
is a section on childhood amnesia and its functional com-
ponents and a section that addresses cultural and social influ-
ences in the development of memory. The chapter also
broaches what little is known about the development of
metamemory and prospective memory. The author thought-
fully cautions on the inevitability of including not just the
analysis of the various kinds of memory, but also of other
aspects of cognition and social factors in the study of mem-
ory development.

Chapter four provides an account of amnesias of child-
hood and adolescence. Here, Narbona tells us about the
general characteristics of childhood memory disorders
and explains the differences between episodic memory—
that tends to be affected—and semantic and procedural
memory—that tend to be preserved. The author addresses
the prevalence of childhood memory disorders in normal,
learning disabled, and mentally deficient children. He
explores in some detail memory disorders after bilateral
partial hippocampal lesions and gives a thorough review
of the consequences of bilateral mesiotemporal, mammil-
lary, and thalamic lesions in childhood. A separate section
addresses childhood epileptic states and temporal lobe sur-
gery. Lastly, the author briefly discusses the possible con-
tribution of disordered memory in language disabilities.

The last two chapters of this book are written by Soprano
and address the assessment of memory and the treatment of
childhood memory disorders. The author wisely cautions
that the assessment of memory in children is in its infancy
and that only in the past few years have the different aspects
of memory been analyzed separately. She goes on to give
an account of generic methods to assess the different kinds
of memory (short-term, long-term, etc.) and she gives advice
on signs and symptoms that warrant an evaluation of the
child. She suggests a clinical examination followed by a
psychometric examination, itself followed by an experimen-
tal examination (to clarify issues that may not have become
evident during the two previous steps). The author goes on

to give a description of tests of memory for children and
adolescents available in English and in Spanish. This is
followed, in the last chapter, by some considerations on
whether it is possible to learn to remember and the lack of
efficaciousness of early repetitive techniques as rehabilita-
tion tools and the well-known mnemonic techniques. Model
based intervention programs for children are also described.
She provides a list of computer-based techniques. Unfortu-
nately, little in the way of outcome data is presented. Out-
come research is a relatively new field of investigation as is
the promotion of evidence-based practice. This chapter
reflects the relative lag in our knowledge.

The book is uniformly well written and easy to read. It is
well-organized, comprehensive, brief and to the point. Both
authors do a great job of synthesizing the pertinent inter-
national literature. There is a wealth of information on early
and later seminal work in the area of human memory and
on the more recent study of its role in cognitive develop-
ment and its disorders. La Memoria del Niño offers the
clinician a thorough and insightful review of of memory, its
development, and its pathology from two vantage points:
that of the neuropsychologist and that of the neurologist.
The first four chapters of this volume represent an invalu-
able reference for neuropsychologists, neurologists, and edu-
cators in the Spanish speaking world.

This reviewer has some cautionary notes for the reader,
however, about the final two chapters. The list of available
memory tests is, for the most part, just a list. Many of the
tests listed do not even exist in Spanish and, when they do,
there is little attempt to provide guidance as to the linguistic
or cultural validity of the translation or adaptation. There-
fore clinicians wishing to use many of these instruments
will have to do their own homework. The final chapter may
be of use to clinicians struggling to find rehabilitation or
intervention tools provided they are aware of the realities of
current research in this area.

A Comprehensive Update on Frontotemporal Dementia
doi:10.10170S1355617708081319

Frontotemporal Dementia Syndromes. John R. Hodges (Ed.). 2007. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge University Press, 346 pp., $110.000£55.00 (HB)

Reviewed by Lynn A. Schaefer, Ph.D., ABPP-CN, Department of Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation, Nassau University Medical Center, East Meadow, New York, and Independent Practice,
Long Island, New York, USA

Neuropsychologists working with dementia patients can
readily access many resources dedicated to Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease (AD). Harder to find is a book devoted exclusively to
frontotemporal dementia (FTD), particularly a recent pub-
lication. Since the consensus paper on the diagnostic crite-
ria of the FTDs (Neary et al., 1998), there has been an

upsurge in research into this disease and its related syn-
dromes. Many advances have been made in the areas of
neuroimaging, neuropathology, and genetics, as well as
neuropsychology. Frontotemporal Dementia Syndromes,
edited by John R. Hodges, offers a much-needed review of
the current status of the field. The authors are researchers
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and clinicians at the forefront of the discipline, and all have
collaborated at one time at the specialist FTD clinic at Adden-
brooke’s Hospital in Cambridge, UK. However, the text
offers a thorough survey of the broader literature and is
targeted to both clinical and scientific audiences.

