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It has developed into an energetic and active society with over 1300 members from over 30 countries
throughout the world. Today as ever the Society is the natural meeting point for all of those with an interest in
animal production. Its membership is drawn from research, education, advisory work, commerce and practical
livestock industry.

The Society organizes a major scientific meeting once a year and occasional specialist meetings on key issues
facing animal production. If you would like to join or receive further information about the Society contact:
The Secretary, BSAP, PO Box 3, Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 ORZ.

Animal Production

The Society’s Journal is Animal Production which publishes fundamental and applied research and is a major
scientific title of international repute. Original research from basic and applied sciences relevant to all aspects
of animal production can be found in it.

Animal Production is published six times a year in two volumes. Annual subscription is £120-00 (or $240-00 in
the USA and Canada) and the price for a single part is £20-00 (or $40-00) net.

Information regarding subscriptions and sales (current and back numbers of the Journal and the Proceedings)
can be obtained from: Durrant Periodicals, Winton Lea, Pencaitland, East Lothian, Scotland EH34 5AY.

QOccasional Publications

The British Society of Animal Production’s Occasional Publication Series contains the full papers presented at
certain symposia organized by the Society. A full list of titles is given on the back cover of this Publication.
Copies may be obtained from the British Society of Animal Production, PO Box No. 3, Penicuik, Midlothian
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Preface

This book consists of papers presented at a meeting held at the University of Bristol in June 1992 which was
organized by the British Society of Animal Production (BSAP). The meeting was called to discuss and debate
recent research and industry developments in the areas of the safety of foods from animals, animal welfare and
meat quality. By general concensus, the future success of the animal production industry depends to a large
extent on how successfully we deal with the concerns of consumers in these areas.

The meeting started first with statements from speakers representing the major groups in the debate i.e.
consumers, supermarkets, farmers and legislators. Then each of the scientific areas was dealt with in turn.
Finally, papers were presented by individuals whose job is to implement improved production systems
emphasizing safety, welfare and quality. These ‘quality assurance schemes’ are finding their feet all over the
country at present and are a positive way to ensure that animal products are produced in the best possible
way.

During the meeting a visit was made to the University of Bristol’'s School of Veterinary Science at Langford
where current research on food safety, animal welfare at slaughter and meat quality was displayed. A poster
session was organized and these papers are also presented in this book.

BSAP is grateful to the Technical Committee who planned the conference and especially the working group
who organized it: Dr J. D. Wood, Dr B. N. Hardy (Dalgety Agriculture Ltd), and Mr J. C. McIntosh (Tesco
Stores Ltd). We are also grateful to the chairmen of the three sessions who kept the conference running
smoothly and encouraged lively debate: Professor P. Keen (University of Bristol Veterinary School), Mr C. W.
Maclean (Meat and Livestock Commission) and Mr T. H. McClelland (Scottish Agricultural College,
Edinburgh). The following companies provided sponsorship for which BSAP is most grateful:

Bernard Matthews plc
BOCM Silcock Ltd
Dalgety Agriculture Ltd
Meat and Livestock Commission
National Pig Development Company
New Zealand Meat Producers Board
Pig Improvement Company Ltd
Roche Products Ltd

Union International Food Division
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