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DR. MERCIER'S DEFINITION OF INSANITY—A CORRECTION.
To the Editors of THE JOURNAL OoF MENTAL SCIENCE.

GENTLEMEN,—I find that in my ¢ Definitions of Insanity *’ in the last number
of this Journal I have not given Dr. Mercier’s definition precisely as he states it.
Dr. Mercier’s words are : “ From whatever point of view it is regarded, insanity
is then found to be a failure in the process of adjustment of the organism to
its environment,” whereas the definition I ascribed to him was that insanity
is “ a failure of the organism to adjust itself to its environment " (‘ Journal,”
Jan,, 1882, p. 526). I need hardly say that the first form of words is, equally
with the second, open to the objections I have pointed out. I may add, more-
over, that it gives promi to an el t that renders the definition self.
destractive. In the paragraph preceding the one I have quoted from, Dr. Mer-
cier says: “To say that the organism is adjusted to the environment is to say
that it is in definite relation with the environment, and for a relation between
two terms to be definite it is necessary that the terms themselves between
which the relation subsists should also be definite ” (p. 525). Now, as * environ-
ment ” is not & definite term, there can not (from Dr. Mercier’s premises) be
any definite relation between the organism and it, and therefore the organism
cannot be adjusted to the environment. Dr. Mercier’s only escape from this
position would be to say that “environment” is a definite term. He has,
however, himself cut off his retreat. He says: * Now, the definition of
insanity is a failure in the process of adjustment, and the onus of faiiure lies in
the process itself only when the terms are capable of adjustment. If the condi-
tion of the organism on the one hand, or the condition of the environment on
the other, is such that they are either of them incapable of being definitely ve-
presented in consciousness, then the failure isin the representation of the terms
in consciousness, and not in the process of adjustment of the one to the other ”
(l.c.). Dr. Mercier then gives examples where special portions of the environ-
ment were not definite. The addition of the remoter and more general por-
tions would hardly increase the definiteness. We thus see that Dr. Mercier
cannot consistently admit either that the organism is ever adjusted to the en-
vironment, or that the failure in adjustment is ever in the process.

Yours traly,
Sussex House, Hammersmith, WiLLiax R. HuaGARD,
March, 1.
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