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governance of whale stocks, the conflicts prevailing thereover
and the different elements involved in it. It can be concluded
that Whaling and international law should be an elementary
part of any library, private or public, dealing with whales and
whaling, especially since taxonomic information on specific
whale species as well as the text of the ICRW are added
as annexes to the book. (Nikolas Sellheim, Faculty of Law,
University of Lapland, PO Box 122, 96101 Rovaniemi, Finland
(nikolas.sellheim@ulapland.fi)).
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This book can be divided into three parts. The first 79 pages give
a brief history of the Terra Nova British Antarctic expedition
(1910−1913) under Captain Robert Falcon Scott, and the role
each of the participants played on the expedition. The second
section covers the naval and military service of certain ‘Antarc-
tics’, whilst the third deals with the war’s aftermath, following
certain lives in peacetime. The appendices cover the expedition
personnel, other Terra Nova crew and others associated with
the expedition, with a very useful summary timeline and other
information. The endnotes contain an extensive bibliography
with a list of not only the author’s sources, but in many
instances recommended books and articles useful for both the
novice and the seasoned researcher. Most importantly, Strathie’s
writing style is straightforward and concise, allowing her to
cover a great deal of well-researched material in less than 200
pages. The book with its verifiable archival references has the
credibility of a specialist work, but is also a highly accessible
history attractive to both military and polar enthusiasts, offering
plenty of insights into how men adapted to the battles on the
fields of France and Flanders, and on the oceans of the world.

In the first section, the author uses as her focus the exper-
iences of Lieutenant Henry Lewin Lee Pennell, the navigator
who, with Lieutenant E.R.G.R. Evans in command, took the
Terra Nova to the Antarctic. The first section gives a detailed
account of his experiences as recounted in his previously
unpublished diaries. The majority of the previous histories of
the Terra Nova expedition have concentrated on the exploits
of those on the ice, giving little about the experiences of the
ship and its crew from their initial departure from Antarctica in
January 1911 to their return to Britain in June 1913. This book

recreates the experiences of the shipboard personnel in detail
and paints a vivid picture of early 20th century British naval and
middle-class life, resulting in a detailed recreation of the cosy
social stability destabilized upon the outbreak of war.

Chapter 8, Antarctics on the seven seas, relates both the
successful battles in which these men fought and the terrible
disasters of the sinking of the Hogue, Aboukir and Cressy,
in which over 1,500 men died (including former Terra Nova
officer Lieutenant Henry Rennick, who drowned after giving
up his lifebelt to another man). Chapter 9, Cavalry officers,
chateaux and censors is based on the correspondence between
the expedition’s dog-driver Cecil Meares and his bride-to-be.
From his own letters, understandably followed in this book, one
would gather that Meares was a member of the Northumberland
Hussars, and that he travelled with this unit to France. His
official documentation in the National Archives (Meares medal
card) tells a different story. Meares actually entered France on
21 September 1914 as an interpreter, whilst the Hussars landed
at Zeebrugge two weeks later on 6 October (Baker 1996).
Meares was hence never a full member of the Hussars, but was
externally attached to the Regiment as an interpreter with the
rank of Second Lieutenant, serving on the staff and not as a
combat cavalry officer.

The facts as given in Strathie’s book also raise intriguing
questions about the brevity of Meares’ stint alongside the
Hussars. Unusually, he served only six months with them
before being transferred to the RNVR [Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve] on 30 March 1915 and from there to the RNAS
[Royal Naval Air Service]. Meares was in London in February
1915 for his wedding (page 104) and at some time prior to
30 March 1915 he was tested for his language capabilities by
the RNVR, which proved that he was a ‘first-class’ Russian
speaker (page 104; Meares RNVR record). In August 1914
there were only about 20 qualified Russian speakers in the
RN (Navy List August 1914: 432). As there were suggestions
in 1915 of an Russian expeditionary force being sent to the
Western Front, it is possible that the NID [Naval Intelligence
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Division] requested Meares’ transfer and promotion to ‘Chief
of Intelligence and Transport’ for the 4th RNAS Squadron on
the basis that he would be of more use working for the Navy
as a senior Intelligence officer (with the rank of Lieutenant-
Commander) than working as a Second Lieutenant interpreter
with the Army. It is also possible that Meares himself contacted
the NID for the transfer, as it cannot be denied that the posting to
the RNAS, stationed on the coast at Dunkirk, was well out of the
range of artillery bombardments. Whether ordered by the NID
or at his own request, after March 1915 Meares never served in
an active war zone for the rest of the war.

