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Scope

Environmental issues encompass huge problems that evidently require ‘interdisciplinary’ science and management, yet these
approaches seem to be few and there are many barriers (e.g. institutional structures) to progress. With much discussion about the
need for interdisciplinary thinking to improve understanding and management of the global environment, the Foundation for En-
vironmental Conservation is planning the 6th International Conference on Environmental Future (6ICEF, Newcastle upon Tyne
UK 18–22 July 2011) to comprehensively debate what ‘interdisciplinary environmental science’ is and what it might be in future.

The overarching questions for the 6ICEF are: What is interdisciplinarity in environmental science and management? When
is interdisciplinarity successful in environmental science or management and when not, and what are the measures of success?
What are the tools, media, approaches and frameworks that work? What if any has been the added value of interdisciplinary
work and what are its limitations?

Major reviews are already being commissioned to provide keynote and discussion material at the 6ICEF and this themed
issue will help further broaden the background for this conference. Papers of interest may be on epistemologies and institutional
issues, on the science and methodologies involved or on management practices. The following are example of the sorts of
questions which papers in the Themed Issue might seek to answer:

Epistemological and Institutional issues

• What are the social, economic, psychological etc barriers to interdisciplinary work?
• What are the benefits and costs of ID communication and what are the scales and drivers of interdisciplinary work and

understanding?
• What new types of knowledge production arrangements exist, is there a shift from disciplinary to interdisciplinary knowledge

production?
• How sharply should the sciences be separated from the interpretation of value, how should scientific data from different

disciplines be integrated and how should the data be used to evaluate proposed policies?
• What sort of an institutional milieu is optimal for interdisciplinary work? How does one teach or foster interdisciplinary

approaches? How can institutional (e.g. university) programmes be structured to promote this?

Science and methodologies

• How does disciplinary science integrate results from interdisciplinary research? What are the tools, media, approaches and
frameworks that work interdisciplinarily?
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• Which are the criteria of excellence for the evaluation of ID research?
• Which kinds of change must disciplinary theories and methods undergo to become suitable for interdisciplinary work, and

thus meaningful for problems which cannot usefully be addressed by single disciplines in isolation?
• What if any has been the added value of interdisciplinary work and what are its limitations?
• When is interdisciplinarity successful in environmental science and when not, and what are the measures of success?
• How should interdisciplinary research be promoted to funders and implementation agencies? How should interdisciplinary

research results be published?

Authors might be interested to highlight case studies of particular ecosystems, landscapes or biomes, or might focus on
particular resources (e.g. forestry, fisheries).

Management

• Does environmental management always have to be interdisciplinary?
• What is the main medium of successful interdisciplinary management?
• What demands will a surge in interdisciplinary place on conceptual foundations and practices of research?
• What are the environmental interdisciplinary needs of practitioners?
• How important is the science/management relationship relative to that between managers and stakeholder communities and

how improve these?
• What is interdisciplinary environmental management?
• When is interdisciplinarity successful in environmental management and when not, and what are the measures of success?
• What are the tools, media, approaches and frameworks that work?
• What if any has been the added value of interdisciplinary work and what are its limitations?

Authors might wish to address such questions based on studies of particular movements or concepts (e.g. co-management,
social-ecological systems, adaptive management, sustainability science) or base their papers on specific processes or approaches
(e.g. political ecology, environmental economics, policy formulation).

Submission Guidelines

Only original and unpublished high-quality research papers are considered, and manuscripts must be in English. Standard
Research papers (max 8000 words) are of particular interest but Reviews (Max 10000 words), Reports (max 4000 words) and
Comments (max 1500 words) may also be submitted. Instructions for Authors can be found at http://journals.cambridge.
org/enc/ifc. The papers must be submitted via the journal web submission route (http://mc. manuscriptcentral.com/envcon).

You must provide a cover letter to indicate that the submission is for “Themed Issue on Interdisciplinary
Progress in Environmental Science”. If this is not supplied, or if insufficient papers are submitted for the theme, they will be
published by the journal as normal submissions. All papers will be submitted to a rigorous peer-review process and the mere fact
that they are part of a themed issue (solicited or not) does not guarantee acceptance. All contributors must commit themselves
to the schedule of dates above, otherwise their paper will not be included in the issue, but could be included in later issues as a
stand alone paper.
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Manuscripts may now be submitted via Manuscript CentralTM

Go to http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/envcon.

Please consult the Instructions for Authors published in this issue of

Environmental Conservation.
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Environmental Conservation welcomes papers relevant to scientifically
based management of the Earth's environment. The Journal publishes:

• subject reviews (normally <10 000 words)
• research papers (up to 8 000 words)
• reports (<400 words including references)
• comments (<1000 words)
• book reviews (<750 words).

The main criteria for acceptance of subject reviews and research papers are
originality, scientific rigour, international interdisciplinary appeal to the
readership and acceptability of style. Papers must not have been published
previously, nor be under consideration for publication elsewhere.
Environmental Conservation employs an interactive processing and editing
procedure. We receive many more submissions than we have space to 
publish and the final authority in all matter relating to publication lies with
the Editor. All papers are initially assessed by the Editorial Office and are
likely to be returned to the authors for revision before peer review. Papers
are accepted on the understanding that the underlying work has been 
conducted in an environmentally and socially responsible manner. In order
for the Journal to deal with any copyright matters, the corresponding
author is required to assign the copyright of any paper published to the
Foundation for Environmental Conservation. All authors must ensure that
all necessary permissions have been obtained for reproducing any other
copyright material, including the right to reproduce and publish electron-
ically.

