

    
    

    



  Skip to main content


 Accessibility help


  
      
          
              We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.

          

          
              
                  
                  
                  [image: Close cookie message]
                  
              
          

      

  

  
  
  
    
      Login Alert

    

    
      
        
          

        

      

      
        Cancel

        
          Log in
        

      

      ×
    

  


    
        
            
                

            

        

        
            

            
                
            

        

        ×
    





      
        

        
      





    

    




    
        
            [image: ]
        

    


    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
            
                
                    [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                    Home
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                  
                                  

                                  
                                  
                                

                                
                                                                  

                            

                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
        
        
        
                  

    




  









  
    Hostname: page-component-7c8c6479df-hgkh8
    Total loading time: 0
    Render date: 2024-03-19T04:46:19.829Z
    Has data issue: false
    hasContentIssue false
  
  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Comparative Studies in Society and History 
	>Volume 64 Issue 3 
	>The Evolution of Social Darwinism in China, 1895–1930



 	English
	
      Français
    





   [image: ] Comparative Studies in Society and History
      

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References




  The Evolution of Social Darwinism in China, 1895–1930
      
      Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
      04 May 2022

    Xiaoxing Jin   
 
 
 [image: ] 
 



Show author details
     

 
 
	Xiaoxing Jin*
	Affiliation: Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA
          



  


    	Article
          
	Metrics
          



 Article contents    	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References


 Get access  [image: ] Share  

 [image: ] 

 [image: ] Cite  [image: ]Rights & Permissions
     [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  

This paper investigates the development of social Darwinism in China from the mid-1890s to 1930 vis-à-vis its ties with social Darwinism in the West, employing a comparative analysis of Spencer, Huxley, and Yan Fu. A form of evolutionism that envisioned a cosmological order based upon strength was transformed into a component of power politics in Republican China, despite unsuccessful political endeavors that illustrated both the triumphs and social malfunctions of evolutionary ideas. From the late 1910s, a new variety of social Darwinism arose alongside the scientific one, reflecting the influence of Kropotkin and de Vries, as Chinese thinkers incorporated non-Anglophone texts. The theories that emerged made sense of the changing Chinese adaptations of evolutionary thinking by contextualizing and modifying them within the intellectual and political dynamics inside China and also in China’s evolving relationship with capitalism and imperialism.
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