In 1919 Surgeon-Commander E.L. Atkinson made dispar-
aging statements to his friend Apsley Cherry-Garrard regarding
Meares’ ‘flying the white feather’ and ‘what I have heard of
[Meares’] conduct in France’ (page 175). Strathie quotes the
remark, but states that the ‘basis’ for it is ‘unclear’ (page
214). However, in my view Atkinson’s accusation of cowardice
(‘the white feather’) is entirely understandable if Atkinson was
aware of Meares’ transfer from the Army to the RNVR in
March 1915, and of the fact that by this transfer Meares had
avoided the Second Battle of Ypres which resulted in about
60,000 British casualties. Atkinson’s own courage was not in
dispute. Though he had seen the horrors of war for himself
during his first medical assignment, stationed in Gallipoli, this
did not deter him from active service in 1916. Serving with
diligence and perseverance that would ultimately earn him a
DSO (London Gazette 1918), he was a senior medical officer
with the Royal Marine Artillery Howitzer Brigade in charge of
front line dressing stations, well within range of enemy artillery.
During more than two years of service he was twice wounded
and offered opportunities to return to England. Despite these
offers of an honourable withdrawal, he stayed with his unit until
he was reassigned in the summer of 1918, and subsequently put
his own life in direct peril to rescue five men on the burning
HMS Glatton, an action which earned him the Albert Medal for
life-saving.

Strathie’s book also pays due tribute to the equally inter-
esting stories of Scott’s other ‘Antarctics’. In her book we read
of Edward Nelson’s service with the Royal Naval Division in
Gallipoli and France, and Nelson’s connection with war poet
Rupert Brooke and the arrest for desertion of sub-lieutenant
Edward Dyett, resulting in Dyett’s execution. We are also given
Victor Campbell’s distinguished service on land and sea, for
which he was awarded the DSO and Bar. Chapter 16 covers the
service of Norwegian Tryggve Gran as a pilot with the RFC,
during which he was wounded and awarded the Military Cross.
Meanwhile E.R.G.R. ‘Teddy’ Evans’ services were just as re-
markable: he became a national hero and lauded in the press as
‘Evans of the Broke’ for his naval manoeuvres, and awarded the
DSO and an early promotion to Captain. The female experience
of war is also touched on with a lively account of Lieutenant
Henry ‘Birdie’ Bowers’ sister Edie Bowers’ adventures as an
nurse on the way to Serbia, though in this regard it is a pity
to omit the work of Scott’s widow Kathleen, whose skills as
a sculptor helped in the pioneering reconstruction of soldiers’
disfigured faces, or the war service of Oriana Wilson, widow
of Dr E.A. Wilson, who was awarded a CBE (Commander of
the British Empire) for her work with the New Zealand Red
Cross.

Certain revisionist polar historians have made the super-
ficial argument that polar exploration should supposedly be
seen as a waste of naval resources during peacetime. However,
this book demonstrates that the time the naval personnel spent

on ‘the Ice’ was certainly not wasted in the run-up to war.
The Antarctic, just like the battlefields and oceans, requires
leadership, teamwork and extensive planning in preparation for
its potentially deadly hazards. As a direct result of challenges
faced and lessons learned on the Ice, Scott’s ‘Antarctics’ such
as Campbell, Atkinson, Evans, Debenham and Nelson were
able to become effective leaders in wartime, and, in the case
of Campbell and Evans, great leaders. Atkinson’s DSO, for
his command of the medical stations, can be directly traced
back to his year-long command in 1912−13 of the Terra Nova
expedition, his first experience of leadership. Also, were it not
for his earlier participation in the Terra Nova expedition, the
British would not have enjoyed the services of Tryggve Gran as
a pilot fighting in defence of their country.

