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NEW FROM PRINCETON

A New Collection of Poetry by the Winner 
of the Bollingen Prize in Poetry

For Louis Pasteur
Edgar Bowers

In poems about his friends, his family's home in Georgia, trips to New Mexico, persons in 
the Old Testament, and Louis Pasteur, Edgar Bowers writes to place and examine his subjects 
and his experiences in history and in cultures. The "Thirteen Views of Santa Barbara," for 
example, is grounded in a place usually perceived as "ahistoric" with the same motive that 
prompts him to ask in the title poem: "How shall a generation know its story / If it will 
know no other?" and that causes him throughout the collection to discover the possibilities 
of blank verse and of classical kinds of poem, structure, and feeling.
Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets
Paper: $9.95 ISBN 0-691-01467-1 Cloth: $17.00 ISBN 0-691-06810-0

The Didactic Muse
Scenes of Instruction in Contemporary American Poetry

Willard Spiegelman
Writing with the vigor and elan that readers have come to expect from his many astute 

reviews and essays, Willard Spiegelman maintains that contemporary American poets have 
returned to the poetic aims of an earlier era: to edify, as well as to delight, and thus to serve 
the "didactic muse."

".. .By [Spiegelman's] brilliant studies of individual poets he illuminates poetry itself, its 
resources, and accomplishments."
—Theodore Weiss, Princeton University
Paper: $10.95 ISBN 0-691-01460-4 Cloth: $39.50 ISBN 0-691-06799-6

German Romanticism 
and Its Institutions

Theodore Ziolkowski
Theodore Ziolkowski explores five institutions—mining, law, madhouses, universities, 

and museums— that provide the socio-historical context for German Romantic culture. He 
examines how German writers and thinkers helped to shape the five institutions, all of which 
assumed their modem form during the Romantic period, and how these social structures in 
turn contributed to major literary works through image, plot, character, and theme.
Cloth: $45.00 ISBN 0-691-06801-1

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR

Princeton University Press
41 WILLIAM ST. • PRINCETON, NJ 08540 • (609) 258-4900 
ORDERS 800-PRS-ISBN (777-4726)
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language 
and literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the jour
nal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly 
methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of 
its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the im
plications of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, 
readable presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words 
are not considered for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes trans
lations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its 
contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek word
ing free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article sub
mitted is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Com
mittee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the 
Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until 
a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, 
to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be addressed 
to the Editor of PMLA, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. An author’s name 
should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s name, 
address, and the title of the article, should accompany the article. Authors should 
not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such refer
ences would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous work, 
for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for trans
lations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as indepen
dent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types of 
proposals are welcome: (1) seminal scholarship from earlier periods that has not lost 
its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy event 
for a broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and potential 
influence to merit dissemination within the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous 
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with 
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an abstract of the 
essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000 words, pre
pared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay if the essay 
is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original. In addition, if 
the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the essay or to designate a translator 
(who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word sample of the translation should 
be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit. The 
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the trans
lations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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