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Dreaming the Ideal, Living the Attainable

T.M.C. Asser [1838 - 1913]
Founder of The Hague Tradition

Arthur Eyffi nger

2011, ISBN 978-90-6704-340-3, XII + 114 pp., 
hardbound, € 27.00

‘The Learned Guide of our Nation’ Tobias Asser was coined upon his demise by the 
then Dutch Foreign Minister, as this dignitary solemnly pledged his country over the 
open grave: ‘We will not forget’. Fairly few though are the Dutch these days who will 
recall Tobias Asser’s exceptional talents and the crucial role this gifted Amsterdam 
scholar of Jewish descent played in putting The Hague back in touch with the world 
and have it emerge as a centre of international law and diplomacy. In retrospect, 
reviewing that is in the perspective of a full century of international adjudication and 
with The Hague Tradition of International Law fi rmly established, it is hard to imagine 
the unlikely beginnings of the current claims of our proud Legal Capital and the critical 
bearing of Tobias Asser’s visionary, daring views on a remarkable process that turned 
history around. This year we celebrate the centenary of Asser’s unique status in The 
Netherlands as the nation’s single Nobel Peace laureate, along with the assignment 
of the designation ‘Royal’ to the Dutch Association of International Law [the oldest na-
tional branch of the ILA], to which Tobias Asser stood godfather a full hundred years 
ago. It makes for a fi tting moment to step back from the hectic and briefl y pause and 
ponder: Siste Viator!    

Dr. Arthur Eyffi nger [1947, The Hague] is classicist and legal historian.
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prox. 6000–10.000 words) and notes (approx. 500–3000 words). Papers are accepted 
on the basis of double blind peer-review. Notes are accepted on the basis of review by 
two or more editors of the journal. Authors should feel free to make inquiries at the Ed-
itorial Offi  ce in case they consider writing a paper or a note. Authors are kindly request-
ed to send their manuscript to the Editorial Offi  ce at any time of the year. All submitted 
materials should be in English. For detailed guidelines for manuscripts, contact the edi-
torial offi  ce or see www.asserpress.nl/cata/hjrl/fra.htm or http://journals.cambridge.org.

Submission and publication elsewhere
Manuscripts submitted to the HJRL must not be under consideration for publication 
elsewhere. Acceptance of the Editorial Board’s off er to publish, implies that the author 
agrees to an embargo on publication elsewhere for a period of two years following the 
date of publication in the HJRL. After this two-year period, the author may republish 
the article elsewhere, provided only that the author notifi es the Publisher and ensures 
that the Publisher is properly credited and that the relevant copyright notice is repeated 
verbatim.

Revision, language-editing and copy-editing
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