In Strathie’s direct comparison of both environments it is
difficult to avoid the message that, in this era, survival on
both the battlefield and the ice was sometimes more a matter
of luck than planning: a crevasse or a blizzard, or a torpedo,
bullet or artillery shell (naval or military), could put an end
to a person in the wrong place at the wrong time. Whilst
serving in combat units on the front, where the death rate
was appalling, Atkinson, Campbell, Debenham and Nelson
all survived. As naval officers, Rennick and Pennell had a
comparatively far greater chance of survival, but died simply
by serving on unfortunate ships. William Lashly was another
example of sheer luck when, on 17 March 1915, his ship HMS
Irresistible hit a mine and most of the crew in the engine room
were killed. As a Chief Stoker, Lashly’s duty station was in
the engine room: he was extremely fortunate to have survived.
Also the matter of ‘luck’ could easily be extended to the Dyett
case, as only about 360 of the approximately 3,000 men found
guilty of desertion and other offenses were actually executed.
(However, if a soldier deserted at a crucial juncture, such as
during an offensive or defensive action, where the outcome was
uncertain, pardon was denied and executions would take place
simply ‘pour encourager les autres’, as Voltaire remarked in
Candide.)

It is perhaps a pity that a book dealing with Scott’s
‘Antarctics’ did not also include the war experiences of those
who had served with Scott on his earlier Discovery expedition
(1901−1904). The war service of Discovery men provides
further demonstrations of the courage and initiative of those
who had earlier been on the ‘Ice’: one thinks, for example, of
naval officers Michael Barne (mentioned in Dispatches during
the sinking of HMS Majestic, and awarded a DSO for services
with the Dover Patrol), G.F.A. Mulock (service at Gallipoli
and Jutland; Mentioned in Dispatches, DSO), and Reginald
Skelton (service at Jutland and in North Russia; Mentioned
in Dispatches, DSO, CBE and Companion of the order of the
Bath). These men await a study of their own, and hopefully a
similarly thorough biographer will do their war service justice.
In conclusion, this book is a well-documented and very readable
study of the men of the Terra Nova in wartime, which amply
demonstrates that these were extraordinary men even outside
of their service on an extraordinary polar expedition. (George
Lewis (georgelewis233@gmail.com)).
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The ice is melting. Ethics in the Arctic. Leif Magne
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Ethics. Indeed not an easy issue to approach and when I laid
my eyes on the title of this book with the subtitle Ethics in
the Arctic I rejoiced. For ethics and morality have, at least
to my knowledge, not been frequently covered in an Arctic
context although it is a re-occurring yet somewhat implicit
theme throughout academic and public Arctic discourse (see
for example Sellheim 2016). This book is thus the first step
to touch upon Arctic ethics and is the result of a collaboration
between the Svalbard Church, the Norwegian Polar Institute and
the University Centre in Svalbard. In other words, this book
first and foremost touches upon issues directly applicable in
Svalbard while, for instance, ethical issues related to Arctic
indigenous populations are only implicitly covered. But, let’s
not forget the primary title of the book: The ice is melting. As
the editors point out in the Preface, the book thus contributes
to the wider discourse on climate ethics and ‘the book’s authors
represent a range of professions within academia, management,
the media, natural sciences, the church and museums’ (page
7). The outcome is a non-academic book that in 19 short
chapters, the latter two thirds being presented under the heading
Resources and economic activities in the Arctic, covers a wide
range of issues relevant for an ethics-based discussion on Arctic
change.

