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surveillance of epidemiologically
important antibiotic resistance
are inadeguate and need to be
improved. Additionally, a more
effective national sentinel system
involving hospitals and laborato-
ries should be developed.
Working group 3 was
chaired by Dr. Walter Hierholzer
and examined methods for the
control of vancomycin use in
hospitals. Among the recommen-
dations were the development of
a set of acceptable indications for

primary use of vancomycin,
implementation of a system of
monitoring vancomycin use with
feedback to hospital staff, the
development of institutiona
guidelines to improve blood
culture techniques to reduce
contamination and inappropriate
diagnosis, and institutional
programs to improve use of al
antibiotics.

The recommendations of the
three working groups were
presented to HICPAC. HICPAC

‘SHEA’ Has a New Meaning

recommended 1) that these
recommendations be incorporated
in an MMWR dert that would
summarize recent outbreaks of
vancomycin-resistant enterococci
and encourage the implementa-
tion of these recommendations as
interim control measures, and 2)
that a larger workshop on the
general issue of antibiotic
resistance be convened. Such a
workshop, under the sponsorship
of the CDC, is being planned for
the fall of 1994.

The membership of SHEA has
voted unanimously to change the
name of the society from The
Society for Hospital Epidemiol-
ogy of Americato The Society for
Healthcare Epidemiology of
America. The name change
reflects the broadening role of
hospital epidemiology in the
study and prevention of
noninfectious diseases adverse
outcomes in both the hospital
and outpatient settings. The
same epidemiologica methods

applied to the control of
nosocomial infections can be
used to better manage
noninfectious diseases problems
in both inpatients and
outpatients.

Our name changeissimilar to
that made by the Joint
Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations
(JCAHO), which aso changed
Hospital to Healthcare. Like other
organizations who have recently
changed their names (Centers for

SHEA Creates Three New Committees

Disease Control and Prevention
[CDCJ and Association for
Professionals in Infection Control
and Epidemiology [APIC]), the
acronym SHEA will not change
with the substitution of Healthcare
for Hospital. The name change
reflects our interest in the
epidemiological evaluation of
performance measures and
outcomes research and our ability
to collaborate with other
organizations concerned with safe
and high-quality medical care.

SHEA has created three new
committees to work on areas of
special concern to the society
including finances, long-range
planning, and public policy. The
Financial Advisory Committee is a
new committee of the board,
chaired by Dr. Matthew Levison.
The Financid Advisory Commit-
tee is charged with raising funds
for the society and its programs
and overseeing the newly created
reserve fund.

The Long-Range Planning
Committee is a new standing
committee of the president,
chaired by Past-President Dr.
Donald Craven. This committeeis
charged with strategic or
long-range planning and was
created to provide for continuous
reevaluation and modification of

the strategic plan, rather than
having sporadic strategic planning
meetings when new developments
Or crises arise.

The Public Policy Committee
also isastanding committee of the
president and will be chaired by
President-Elect Dr. Bryan
Simmons. This committee is
charged with the oversight of
public policy as it relates to
healthcare epidemiology and
infection control and with
recommending to the board

appropriate responses to pending
actions by various legidative
bodies that affect the fields of
healthcare epidemiology and
infection control.

Members of the society who
would like to volunteer to serve
on these or any other society
committees should contact Coley
Lyons, Executive Director,
SHEA, 875 Kings Highway, Suite
200, Woodbury, NJ 08096;
telephone (609) 845-1636; fax
(609) 853-0411.

Brief items of interest for the SHEA News or Newsletter may be sent to
C. Glen Mayhall, MD, SHEA, Newsletter Editor, Division of Infectious
Diseases, Route 1092; The Former Shriners Burns Bldg, Room 2-64B;
University of Texas Medical Branch; Galveston, TX, 77555-1092; FAX
(409) 772-6527. Copy should be typed, double-spaced, and should not exceed

five pages.
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NURSE
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Growprofessionallyand personally at SwedishAmerican
Hospital in Rockford, lllinois’ second largest city. Here,
our &0-bed acute care community teaching hospital, a

ROOM PRESS GRE

MONITORIN

major referral center serving northem lllinois and south- D Room controlldli?]al fg: mgzistltj)rllinng’
ern Wisconsin, will provide you with the opportunity to Monitors Vergllow differentia?l
realize your career ambitions. y .
pressures. Applications
We are seeking a BSN (Master’s preferred) with include tuberculosis
certification in infection control and a minimum of 3 J Manometers isolation rooms, reverse
years experience. In this position you will recommend, precaution rooms,
develop, coordinate, supervise and monitor the activi- sputum induction
ties involved in the prevention and control of infectious . rooms, and aerosol
diseases. ) Switches administration areas.
For more information about our shared governance and Call or write today.
TQM environment write or call: 815-966-2680 or
-800-322-4724, Marilyn Wetzel, R.N., B.S., Nurse J Transmitters

Recruiter, 1400 Charles Street, Rockford, IL 61104.
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Northboro, MA 01532

USA (508) 393-8991
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NURSE EPIDEMIOLOGIST

Put away al of your notions of an infirmary as a smal clinic with a few dozen beds.
This may have been true of Touro Infirmary when it was established back in 1854, but
it is hardly descriptive of today’s sophisticated medical complex. Touro, New
Orleans’ premier 350-bed teaching hospital, is located in the beautiful Garden District
of New Orleans, and is within a 15-minute streetcar ride of the historic French
Quarter.

Touro Infirmary has an opening for an RN to coordinate our Infection Control
program. The successful candidate will act as a resource, consultant, and teacher for
nursing and medical staff. S/he will facilitate ongoing data collection and analyss,
focus studies and policy updates. Touro’'s Infection Control program includes acute
care, skilled nursing and rehabilitation.

Knowledge of the principles of epidemiology, microbiology and infectious diseases,
as well as current OSHA/JCAHO regulations, is required. Current RN licensure and
five years experience in Infection Control and certification in Infection Control (or
eligibility) are adso required.

Our excellent salary and benefit package, including generous vacation and sick leave,

pension plan, TSA, health plan, continuing education, RN loan payments, and an on-
site fitness center, reflects our commitment to reward excellence.

If you are positive, energetic, have a passion for quality care and are stimulated by
0_1017,So1l41@lismﬁge univeRiigREE, We want to hear from you! Please contact our Recruiter at 504/897-8900
collect or send your resume to Touro Infirmary, Human Resources, 1401 Foucher .,
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When your healthcare team treats killing TB microbes.
Tuberculosis patients, normal protective . -~ - . = And with 99.99% effective filtration, the
measures are full of holes. You need to take . APS 525 meets guidelines for Airborne
extra precautions. And one of the best pré: - . Pathogen Removal set by the Centers for
cautions you can take is the ClestraCle%\n » ontrol and Prevent]on.
Air Purification System 525. - :
Using a patented process, the APS 5
achieves maximum efficienc ;
and destruction of airborne:
The specially curved HEPA filter
high-intensity, germicidal UV Tight to
the entire filtering surface~contintiosisl

APS 525

IF YOU THINK
THIS WILL STOPTB,
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