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Language and Desire in 
Seneca's Phaedra
Charles Segal

This close reading of Seneca's most
influential tragedy explores the question of 
how poetic language produces the impres
sion of an individual self, a full personality 
with a conscious and unconscious emo
tional life. Discussing Seneca's language as a 
vehicle for revealing the repressed or im
perfectly understood desires of his charac
ters, Charles Segal demonstrates that the 
poet's deliberate distortions of rhetoric 
function in a manner akin to the transfor
mative processes of the unconscious.
Seneca sets each character into a psycho
logical landscape in which ancient mythical 
symbols are reinterpreted in a new, inter
nalizing way. At the same time, his 
elaborate style reflects awareness of his 
own textual production. $30.00

Pindar's Mythmaking
The Fourth Pythian Ode 
Charles Segal

Combining historical and philological 
method with contemporary literary 
analysis, this study of Pindar's longest and 
most elaborate victory ode, the Fourth 
Pythian, traces the underlying mythical 
patterns, implicit poetics, and processes of 
mythopoesis that animate his poetry. It is 
particularly concerned with the way in 
which he incorporates patriarchal and aris
tocratic ideology, myths of creations and 
first beginnings, the voyage to the limits of 
the world, and the myth of the hero. $24.00

Understanding Terence
Sander M. Goldberg

Instead of seeing Terence primarily as an 
adapter of Greek New Comedy, Sander 
Goldberg treats him as an innovative 
dramatist writing for a specifically Roman 
audience. His book will interest not only 
students of classical literature but also 
those concerned with wider problems of 
critical theory and the comic tradition.
Alert to Terence's mastery of dramatic 
technique, Professor Goldberg combines 
literary and philological techniques to 
redirect the study of his works from its 
traditional preoccupation with source 
criticism to a fuller understanding of his 
aims and methods as a dramatist and of his 
considerable influence on subsequent Latin 
literature. $28.50

Eros the Bittersweet
An Essay 
Anne Carson

"This is an extraordinary book — the 
book of a poet, a subtle critic, and a scholar.
It is also a brilliant piece of writing: flaw
lessly phrased throughout, constantly sur
prising but never disappointing, and laced 
with a wit that is all the more effective 
because it is perfectly disciplined."
—Bernard Knox
Published for the Center for Hellenic Studies 
$20.00

Averroes'Middle 
Commentary on Aristotle's 
Poetics
Translated, with notes and introduction, by 
Charles E. Butterworth 

Said to be the greatest among the Muslim 
commentators on Aristotle, Averroes (1126 
-1198) in this work investigates his own 
poetical tradition from a unique Platonic 
and Aristotelian perspective. The result is 
an eloquent analysis of the qualities of both 
Greek and Arabic poetry. Charles Butter- 
worth offers a translation of the commen
tary that is not only the first in English 
from the Arabic original, but the first from 
the Arabic text in any language other than 
medieval Hebrew or Latin. $22.50

---------------------------------------------------------At your bookstore or-----------------------------------------------------------------

41 William Street Princeton University Press Princeton, NJ 08540

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923


October 1986

Publications of the
Modern Language Association of America

Volume 101 Number 5

PUBLISHED SIX TIMES A YEAR BY THE ASSOCIATION

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923


The Modern Language Association of America
ORGANIZED 1883 INCORPORATED 1900

OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1986
President: J. Hillis Miller, University of California, Irvine 
First Vice-President: Winfred P. Lehmann, University of Texas, Austin 
Second Vice-President: Barbara Herrnstein Smith, University of Pennsylvania 
Executive Director: Phyllis Franklin
Deputy Executive Director and Treasurer: Hans Rutimann

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

For the term ending 31 December 1986 

Paul Hernadi
University of California, Santa Barbara
Eva M. Kushner
McGill University
Ulrich W. Weisstein
Indiana University, Bloomington

For the term ending 31 December 1988

Mary Louise Pratt
Stanford University
Frank J. Warnke
University of Georgia
Ruth Bernard Yeazell
University of California, Los Angeles

For the term ending 31 December 1987

Houston A. Baker, Jr.
University of Pennsylvania
Elaine Marks
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
James Olney
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge

For the term ending 31 December 1989 

Peter Elbow
State University of New York, Stony Brook
Joan M. Ferrante
Columbia University
Patricia M. Spacks
Yale University

