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The exploration of noninstitutionalized political actions, including 
revolutions, democratization, cycles of protest, and ethnic conflicts, 
enables the connections between a wide array of political and social 
phenomena to be examined in national, comparative, and global 
perspective.
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“Dana Moss’s book is a milestone in the combination of quasi-ethnographic methods 
and comparative-historical analysis. While the Arab Spring is often remembered 
as a unified wave of mobilization against authoritarian regimes, she shows how 
diverse it really was. The study crosses two kinds of borders: between the Libyan, 
Syrian and Yemeni activists whom she studied in two host states – Britain and 
the United States – and she contributes to two bodies of research – diaspora 
studies and social movements. Moss’s work highlights how many different forms 
of intervention transnational activists can use – from publicizing and amplifying 
contention in their home country revolts, to brokering connections among states 
and activist groups, to direct intervention; but she also shows how varied were the 
results of their interventions in their three home countries.” 

– Sidney Tarrow, Emeritus Maxwell Upson Professor of Government, 
  Cornell Law School

“Dana Moss’s impressive book, The Arab Spring Abroad, follows protest 
movements beyond the territorial limits of the nation-state, highlighting the role 
of diasporic mobilization in pro-democracy uprisings in Libya, Syria, and Yemen. 
Through extensive interviews and systematic comparisons, Moss’s analysis is as 
transnational as the movements it studies.” 

– Charles Kurzman, Philip Stadter Distinguished Professor of Sociology,
  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

“This beautifully written book revamps an old idea to generate fresh insight into 
how people respond to authoritarianism. Albert Hirschman famously wrote about 
three available choices we face when met with dissatisfaction: Exit, Voice, or 
Loyalty.  He argued that when people simply exit – if they are able to do so – then 
conditions continue to deteriorate for those unable to leave.  Dana Moss shows us 
how exit may be the key to bringing about social change if, and only if, exit does not 
result in disengagement. Her brilliant analysis of diaspora activism in the aftermath 
of Arab Spring breathes fresh air into studies of power and rebellion.” 

– Rory McVeigh, Nancy Reeves Dreux Chair Professor of Sociology and director 
  of the Center for the Study of Social Movements, University of Notre Dame
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From Eastern Europe to South Africa to the Arab Spring, nonviolent action 
has proven capable of overthrowing autocratic regimes and bringing about 
revolutionary political change. How do dissidents come to embrace a 
nonviolent strategy in the first place? Why do others rule it out in favor of 
taking up arms? Despite a new wave of attention to the effectiveness and 
global impact of nonviolent movements, our understanding of their origins 
and trajectories remains limited. Drawing on cases from Nepal, Syria, 
India and South Africa, as well as global cross-national data, this book 
details the processes through which challenger organizations come to 
embrace or reject civil resistance as a means of capturing state power. 
It develops a relational theory, showing how the social ties that underpin 
challenger organizations shape their ability and willingness to attempt 
regime change using nonviolent means alone.

Ches Thurber is an assistant professor of political science at Northern 
Illinois University. His research has been published in International Studies 
Quarterly, the Journal of Global Security Studies, Conflict Management and 
Peace Science, and Small Wars and Insurgencies.
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