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Written for farmers, gardeners,
extension specialists, and
others interested in the
practical stewardship of our
natural resources, Building
Soils for Better Crops presents
the latest information on soil
organic matter and explains
modem management
techniques along with the best
of the older practices. Fred
Magdoff discusses the nature
of organic matter and its
function in the soil and reviews
practices for building up and
maintaining soil organic
matter, including strategies for
reduced tillage, residue
management, and crop
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"Extremely important and
timely as a case study not only
in the complex variables
affecting the relationship
between farmers and
groundwater, but also as a
blueprint for the future of the
region."—Donald E. Green,
Central State University,
Oklahoma.

Focusing on the Ogallala
aquifer, John Opie vividly
portrays the south-central
plains—its natural resources,
the history of settlement and
dryland fanning, and the
remarkable irrigation technolo-
gies that have industrialized
farming in the region.
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