TRUSTEES OF INVESTED FUNDS

William O. Baker C. Waller Barrett
Murray Hill, New Jersey Charlottesville, Virginia

Joel Conarroe 
New York, New York

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is issued six times a year, in January, March, May, September, October, and November, by 
the Modern Language Association of America. Membership is open to those persons who are professionally interested 
in the modern languages and literatures. Annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, are based on members’ 
salaries and are graduated as follows: student members (four years maximum), $10; new regular members (first year), 
$25; regular members (salary under $12,000), $10; regular members (salary $12,000-$15,000), $35; regular members (sal
ary $15,000-$20,000), $45; regular members (salary $20,000-$25,000), $50; regular members (salary $25,000-$30,000), 
$55; regular members (salary $3O,OOO-$35,OOO), $60; regular members (salary $35,000-$40,000), $65; regular members 
(salary $40,000-$45,000), $70; regular members (salary $45,000-$50,000), $75; regular members (salary $50,000-$55,000), 
$80; regular members (salary $55,OOO-$6O,OOO), $85; regular members (salary $60,000-$65,000), $90; regular members 
(salary $65,000-$70,000), $95; regular members (salary $7O,OOO-$75,OOO), $100; regular members (salary $75,000 and 
above), $105; joint members (two individuals sharing the same household, who receive one subscription to PMLA but 
two copies of all other publications), add $20 to dues category of higher-income member; foreign members, same as 
regular members (ascertain dues category based on American dollar equivalent). Membership applications are available 
on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $70. A subscription including a bound volume 
at the end of the year is $170, domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 4% as their fee. Single copies of the January, March, 
May, and October issues may be obtained for $7.50 each; the November (Program) issue for $20; the September (Direc
tory) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the MLA Member and Customer Services Office. Claims for undelivered 
issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single issue price will 
be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Kraus Reprint Co., Millwood, NY 10546; (914) 762-2200. 
Early and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. Purchase 
of current volumes on film is restricted to subscribers of the journal.

OFFICE OF PUBLICATION AND EDITORIAL OFFICES 
10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003

All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and Customer Services Office 
of the Association. If a change of address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be in
formed of this fact at the same time.
Second-class postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing office.
Copyright © 1986 by The Modem Language Association of America.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Member and Customer Services Office, Modern Language Association of 
America, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003.

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923


Contents • October
Guest Column.......................................................................771

Notes on Contributors ........ 773

Forthcoming in PMLA . . . . . . . 774

Borges in Action: A Narrative Homage.
Carlos Fuentes......................................................................778

Dialogics as an Art of Discourse in Literary Criticism.
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Abstract. If a dialogics, inspired by the work of Mikhail Bakhtin, were recognized as an 
art of discourse on the level of the arts of rhetoric and dialectic, it might shape a critical 
practice different from those governed by the more familiar arts. Tzvetan Todorov’s recent 
essay on dialogic criticism and Merle Brown’s account of F. R. Leavis’s “collaborative ex
change” in criticism contribute to the invention of such an art; further efforts to ration
alize it seem desirable and possible in the present critical conversation. (DHB)

“Conveniency to Nature”: Literary Art and Arbitrariness.
Charles Eric Reeves ....... 798

Abstract. Despite its prominence in many critical lexicons, the term “literary convention” 
rarely receives sustained theoretical scrutiny. Rather, it has served interpreters, and even 
theorists, as a kind of general-purpose catchall, loosely synonymous with “custom,”
“habit,” “assumption,” “myth,” “cliche,” “fiction,” or the French convenance. I argue 
that a philosophically rigorous definition of social convention may work heuristically to 
clarify what literary convention means and how it functions within a larger poetics. In par
ticular, an intelligible notion of literary convention will help clarify the dialectical relation 
of mimesis and semiosis—what derives from the “natural” world and what results from 
an internal economy of parts and whole. (CER)

Toward a Theory of the Engaging Narrator: Earnest Interventions in
Gaskell, Stowe, and Eliot. Robyn R. Warhol . .811

