
Contents

A1 Editorial Board

A3 Highlights of this issue

Editorials
1 Alzheimer’s disease: the amyloid hypothesis on trial

J. R. Harrison and M. J. Owen

4 Research into hallucinations and psychotic-like symptoms
in children: implications for child psychiatric practice
M. E. Garralda

6 The neuropsychiatric legacy of Anna Freud – psychiatry in
pictures
Hannah L. Pincham and Elizabeth J. V. Harding

7 The power of language: use in psychiatry
R. S. El-Mallakh and S. Doenninghaus

8 ‘Hat on, hat off!’ A memorable clinical encounter – extra
Reza Kiani

Review articles
9 Resting vagal activity in schizophrenia: meta-analysis

of heart rate variability as a potential endophenotype
A. Clamor, T. M. Lincoln, J. F. Thayer and J. Koenig

17 Patient outcomes following discharge from secure
psychiatric hospitals: systematic review and meta-analysis
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Cover picture
Mercy: David Spareth Saul’s Life
(1854) by Richard Dadd (1817–1886).

King David exemplified mercy and self-
restraint in preventing his companion
Abishai from killing the sleeping King
Saul (1 Samuel 26: 5–10). The simple,
dramatic composition and statuesque
main figures give this small, slightly
eerie, moonlit scene a monumental
quality. Yet the rhythm from the
flowing movement and patterns of the
garments enlivens the rocky desert
setting and prevents the composition
from being purely static. Richard Dadd’s lightened palette, fascination
with detail, and interest in decorative patterning typify mid-1800s English
painting. For authenticity, Dadd selected motifs from Egyptian wall
reliefs, Roman sculpture, his own memories, and possibly his own travel
sketches of the desert and cliffs near the Dead Sea. To show this Old
Testament subject, rarely seen in Victorian painting, Dadd mixed
historical events, modern passions, and perhaps personal associations.
After delusions led him to kill his father in 1843, he continued making
art while confined to a mental hospital. Thinking that Dadd might
cultivate David’s moral virtues as an antidote to his own murderous
compulsions, his doctor may even have suggested this subject.

Digital image courtesy of the Getty’s Open Content Program.

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for
the cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures,
which should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry,
21 Prescot Street, London E1 8BB, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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