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Join APSA in Boston for the 114th 
Annual Meeting to address the latest 
scholarship in political science while 

exploring the theme, “Democracy and Its 
Discontents.” APSA and the 2018 program 
chairs Henry Farrell, The George Washing-
ton University, and Anna Grzymala-Busse, 
Stanford University, look forward to your 
participation in panels and sessions pre-
pared by APSA's 56 divisions and numerous 
related groups at the 2018 meeting. 

The largest political science conference in 
the world will be held in Boston— a quintes-
sential blend of colonial history and cutting-
edge innovation. From the charming cob-
blestones of Beacon Hill and revolutionary 
landmarks of the Freedom Trail, to the iconic 
grounds of Fenway Park, Boston is a treasure 
trove of Americana. Fun if by land and fun 
if by sea, Boston is an ideal destination for 
APSA 2018! Explore diverse neighborhoods, 
enjoy an eclectic array of performing arts and 
special events, shop in chic boutiques and 
high-end malls, fall into a foodies’ paradise, 
and discover the true essence of Boston, a 
cosmopolitan hub where tradition and inno-
vation interact every day. 

Be sure to book your APSA hotel early 
to take advantage of the group rate. Regis-
tration is now live! For more information, 
visit: https://connect.apsanet.org/apsa2018/
registration.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
An anticipated 6,500 political scientists 
will participate in the three and half days 
of sessions—and the preliminary day of 
short courses—from which to choose. Ses-
sions are developed by APSA sections, divi-
sions, and related groups. The preliminary 
program will be available at the end of May.

In addition to the educational sessions, 
meeting highlights will include the presidential 

address by Kathleen Thelen, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology; the opening recep-
tion; career placement; the APSA awards 
ceremony; APSA section and partner meet-
ings and receptions; and an exhibit hall with 
more than 100 publishers, classroom soft-
ware technology providers, and more. The 
popular new session formats, introduced in 
2016, will return, allowing for more interac-
tive discussion and participation. 

For more information visit https:// 
connect.apsanet.org/apsa2018/schedule-at-
a-glance and https://connect.apsanet.org/
apsa2018/proposal-submission-options.

PARTICIPATION
After a successful Call for Proposals, the 
Annual Meeting conference co-chairs have 
been busy planning and confirming details 
for approximately 40 plenaries, theme pan-
els, and breaking-news sessions. 

Proposal acceptances went out last 
month, and participants are confirming 
their participation roles. When accepting 
panel and individual paper proposals, it is 

important to follow the four 2018 partici-
pation rules:

Rule 1: Participation Limitation
Please note that participation is limited 
to (2) roles, with a maximum of (1) paper 
author role. This allows for an individu-
al to have up to (2) non-author presenter 
appearances (for example, on a roundtable 
or Author Meets Critics panel), or (1) non-
author presenter role and (1) paper author 
role. Chair and discussant roles are service 
roles and do not count towards this limit.

An attendee may present only one paper 
at the conference, but may appear on the 
program as a non-presenting coauthor on 
two other papers without exceeding partici-
pation limits.

Paper author roles are included on full 
paper panels, as well as mini-conferences. 
These roles are listed as “Author” in the sub-
mission system and participants will upload a 
paper to correspond with their presentation.

Non-author presenter roles are tradition-
ally in roundtables, Author Meets Critics, 
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cafes, workshops, and mini-conferences. 
These roles are listed as “Presenter” in the 
submission system. Presenters do not author 
a paper for these appearances. Review the 
full definitions of panels and roles at https://
connect.apsanet.org/apsa2018/proposal-
submission-options.

Exemptions
1. Participation as a non-presenting 

coauthor does not count towards the 
Author presentation limit.

2. Participation as a discussant or chair does 
not count towards any appearance limits.

3. Participation in one theme panel 
is allowed. If you’ve met the two 
participation roles, an exemption is 
available for one theme panel.

4. Participation in one APSA panel or status 
committee panel is allowed. If you’ve met 
the two participation roles, an exemption 
is available for one APSA panel.

5. Participating in or presenting a paper on 
a panel organized by Division 9: Teaching 
and Learning in Political Science & 
Political Science Education does not 
count towards these limits.

6. If a person is appearing during a panel 
session as an Author or Coauthor 
presenter, serving as chair or discussant of 
the same session does not count towards 
the participation limit.

7. Participation in or leadership of pre-
conference workshops or short courses 
does not count towards the participation 
limit.

8. Participation in a Research Cafe does not 
count towards the participation limit.

9. Delivery of an iPoster presentation does 
not count towards the participation limit.

Rule 2: Pre-registration
APSA requires all program participants 

to pre-register by June 11, 2018. Participants 
who do not pre-register by June 11 will be 
removed from the program.

Rule 3: Paper Delivery
As a paper presenter, you have an impor-

tant obligation to ensure that all mem-
bers of your panel, especially discussants, 
receive your paper two weeks prior to the 
conference, with enough time to prepare 
for the meeting. Papers should be upload-
ed to the conference system no later than 
August 13, 2018.

Rule 4: Panel Schedule
Panels are scheduled in time slots begin-

ning at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday and conclud-
ing at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday. Participants are 
expected to be available for any of the time 

slots. Please note that due to the large num-
ber of participants on the meeting program, 
scheduling requests are not accepted.

TRAVEL GRANTS
APSA provides travel grants to assist some 
members in attending the Annual Meet-
ing. APSA members who are US graduate 
students, international graduate students 
studying in the US, unemployed, or inter-
national scholars are eligible to apply. If 
selected, recipients must pre-register for 
the APSA Annual Meeting in order to be 
able to receive travel grants. Priority will be 
given to applicants who will present at the 
Annual meeting, to first-time applicants, or 
those who have not received a travel grant 
since 2015. For more information visit: 
https://connect.apsanet.org/apsa2018/
travel-grants. ■
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