
FOREWORD 

The International Astronomical Union has encouraged the study of 
our galaxy through a series of symposia. This volume contains the 
proceedings of IAU Symposium No. 84 on the Large-Scale Characteristics 
of the Galaxy, held in College Park, Maryland, from June 12 to 17, 1978. 

Symposium No. 84 was jointly sponsored by IAU Commission 33, 
Structure and Dynamics of the Galactic System, and by Commission 34, 
Interstellar Matter and Planetary Nebulae. The Scientific Organizing 
Committee consisted of F. J. Kerr (chairman), B. J. Bok, W. B. Burton, 
J. Einasto, K. C. Freeman, P. 0. Lindblad, D. Lynden-Bell, R. Sancisi, 
S. E. Strom, H. van Woerden, and R. Wielen. The topics and speakers 
were chosen in order to emphasize current observational material and 
theoretical results pertaining to various morphological aspects of our 
galaxy. In preparing the program particular care was taken to relate 
recent work on other galaxies to the situation in our own galaxy. 

The meetings were held in the Center for Adult Education on the 
campus of the University of Maryland. The Local Organizing Committee 
consisted of B. M. Zuckerman (chairman), A. P. Henderson, P. D. 
Jackson, T. A. Matthews, B. F. Perry, V. C Rubin, P. R. Schwartz, 
F. W. Stecker, J. D. Trasco, and G. Westerhout. Joan Ball ably assisted 
this committee. The National Science Foundation made a financial con­
tribution to the general support of the meeting. The National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory assisted with some of the participants' travel 
expenses. 

During the editing of these proceedings for the press I have been 
helped considerably by several people. At the meeting, Joan Ball 
initially organized the preparation of the discussion remarks; sub­
sequently at the NRAO Phyllis Jackson retyped the discussion and a 
number of the contributions, and M. B. Weems and Patricia Smiley pre­
pared the typescript format; at the University of Minnesota, Iona 
Quesnell helped with the editing of the material into its present form. 
I am very grateful to each of these people for their help. 

W. B. Burton 
Minneapolis 
March, 1979 
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