Manuscript submission
Papers should be submitted online by registering with our Manuscript
Central service at
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/envcon and uploading the paper. Please
ensure that your document is double-spaced and written in a 12-point com-
mon font such as Times New Roman. All pages must be numbered and a
word count given (including references and figure legends). Please remem-
ber that a separate abstract <200 words is required at submission. In the
event that substantial English improvement is required at any stage during
the processing of a manuscript a quote will be supplied for the work
involved. Authors are urged to read the detailed instructions for submitting
their manuscript online. These can be found at the submission website by
clicking on the ‘Instructions and Forms’ link in the top right of the screen;
and then clicking on the link for ‘Environmental Conservation Online
Submission Instructions for Authors ’ on the following page. Authors who
are unable to submit online should contact the Editorial Office
(envcons@ncl.ac.uk) for assistance. When a paper is accepted for publication
the preferred formats for papers are Microsoft Word for text, and .tif or .eps
for any Figures saved electronically.

Journal style guide
A recent issue of the journal from Volume 30 onwards should be consulted
for style. Units, symbols and related matters are based on the CBE Manual
Scientific Style and Format (6th Edition, 1994, ISBN 0-521-47154-0). The
first page must include author names (capitals) and full addresses where the
work was carried out. The corresponding author should provide an email
address. Current addresses, where different, should also be given, and a
word count including references and legends. The second page should 
contain a Summary followed by the main body of text. A research paper will
normally have such sections as: Introduction; Methods; Results; Discussion;
Acknowledgments; References; Tables (numbered in textual sequence and
including captions); Figure legends; and Figures, which should accordingly
be so ordered. A subject review should have sections appropriate to the topic
addressed, but any methods and sources should preferably be detailed in a
separate section. The Summary should be concise and informative. It should
be <5% of the total word count and is complete in itself. It should succinctly
express the context, purpose, methods, findings, approach and implications
of the study. There should be no references or unexplained abbreviations.
Avoid phrases such as ‘are described’, ‘will be discussed’, etc. The Methods
section should include essential details of study area, analyses and sources of
data. Please note that footnotes are not used in the Environmental
Conservation.

Spelling
Spelling should conform to The Concise Oxford Dictionary, 10th edition
or later. Scientific names of genera, species and subspecies, but not of
higher groups, should be italicised. Foreign words should be italicized at
their first mention, where they also must be defined and explained, but
thereafter may be written in normal typeface.

Units, abbreviations, etc
The International System of units (SI) is to be used. Units, symbols and
related matters are based on the CBE Manual Scientific Style and Format
(6th Edition, 1994, ISBN 0-521-47154-0). Acronyms and abbreviations are
generally in upper case and should be expanded at the first mention. All

currencies should at first mention have a US$ exchange rate (e.g. ‘£1 =
US$1.89, January 2005).

References
All references to cited literature should be given in alphabetical order on a
new page at the end of the paper. Where a Reference is not to a recognized
periodical or substantive book, but rather to an official document, internal
technical or consultancy report, greater flexibility may be exercised. The
chief criterion for correct referencing is that a reader be provided with the
information necessary to find the item cited. References should also be
given to international treaties (UNTS number). Unnecessary references
should be omitted. Please refer to the online ‘Instructions for Authors’ for
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Tables
Tables should be on sheets separate from the main text and presented one
per page complete with heading. They should be numbered and referred to
by their number in the text. Tables should be suitable for production on a
single journal page or less. Table captions should be brief and ensure the
Table is comprehensible without reference to the text. They should incor-
porate any scale, key or symbols, etc. necessary to interpret the information.

Figures

Figures should again be on sheets separate from the text. Each Figure must
be on a separate page, unboxed and clearly identified. These may be line
drawings or photographs and all should be referred to consecutively in the
text as Fig. 1, etc. Figures should be as simple as possible, avoiding 3-
dimensional graphs, with fine lines, stippling and unusual symbols, which
cannot be reproduced satisfactorily when reduced to one (84mm) or two-
column width (175mm). Where various shadings are used within a figure
please ensure that it is easy to differentiate between them. Labels on
Figures should be added to the original drawing before submission. They
should be brief and explained in the legend. Preferred symbols are open
and filled circles, boxes and triangles, and these should be used consistent-
ly between Figures and as near as possible to 9 point when reproduced in
the final journal. Figure legends should be in a list separate from the
Figures and make the Figure comprehensible without reference to the text.
They should incorporate any scale, key or symbol, etc. necessary to inter-
pret the information. Maps must bear scales and photographs should
include some indication of scale. Figures reproduced from other sources
should be fully acknowledged in the legend, and permission for their
reproduction in both written and electronic format should be sought before
use. Colour illustrations are acceptable if they significantly inform/add
information to the text, and provided that they are of a very high quality.
However, the cost will be charged to the author(s) and an agreement to
meet the costs will be required before the manuscript can be accepted for
publication. For the purposes of reviewing, high-resolution graphics for
figures are not necessary; authors may submit low-resolution or pdf ver-
sions of figures, but should ensure that they are of sufficient quality for
viewing on-screen or by laser printing. You may insert your figures into
the document, but please put all figures and tables at the end. When your
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