Chapter 1 begins with an overview of frontotemporal
dementia, including the evolution of the terms for this spec-
trum of dementing disorders. According to Hodges, Arnold
Pick in 1892 described patients with progressive language
difficulty, all with marked unilateral temporal atrophy. Later,
he focused on patients with prominent behavioral and per-
sonality changes as a result of bilateral frontal pathology,
who were discovered to have argyrophilic intracytoplasmic
inclusions (Pick bodies) histologically. In the 1920s, the
term “Pick’s disease” centered on these frontal lobe changes
whilst neglecting temporal lobe degeneration. By the 1980s,
cases of frontal lobe atrophy without Pick bodies came to
be known as “frontal degeneration of the non-Alzheimer
type.” This preceded the Neary et al. (1998) paper, which
divided frontotemporal lobar degeneration (FTLD) into FTD,
the primarily behavioral variant, and two aphasic variants:
progressive non-fluent aphasia (PNFA) and semantic demen-
tia (SD). In this chapter, Hodges further describes the sub-
forms of FTLD used in Cambridge, introducing the term
“frontal0behavioral variant of FTD” (bv-FTD) in addition
to PNFA and SD. He also discusses how FTD (or FTLD) is
unique amongst dementias in its selective involvement of
brain areas involved in social cognition, language, and
semantic memory.

Graham, the author of Chapter 2, addresses the epidemi-
ology of FTD. While FTD is reportedly much less common
than AD, its incidence depends on whether you are looking
at a community based sample (which has a base rate of
approximately 5%) or a clinic based sample (with a more
biased 15–30% incidence rate). He also describes the age
of onset, which is earlier than for AD, and prognosis.

The next three chapters are probably the most interest-
ing and helpful to those neuropsychologists who assess
dementia patients and routinely make differential diagno-
ses. In Chapter 3, Kipps, Knibb, and Hodges describe
the clinical presentations of FTD, including behavioral,
psychiatric and language manifestations, and suggest behav-
ioral rating scales and cognitive screens. Since neuropsy-
chological assessments may be normal in bv-FTD,
behavioral rating scales become paramount. Case exam-
ples from the contributors’ clinical experiences highlight
the presentations. This chapter also outlines useful diag-
nostic criteria to differentiate FTD from AD and other
neurodegenerative disorders (including dementia with Lewy
Bodies (DLB), vascular dementia, and some of the “over-
lap” syndromes discussed in more detail in the next chap-
ter). Overlap syndromes involve a mixture of symptoms of
two different diseases in one patient. Chapter 4, by Bak,
reviews the overlap syndromes with FTD, including motor
neuron disease (MND), corticobasal degeneration (CBD),
progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP), Parkinson’s linked
to chromosome 17, and amyotropic lateral sclerosis (ALS).

Again, case examples illustrate the diagnoses. The neuro-
psychology of FTD is discussed in Chapter 5 by Hodges
and Patterson. The cognitive profiles of bv-FTD, PNFA,
and SD are covered, including dysexecutive, memory and
language impairments, as well as less commonly assessed
areas such as decision-making, social cognition, emotional
processing, and empathy.

Chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9 likely represent the areas of great-
est research progress. In Chapter 6, Nestor writes about the
neuroimaging (MRI, PET, SPECT, and EEG) of the three
clinical subtypes of FTD. The majority of the references
cited here are less than ten years old. Comparative color
figures clearly demonstrate structural and functional changes
in FTD. Davies and Xuereb, in Chapter 7, cover histopa-
thology. They elucidate how the pathological subtypes dif-
fer from the clinical entities, and are divided by the presence
or absence of tau abnormalities (taupathology). Chapter 8,
by Gasparini and Spillantini, is a more technically challeng-
ing chapter on molecular neuropathology, and Brown, in
Chapter 9, summarizes the genetics of FTD. The latter
focuses on the role of chromosome 17 in FTD, although
concluding that FTD is likely polygenic. Brown further
states that genetic factors appear important in FTD, proba-
bly more so than in AD.

Readers craving information on interventions with FTD
patients and their families will find it hard to wait until
Chapter 10 (Lough and Garfoot). This last chapter addresses
psychological interventions. In it, the authors suggest that
the psychologist’s role is threefold: diagnosis, behavior
management, and assessment of the needs of caregivers
and families. Diagnosis is also covered in earlier chapters
but, in Chapter 10, practical suggestions for behavior
management and work with caregivers are offered through
detailed case studies. The techniques used vary in many
ways from work done with AD patients and their families.
Behavior management, for example, can rely on environ-
mental dependency, cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT),
or techniques based on a model of social self-awareness
and self-regulation. Family work focuses on education
about FTD as well as reducing the caregiver’s stress;
each family is very different. The emphasis throughout
is on a multidisciplinary approach, although noticeably
absent is any discussion on pharmacological treatments,
if only to augment psychological interventions. Perhaps
this could have been addressed in a separate chapter.
Lastly, even the book’s appendices are thoughtful, and
include the Cambridge Behavioral Inventory, resources for
caregivers (admittedly, mainly for patients with AD), and
website addresses. Unfortunately, the latter are specific to
the U.K.

In conclusion, Frontotemporal Dementia Syndromes is a
comprehensive resource for neuropsychologists, particu-
larly those specializing in dementia, and would be a useful
reference text in their libraries. This rarer form of dementia
has experienced many definitional changes and research
strides in the past decade, but a review of the literature was
sorely needed. This edited text brings together many of the

JINS, Vol. 14, No. 5 915

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1355617708081319 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1355617708081319


authoritative leaders in the field of FTD, is well-written,
well organized, and very accessible with numerous tables,
illustrations, figures, and case studies. Its chapter on psy-
chological interventions in FTD may be a first, and leaves
us wanting more. Both clinically and scientifically, it is a
recommended and welcome addition.
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