
Introduction. At various stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, face
coverings have been recommended and encouraged as one of the
interventions to reduce transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
However, in the earlier stages of the pandemic, decisions on face
coverings relied primarily on evidence based on other viral respira-
tory infections.More direct evidence on the use of face coverings with
COVID-19 developed in tandem with the pandemic.
Health TechnologyWales undertook an ultra-rapid review to inform
national guidelines, the work assessed the evidence on the effective-
ness of face coverings to reduce SARS-CoV-2 transmission. We also
reviewed evidence on the efficacy of different types of face coverings.
Methods.We conducted a systematic literature search for evidence to
address (i) the effectiveness of face coverings to reduce the spread of
COVID-19 in the community, and (ii) the efficacy of different types
of face coverings designed for use in community settings. We iden-
tified a rapid review in 2021 by Public Health England that closely
aligned with our review questions. This provided the main source for
identifying relevant studies, supplemented by a search for publica-
tions following their search date.
Results. We identified two evidence reviews (including the Public
Health England review) that examined the effectiveness of face
coverings on reducing transmission of SARS-CoV-2; reporting on
31 and 39 studies, respectively. Two further primary studies were
published after the two evidence review searches were included.
Overall, the evidence suggested that face coverings may provide
benefits in preventing SARS-CoV-2 transmission, although the
higher-quality studies suggested that these benefits may be modest.
Medical masks appeared to have higher efficacy than fabric masks,
although the evidence was mixed.
Conclusions.At the time of this review, evidence on the effectiveness
of face coverings remains limited and conclusions rely on low-quality
sources of evidence with high risk of bias, although higher-quality
evidence points to some benefit. Face coverings may play a role in
preventing transmission of SARS-CoV-2, particularly as part of a
bundle of other preventative measures.
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Introduction. The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) conducts
early health technology assessment of new medicines in Scotland.
While budget impact is not a factor in decisions on reimbursement,
budget impact information is provided initially through horizon
scanning reports for high impact medicines (estimated net budget
impact >GBP 500,000 [EUR 585,710] per annum) to aid financial
planning and implementation of advice at the local level, and later
through budget impact templates from the submitting company

issued alongside SMC advice. This research aimed to understand
how the information is used and to evaluate the benefits of a lifecycle
approach to budget impact analysis.
Methods. Health Board users of the budget impact templates were
surveyed to explore the degree of utilization and identify areas for
improvement, including the need to cross-validate the horizon scan-
ning estimates with those of the submitting company. Responses
were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively, with comments coded
in Nvivo (QSR International) and themes established through the-
matic analysis.
Results. The initial responses received (n=17) provided representa-
tion from 57 percent of Health Boards (i.e., payers) covering 79 per-
cent of the population. Preliminary results showed that while the
budget impact templates were valued, 69 percent of respondents
found them ‘somewhat useful’, suggesting scope for improvement.
Almost half (48%) of the respondents used the templates for high
impact medicines, with only 30 percent using them for all medicines.
Themajority (76%) of those surveyed thought there would be value in
linking budget impact information throughout the SMC process. An
emerging theme was that some users found the templates complex
and inflexible, and that a simpler, more adaptable tool to aid the
planning process would be welcomed. Priorities identified for
improving template included adapting them to the local population
and adjusting medicine prices to reflect confidential discounts.
Conclusions. This research suggests that budget impact information
is valued byHealth Boards and that there is strong support for linking
budget impact estimates and engaging stakeholders throughout a
medicine’s lifecycle. Simplifying the templates, increasing their
adaptability, and providing guidance and training in their use will
be key steps in improving this important part of SMC process.
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Introduction. The use of telemedicine services has increased world-
wide during recent years because of national strategies for digitaliza-
tion of health care and the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic. However, healthcare professionals often express uncer-
tainty regarding the effectiveness of telemedicine interventions. The
TELEMED database (https://telemedicine.cimt.dk/) was introduced
by the Centre for Innovative Medical Technology (CIMT) at Odense
University Hospital to ensure that hospital managers, healthcare
professionals, and other stakeholders have access to scientific studies
of telemedicine interventions.
Methods. The database constitutes a structured literature search in
PubMed for randomized and non-randomized controlled trials on
the use of telemedicine for treating somatic diseases in the hospital
setting. The search was conducted by staff members in the health
technology assessment unit at CIMT. Identified studies were sorted
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