Awards, peer
reviewed

Few professions award their members as frequently as architecture, a
system that seems to benefit everyone. Criticizing this aspect of the
architectural culture thus seems like party crashing, but as we award
ourselves, other professions have begun to walk off with the family silver.

Awards have become, for architects, the major form of peer review. Since
our field suffers from a lack of research, a dearth of peer-reviewed
journals, and uncertainty about what constitutes our knowledge base, we
have difficulty demonstrating the value of what we do apart from the
awards we grant ourselves. Awards programmes, however, fail us in
important ways. Jurors typically have just minutes to review a project and
decide whether or not to keep it in for discussion in later rounds. Some
juries seek to evaluate issues other than just aesthetics, but most end up
basing their decisions on what they see, with little time to read.

As aresult, the judging process fosters a certain conformity. Whatever
differences exist among those judging the work, they need to reach a
consensus in order to get on with things, adding peer pressure to the peer
review. The process also culls innovations in areas like programming,
technology, construction, or operations that are hard to see ata glance. It’s
no mystery when clients think our profession doesn’t care about much
other than form; we demonstrate that in what we award all the time.

Architecture schools in North America have begun to change the way
they evaluate student work, with more one-on-one conversations with
individual jurors as a kind of verbal peer review. Peer-reviewed journals
like arq have also begun to up the ante, with two referees rendering
independent opinions on every research paper we publish. The time has
come to make similar changes to the awards process. The profession needs
to find ways to recognize a greater range of innovation and to enable more
independent judgments by jurors.

One option would be to adopt the traditional peer review process, with
jurors reviewing work independently of each other. Another option would
be to have more specialized awards programmes, with the appropriate
juries focusing on a particular area. But one thing is certain: if we don’t
act, other fields will continue to walk off with services we should be
providing and that are ours to lose.
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E-topia

“Urban Life, Jim—

But Not As We Know It”

William J. Mitchell

“e-topia is an imaginative, solidly-
grounded probe into the future of
spaces and places for fiving and
working.” — Mitcheil Kapor, Founder,
Lotus Development Corporation

192 pp. $22.50

Peter Behrens and
a New Architecture
for the Twentieth
Century

Stanford Anderson

A long-awaited study of the great
architect and designer Peter Behrens’
contribution to the visuat culture of the
twentieth century.

393 pp., 251 illus. $59.95

Anytime

edited by Cynthia Davidson
Architects, artists, and intellectuals
address architecture’s relationships to
space and time in this latest addition to
the series that began with Anyone.

288 pp., 180 illus. $35 paper

Perspecta 30

The Yale Architectural Joumnal
“Settlement Patterns”

edited by Louise Harpman

and Evan M. Supcoff

Explores settlement patterns (including
historically significant as well as lesser-
known modernist housing projects) in
the United States.

120 pp., 146 illus. $20 paper

Organization Space

Landscapes, Houses,

and Highways in America

Keller Easterling

“In its innovations of form, its depth
of research, its acute analysis, and
its enormous relevance, this is a
remarkable work. Easterling has written
one of the most original works about
the American environment | know.”
— Michael Sorkin, Institute for
Urbanism, Vienna

224 pp., 37 illus. $35

H. H. Richardson

The Architect, His Peers,

and Their Era

edited by Maureen Meister
introduction by William H. Pierson, Jr.
The architect H. H. Richardson viewed
not as an isolated genius but as an
exemplary figure of his times.
Copublished with the Oakes Ames
Memorial Hall Association

155 pp.. 51 illus. $20

The Deliberative
Practitioner

Encouraging Participatory Planning Processes
John Forester

“This book represents the culmination of a decade’s
work and succeeds. It will likely prove popular as a text
in planning schools and appeal to professionals in a
variety of allied disciplines.” — Charles J. Hoch,
Professor, University of lllinois at Chicago

381 pp- $19.50 paper

The Historiography of
Modern Architecture

Panayotis Tournikiotis

Draws from the literature of critical theory and
philosophy as well as the history and theory of art
and architecture to present a history of modern
architecture.

400 pp., 34 illus. $45

Two-Way Mirror Power

Selected Writings by Dan Graham on His Art
Dan Graham

edited by Alexander Alberro

introduction by Jeff Wall

“Dan Graham'’s critical stance is refreshing, rigorous,
original, and essential.” — David Ross, Director,
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

352 pp., 48 illus. $29.95 paper

now in paperback

Pietro Belluschi

Modern American Architect

Meredith L. Clausen

“A well-crafted biography that sheds light on
decades of American architectural practice.”
— Progressive Architecture

480 pp., 262 illus., 29 color $34.50 paper

The Situationist City

Simon Sadler

“it is a pleasure to see a work that situates the
Situationists. Sadler has performed a necessary

and welcome corrective to our understanding of this
strange but endearing crew.” — American Book Review
248 pp., 117 illus. $18.95 paper

As | Was Saying

Recollections and Miscellaneous Essays
Volume 1: Texas, Pre-Texas, Cambridge
Volume 2: Comelliana

Volume 3: Urbanistics

Colin Rowe

edited by Alexander Caragonne

“One imagines blood in the study. If so, it was worth
his pain and our patience. For here at last are no
less than three volumes of Rowe's papers, written
since 1953. . . . Three volumes are not enough:

| want more.” — Architectural Review

Vol. 1: 216 pp., 26 illus. $17.50 paper

Vol. 2: 392 pp., 203 illus. $20 paper

Vol. 3: 376 pp., 135 illus. $20 paper

Set: $47.50 paper

http://mitpress.mit.edu

To order call 800-356-0343 (US & Canada) or (617) 625-8569.
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