Abstract. Narrative theorists generally assume that narratees in novels are distinct from 
actual readers, as narrators are from authors. In early novels by Stowe, Gaskell, and Eliot, 
however, “engaging narrators” encourage actual readers to identify with the “you” that 
appears in narrative interventions. These novelists explicitly hoped to stir actual readers’ 
sympathy for real-world sufferers, possibly even to move readers to action. An engaging 
narrator, unlike a “distancing” one, calls the narratee “you” (not “the reader”); assumes 
that the narratee sympathizes with the story; claims that the characters are “real”; and con
sistently directs the actual reader to consider the parallels between the fiction and “real 
life.” Since these strategies seem to originate in certain nineteenth-century women’s texts, 
narrative theory’s omission of them may have implications for gender criticism. (RRW)
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England theory of representation as the preservation of an original and a Parisian theory 
of representation as a potentially infinite dispersal of delegates without a guiding origin 
or authority. (JR)
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“Turning and turning”: Coleridge on Our Knowledge of the
External World. H. J. Jackson ...... 848

Abstract. As a conceptual framework, the ascending spiral does not originate with 
Coleridge, but it appears in his work in a prominent and distinctive form. Although he 
used the figure at first to describe the external world—and modified it for that purpose 
during the 1820s—Coleridge soon connected it with the human world of the mind as well.
Attempts to put it to work as a principle of development in his writings include the re
vised Friend of 1818 and the Aids to Reflection of 1825. (HJJ)

Forum ........... 857

1986 MLA Elections ...................................................................... 865

Forthcoming Meetings and Conferences of General Interest . . 880

Index of Advertisers ........ 881

Professional Notes and Comment 892

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923


PUBLICATIONS OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
Published Six Times a Year Indexes: Vols. 1-50, 1935; 51-60, 1945; 51-79, 1964 

EDITORIAL BOARD
Barbara Becker-Cantarino, 1987 
Ohio State University 
Margaret Williams Ferguson, 1988 
Columbia University 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 1988 
Cornell University

Herbert S. Lindenberger, 1988
Stanford University
Domna Stanton, 1987
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Alexander Welsh, 1987
University of California, Los Angeles

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Richard Helgerson, 1988 
University of California,

Santa Barbara
Peter Uwe Hohendahl, 1987 
Cornell University 
James M. Holquist, 1987 
Yale University 
Peggy Kamuf, 1989 
Miami University 
Julia Lesage, 1987 
Jump Cut
Marjorie Beth Levinson, 1990 
University of Pennsylvania 
Deborah E. McDowell, 1989 
Colby College 
James J. Murphy, 1989 
University of California,

Davis
Margot C. Norris, 1990 
University of Michigan,

Ann Arbor

Susan Hardy Aiken, 1989 
University of Arizona 
Martha Banta, 1987 
University of California,

Los Angeles 
TfeRRY J. Castle, 1990 
Stanford University 
Giovanni Cecchetti, 1987 
University of California,

Los Angeles 
Carol T. Christ, 1987 
University of California,

Berkeley
Frederick A. de Armas, 1989 
Louisiana State University,

Baton Rouge 
Heather Dubrow, 1990 
Carleton College 
George D. Economou, 1990 
University of Oklahoma 
Daniel Mark Fogel, 1990 
Louisiana State University,

Baton Rouge 
Jean Franco, 1988 
Columbia University

Editor: John W. Kronik, Cornell University 
Editorial Supervisor: Claire Cook 
Assistant Editor: Bonnie V. Levy

Jonathan F. S. Post, 1989 
University of California,

Los Angeles
Mary Louise Pratt, 1987 
Stanford University 
Gerald Prince, 1987 
University of Pennsylvania 
Francois Rigolot, 1988 
Princeton University 
Judith L. Ryan, 1987 
Harvard University 
Naomi Schor, 1988 
Brown University 
Wendy Steiner, 1990 
University of Pennsylvania 
Eugene Vance, 1990 
Emory University 
Ully Warnock, 1989 
University of Wyoming 
TIiomas Russell Whitaker, 1990 
Yale University 
George T. Wright, 1990 
University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis

Managing Editor: Judy Goulding 
Assistant Managing Editor: Roslyn Schloss 

Assistant Editor: Elizabeth Holland

A STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and literature. As the publi
cation of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general 
or specific, and to all scholarly methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best 
of its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications of its findings; 
and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 
words or more than 9,000 words, including notes, are not considered for publication. Translations should accom
pany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of 
language and to seek wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article submitted is sent to at least one 
consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Committee Articles recommended by these readers are then 
sent to the members of the Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until 
a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, to members of the Advi
sory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be addressed to the Editor of PMLA, 
10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003. An author’s name should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover 
sheet, with the author’s name, address, and the title of the article, should accompany the article. Authors should 
not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; 
any necessary references to the author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900071923



