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Notes and News
Recensement de la Population en Afrique Occidentale Franfaise.
Le Gouvemement General de l'Afrique Occidentale Frangaise vient de faire
proceder au recensement de la population en s'efforcant d'obtenir des chiffres
aussi exacts que possible, en depit de la difficulte qu'offre la dispersion des
groupements humains dans certaines regions.

En 1926 une operation analogue avait fourni un chiffre de 13.541.611
habitants. II y a en 1934 14.432.021 indigenes recenses, soit une augmenta-
tion de 890.410 habitants.

D'autre part en 1926 la population europeenne s'elevait dans la federation
a 13.399 habitants. II y en a aujourd'hui 24.719, dont 17.631 Francais et
7.088 etrangers et Libano-Syriens.

Au 31 decembre 1934, les principales villes de la Federation etaient:
Dakar 76.149 habitants, dont 10.250 europdens.
Saint-Louis 30.818 „ „ 986 „
Kaolack . 44.235 „ „ 618 „
Porto-Novo 24.256 „ „ 70 „
Bamako 21.238 „ „ 843 „
Abidjan 16.430 „ „ 1.109

Viennent ensuite 10 agglomerations de 15.000 a 10.000 habitants et 14
villes de 10.000 a 5.000 habitants. (Communique"par M. LE PROFESSEUR H.
LABOURET.)

Basic Elements of Nilotic Civilization.

I N the Mitteilungen der Anthropologischen Gesellschaft in Wien, vol. lxv,
pp. 86-127, Fraulein M. Schmidl discusses the provenience of some cultural
features of Nilotic peoples. As far as we know, the Upper Nile region has
always been inhabited since very early times, and it is therefore not surprising
that up to to-day the people should own cultural possessions which point
back to those times. Thus Fraulein Schmidl tries to trace the manufacturing
of ostrich-egg beads, and the painting of the body with ochre and haematite,
back into the Capsien. Still more distinct is, according to the author, an
influence of the ancient Libyans, the so-called Tehenu. Traces of almost all
the known customs and usages of this people are to be found among Nilotic
tribes or their neighbours, for example the wearing of phallus-pockets and
animal-tails by men, and of artificial phalli by women, the fighting with
sticks, the erection of rock tumuli and dolmens, institutions pointing to
mother-right, a preferential position of women and in connection with it
farm-work by men, the high significance of agriculture together with
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