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Matters of Life and Death

Perspectives on Public Health, Molecular Biology,
Cancer, and the Prospects for the Human Race

John Cairns

John Cairns has made significant contributions to cancer research, molecular biol-
ogy, and virology. Here he explains what is known about cancer today and about mol-
ecular biology in terms that are easily understood by people with little or no scientific
training.

In this fascinating book, Cairns explores the revolution in public health, the origins
and principles of molecular biology, and our emerging understanding of the causes of
cancer. Finally, he discusses how these developments are likely to affect future genera-
tions.

“Graceful essays from the pen of a keen observer who is blessed with a wide-rang-
ing intellect and a familiarity with molecular biology, human origins, epidemiology,
and the origins of human cancer."—Robert A. Weinberg, author of Racing to the
Beginning of the Road
Cloth £23.00 ISBN 0-691-02872-9

New in paperback

The Private
Science

of Louis Pasteur
Gerald L. Geison

“In revealing . . . discrepancies between
Pasteur’s private activities and the accounts he
subsequently published of those activities,
Geison’s aim is not to discredit Pasteur or his
contributions to science. On the contrary, he
gives full credit to Pasteur’s brilliance as an
experimenter. But he also makes clear the
extent to which Pasteur's public reputation
depended not just on his ability to manipulate
his experimental materials in the laboratory,
but also on on his ability to control and manipulate the information that issued from
his laboratory."—Steve Sturdy, Medical History

“Geison makes Pasteur in many ways worthier of our admiration than the saintly
figure of legend was."—The Economist
Winner of the 1996 William H. Welch Medal sp ed by the American Association for the History of Medicine
Paper £14.95 ISBN 0-691-01552-X
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Antiquarian books in the history
of medicine and the health
sciences.
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