
working in the Sub-Himalayan grasslands of Nepal and
Bhutan.

As part of this partnership, the National Park authority
has adopted a Grassland Management Action Plan. The
Plan was finalized in November  and all the major
action points have been incorported in the National Park’s
working plans, including the Tiger Conservation Plan.
Thus, the broader grassland habitat restoration initiatives,
which were initially started by conservation partners, have
now been embedded by the Forest Department in their
management process. This is a unique collaborative ap-
proach for the conservation of tall grassland and the
model could be adopted for other protected areas in
which habitat restoration is needed.

DHRITIMAN DAS ( orcid.org/0000-0001-6141-2699,
dhritiman.das@durrell.org) Pygmy Hog Conservation
Programme, Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Trinity,
Jersey, Channel Islands. BIBHUTI P. LAHKAR ( orcid.org/
0000-0002-7944-6376) Aaranyak, Guwahati, India.
DEBA KUMAR DUTTA ( orcid.org/0000-0002-7291-9812)
WWF–India, Guwahati, India
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Markhor Capra falconeri monitoring in Tajikistan
shows population recovery

The markhor Capra falconeri is categorized as Near
Threatened on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
and included in Appendix I of CITES but is a lucrative species
in the international trophy hunting market (Broghammer
et al., , IUCN SSC & Caprinae Specialist Group Report).
Trophy hunting is contentious, despite its role in conserving
species and habitats and the benefits for rural communities
when well-managed (Dickman et al., , Science, , ).

In this context, the Committee for Environmental
Protection of the Government of the Republic of
Tajikistan asked the IUCN Caprinae Specialist Group to
help improve monitoring protocols and develop a pre-
liminary conservation strategy for mountain ungulates in
Tajikistan. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed
in August , and in October  Caprinae Specialist
Group experts visited southern Tajikistan for reconnaissance
and to train local experts in monitoring techniques. InMarch
, the Caprinae Specialist Group delegation assisted the
Committee for Environmental Protection in conducting sur-
veys of the markhor. The Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan,
Department of Forest and Protected Areas, and rangers from
markhor conservancies also participated.

Working simultaneously across  markhor conservan-
cies, five teams completed the survey, covering c. ,
km, in  days. The Caprinae Specialist Group team

noted the strong commitment of the administration,
hunting conservancies and local communities to the conser-
vation and sustainable use of the markhor and its habitat.
The rangers, drawn from the local community, are well-
equipped and trained for monitoring and protecting the
markhor. The Committee for Environmental Protection
and the conservancies share benefits with the local commu-
nities and have invested in infrastructure such as improving
water catchments, education, libraries, health facilities, and
sport camps. Analyses are ongoing, but it appears the mark-
hor population is . , individuals and has recovered
well since the s, when the population was , .

The Caprinae Specialist Group team will make recom-
mendations for improving markhor monitoring protocols
and for conserving the markhor population of Tajikistan
under an integrated conservation plan. This will encourage
improved focus on socio-ecological research, better benefit
sharing with stakeholders, and continued capacity enhance-
ment of the relevant personnel. Depending on the findings,
the current annual trophy quota of  large males may be
reconsidered.

The survey results will be shared with CITES and other
relevant stakeholders.

UBAYDULLO AKRAMOV Research Laboratory for Nature
Protection & CITES Tajikistan Scientific Authority,
Tajikistan. NAJMIDDIN NAJMIDDINOV State Institution for
Special Protected Areas, Committee for Environmental
Protection, Tajikistan. ARASH GHODDOUSI* ( orcid.org/0000-
0001-9605-3091) Humboldt University Berlin, Berlin,
Germany. MUNIB KHANYARI* ( orcid.org/0000-0003-4624-
5073) Nature Conservation Foundation, Mysore, India.
ZALMAI MOHEB* ( orcid.org/0000-0001-5493-8692)
Wildlife Conservation Society, Kabul, Afghanistan.
POORIYA SEPAHVAND* ( orcid.org/0000-0002-8359-438X)
Kooch Foundation for Communities and Biodiversity
Conservation, Tehran, Iran. YASH VEER BHATNAGAR* ( orcid.
org/0000-0002-2255-5280, yash@ncf-india.org) Nature
Conservation Foundation, Mysuru, India.
JUAN HERRERO* ( orcid.org/0000-0001-8273-3141)
University of Zaragoza, Huesca, Spain
*IUCN Caprinae Specialist Group members
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The Whitley Awards 2022

The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) have announced the
six conservation leaders receiving the Whitley Awards .
After a -year hiatus because of COVID-, the awards cere-
mony returned to the Royal Geographical Society for this
flagship event of the UK-based charity. The ceremony was
also broadcast online.
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The awards provide funding of GBP , to each project
over  year. The  Whitley Award winners are Emmanuel
Amoah, Ghana (Tales from the riverbank: safeguarding the
last stronghold of West African slender-snouted crocodile);
Micaela Camino, Argentina (Empowering communities to de-
fend their human rights and conserve Argentina’s Dry Chaco);
PabloHoffmann, Brazil (Rooting for the future: nurturingwild
plant diversity in the Araucaria Forest region); Sonam Lama,
Nepal (People and red pandas: mutually beneficial conser-
vation in the Himalayas); Estrela Matilde, São Tomé and
Príncipe (Stemming the tide of plastic pollution: an island-
wide effort to save sea turtles); and Dedy Yansyah, Indonesia
(Last stand for the Sumatran rhino: looking out for Leuser’s
ecosystem engineers).

In addition, the Whitley Award alumnus Charudutt
Mishra of the Snow Leopard Trust received the Whitley
Gold Award in recognition of his outstanding contribution
to conservation. This GBP , top prize was presented
to Charu for his work training conservationists to imple-
ment locally led, equitable practices that place communities
at the centre of conservation, using principles distilled from
collaborations to conserve snow leopards across all  snow
leopard range countries. Charu’s Whitley Gold Award will
enable him to roll out these principles with the help of
WFN’s alumni network.

To date, the charity has given GBP  million in con-
servation funding to more than  conservation leaders
in over  countries. As the UN resets the environmental
goals for , the need to preserve the natural world has
never been stronger and WFN supports emerging country

nationals working in regions where biodiversity is rich but
resources for conservation are lacking. They lead projects
that are rooted in community involvement and are prag-
matic, science-based and impactful.

The Whitley Fund for Nature has a long-term commit-
ment to conservation leaders: winners can apply for con-
tinuation funding to scale up their work or respond to
new threats. As part of this, WFN supports nature-based
solutions that address climate change and biodiversity loss
in consultation with communities and Indigenous people.
Winners also become life members of the global network
of Whitley Award alumni, giving them access to like-
minded leaders and opportunities to foster collaborations.
Over half of Whitley Award winners go on to receive
Continuation Funding grants, worth up to GBP ,
over  years. For the first time, the charity awarded over
GBP ,, in Continuation Funding in , includ-
ing GBP , in nature-based solutions projects. Many
winners become influential conservationists, with projects
making an impact from the grassroots to the national and
international levels.

For more information on the Whitley Fund for Nature,
the Whitley Awards, supported projects and how to apply,
visit whitleyaward.org.

JANICE LAW ( orcid.org/0000-0001-5328-5634,
janice@whitleyaward.org) Whitley Fund for Nature,
London, UK
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