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relevant scientific knowledge and pertinent technologi-
cal/administrative experience into environmentally sound
management strategies for lakes and their watersheds.
Accordingly ILEC was founded in 1986 to fill the void, in
response to the appeal by Dr Mostafa K. Tolba, Executive
Director of UNEP, in his keynote address at the 1st Con-
ference on the Conservation and Management of World
Lake Environments, which was held at Otsu, Japan, in
1984. One year later it was given the status of a Scientific
Committee of the newly-established ILEC Foundation—a
nongovernmental organization with its headquarters in
Otsu on the shore of Lake Biwa, which is Japan’s largest
lake by far.

ILEC now consists of 17 scientists, planners, and admin-
istrators, from 13 countries, who work for the promotion of
rational lake management that is consistent with sustaina-
ble development policies.

Ongoing Projects

Abundant and world-wide information on the present
condition of lake environments, together with the expe-
riences of both successes and failures in lake management,
is above all needed for the pursuit of ILEC’s objectives.
Existing information is scattered in a great variety of pub-
lished and unpublished sources, and is often hardly acces-
sible. A joint ILEC/UNEP venture for 1987-89, the Survey
of the State of World Lakes, aims at a breakthrough in this
situation. It is intended to publish two kinds of data-book,
one dealing with a limited number (150-200) of lakes, for
which detailed geographical, limnological, socio-eco-
nomic, and managerial, data are available, while the other
will be a compilation of simpler information on as many
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large lakes as possible. The first one-third of the former
book, Data Book of World Lake Environments, has now
been printed and is being distributed.

A series of guideline booklets on various aspects of lake
management will also be published. The first volume on
general principles (Editors: Professor S.E. Jergensen & Dr
R.A. Vollenweider) is expected to appear within this year.
ILEC is also sponsoring, in 1988-90, together with the UN
Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) and UNEP,
expert-group workshops on the River/Lake Basin Ap-
proach to Environmentally Sound Management of Water
Resources. Local scientists and environment managers in
Brazil, Kenya, Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, China,
and Japan, are carrying out case-studies on lakes of their
countries—to supply materials for discussion and synthesis
in the workshops.

ILEC also plays a steering role in organizing the biennial
Conference on the Conservation and Management of
World Lake Environments, initiated by the Government
of Shiga Prefecture, in which Lake Biwa is located. The
second and the third of these conferences have been spon-
sored and held, respectively, by the Michigan State Gov-
ernment (USA) on Mackinac Island in Lake Huron in
1986, and by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the
Bureau of Environment Protection at Keszthely on the
shore of Lake Balaton in 1988.

Tatuo Kira, Chairman

(Director of the Lake Biwa Research Institute)
International Lake Environment Committee
¢/o Shiga Prefectural Government

4-1-1 Kyomachi

Otsu, Shiga 520, Japan.

Appeal of the Initiators of ‘The Green Wave’ of Voluntary Ecological Action*

To live in harmony with Nature and with each other has
always been, and remains, the eternal aspiration of Man-
kind. Today this aspiration is clouded by the threat of
nuclear war and global ecological catastrophe, while the
destruction of Nature and of cultural values is evoking
ever-greater protest. Now the time has come for concrete,
constructive action.

We, representatives of the Association of Soviet Esper-
anto-speakers, of the Union of Soviet Societies of Friend-
ship and Cultural Ties with Foreign Countries, of the Asso-
ciation ‘Ecology & Peace’, of the Soviet Peace Committee,
of the Soviet YCL, of the Geographical and Philosophical
Societies of the USSR, of the All-Russian Society for Pro-
tecting Nature, of the Youth Environmental Council of
Moscow State University, and of the Moscow Society of
Explorers of Nature, propose to hold annually henceforth
an International Green Wave of Voluntary Ecological
Action—beginning in April in honour of the first flight of
Man into Space when, through the eyes of Yuri Gagarin,
people saw for the first time our Planet as their common
and only home, and ending on World Environment Day (5
June).

The ecological actions entitled ‘The Waves of Peace’
provided the model for ‘The Green Wave’. Social organi-
zations of the USSR and other countries, and the inhabi-

tants of many towns and villages, took part in them. On-

that day of 10 October 1986, in a park in Moscow, the First
International Ecological Subbotnik took place. Several
thousand volunteers came to help in the park, tidying the
area, planting trees, taking part in ecological discussions,
and unanimously adopting an appeal to save the Losiny
Ostrov area.

We call upon all, to whom the fates of peace and Nature
are dear, to restart ‘The Green Wave’ as early as possible in
April of each year. Look for like-minded people and a
situation that requires your remedial efforts. It may be a
major feature such as a national park, a limited one such as
a grove of trees or a stream, or no more than a bush in a
courtyard—any part of living Nature that needs your
care.

We hope to hear soon of the good deeds of The Green
Wave. Let us do all we possibly can, so that in the coming
years our movement may become a truly global one,
actively backing-up our slogan of ‘acting locally but think-
ing globally’. For the smallest unit of Nature is still a part of
our life-supporting Biosphere, and consequently may be
important.

ALEXANDER CHEPARUKHIN, Chairman
Moscow State University Youth Council
on Nature Protection and of the Greenwave
Youth Ecology Club
Moscow State University
Leninsky Gori
119899 Moscow, USSR.

* Edited version of a handwritten petition handed to us by a
courageous young man who mounted the platform at the end of the
Vernadsky Commemoration ‘Round Table’ in the Culture-Hall of
Moscow State University on the evening of 12 March 1988, which
was the 125th Anniversary of V.I. Vernadsky’s birthday and the
day of founding of the {International} Vernadsky Foundation—see
also the account on page 177 of our Summer issue and the illus-
trated report on pp. 187-9 of the same, preceding issue.—Ed.

https://doi.org/10.1017/5037689290002957X Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S037689290002957X