The scope of this review does not allow to cover all aspects
raised in the book’s chapters, so let’s just focus on a few.
For instance, one of the book’s merit lies in its unique way
of approaching the threats faced by ivory gulls resulting from
climate change and pollution. While scientifically introduced
by Kim Holmén in the first chapter, the second chapter by
pastor Leif Magne Helgesen is written completely from the
first-person perspective in which the ivory gull ‘tells its story,’
so to speak. This approach moves the fate of the ivory gull from
an abstract environmental problem to a directly understandable
sphere of environmental degradation. The effect is the same as
in other contexts: the fates of individuals are more efficient in
triggering public outcry than the mere presentation of abstract
numbers.

The third and title chapter of the book, Ethics in the Arctic,
by Lægdene and others outlines the reasons why ethics are or
should be such a crucial part of engagement in and with the
Arctic in the age of climatic changes. Indirectly the authors
touch upon the expressive powers of legal regulations (see
McAdams 2015) as a tool to trigger, and a reflection of, change
in the ethical setting regarding the Arctic. The issues brought
forth in the chapter are not necessarily new for the Arctic
scholar, but are certainly an important contribution to the public,
non-academic discourse to the ‘ethical Arctic’.

An interesting approach chosen by the editors is the inclu-
sion of, for the lack of a better word, ‘interviews’ with five
residents of Svalbard in the fifth chapter. The governor of Sval-
bard, a student, a PhD candidate, a Union representative and a
representative of a logistics company are posed the same few
questions, the answers to which reflecting common concerns
as well as diverging opinions. Without further evaluation, this
chapter provides important insight into the mindset of ordinary
Arctic residents. Of course, no larger empirical conclusions can
be drawn here in light of the small sample of the population,
but this could serve as a starting point for future research. The
‘interviews’ with Arctic residents stand representative for the
rather personal chapters that make this book an interesting and
moving read before it delves into the slightly more ‘neutral,’
and somewhat more science-based section on Resources and
economic activities in the Arctic.

And indeed, the trained Arctic scholar will find much
information that has been part of the academic Arctic discourse
for quite some time: Arctic shipping, fishing, carbon capture
and storage, and hydrocarbon exploitation. Yet, it is especially
Sander’s chapter on Ethical considerations related to new
economic activities in the Arctic which approaches available
information from a more normative angle. He thus considers the
Arctic’s value, leading to a brief discussion on anthropocentric,
utilitarian versus biocentric, intrinsic approaches. Needless to
say that given these adverse value systems it is difficult to
build bridges between adversaries. Unfortunately the author
does not engage in a discussion on how to build different kinds
of bridges. This would be particularly relevant in the context
of marine mammal hunts (see Fitzmaurice 2015). Sander also
considers the ‘whos’ on Arctic economic development: who
should the Arctic be exploited for? Who should have a say in
its exploitation? Sander concludes that in light of the different
interests in the Arctic, ‘[i]t should be a requirement that several
alternative development strategies are presented’ (page 137).
Once again, it would have been beneficial to include the ‘hows’
as well.

Particularly intriguing was Bothmer’s and Westengen’s
chapter The frozen ark dealing with the Svalbard Seed Vault,
that I know surprisingly little about, but which recently gained
considerable media attention once again since the first seeds
needed to be withdrawn due to the Syrian civil war (Doyle
2015). The authors present an insightful overview of the prac-
tices and politics involved in establishing the Vault as well as
in plant breeding itself. After having read the chapter, I can
with confidence claim to have learnt a great deal on the issue,
providing me with arguments for lively discussions. And here
lies the book’s overall merit: it is designed and presented in
a way which make complex issues in the Arctic fairly easily
understandable and is geared to be read by a wider public. I
would even go so far as to claim that this is not a book for
scholars, but rather a book for practitioners and lay persons
interested in Arctic matters. Of course, especially the ethical
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