te rmina l cancer, Bill was always in good spirits. H e was 
devo ted to his family a n d r ema ined c o m m i t t e d to cont inu ing his research and o ther educat ional 
pursui ts . Interes ted in people , he was a pa t ient listener, an enthusias t ic talker, a concerned guide to 
friends, colleagues, s tudents alike. 

Elsie Da r r ah Morey 
Norr i s town, Pennsylvania 

857 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022336000019119 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022336000019119

