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Editors’ Introduction

In this issue, we are honoured to feature the collection Art across Frontiers:
Cross-Cultural Encounters in America, edited by Stephanie Lewthwaite.With
scholars working within the related fields of African American studies, Latin
American studies, American studies, cultural studies, and art history, this is a
theoretically groundbreaking and intellectually innovative set of essays,
showcasing interdisciplinary research at its most self-reflexive and exploratory
as it interrogates art-historical traditions within transatlantic and transnational
perspectives. Among its major achievements is the pioneering critique of the
formal and thematic ambiguities and ambivalences surrounding agency,
authority, and artistry.

The collection is complemented by other essays, including studies of Native
American freemasonry, African American classical musicians, and the Ghost
Dance. In our electronic section, meanwhile, we feature Graham Lock’s
companion piece to Art across Frontiers, looking at the way that Native
American, African American, European, Islamic, Indian, and African cultures
have influenced the art of the influential American painter Joe Overstreet, and
played a role in his abandonment of the physical frame of the painting to
embrace “nomadic art”.

The review section also features Brian Yothers’s review essay of four works
looking at early Anglo-American literary relations and Jason Burke’s feature-
length review of a new book on America’s wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, while
we present our usual array of reviews in the print and electronic sections of the
journal.
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