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Photos from the Psah Orussey “wet market” in
Phnom Penh were taken by author Sophal Ear
during a recent research trip investigating the
political economy of disease control in Cam-
bodia. The images illustrate the lack of sanita-
tion endemic to poultry handling in developing
countries, where livelihoods often depend on
backyard farming. Because they are not closely
regulated, wet markets can become transmission
sites for disease and viruses. Such conditions are
a public health concern in the case of avian influ-
enza and other deadly diseases that have the ca-
pacity to jump from livestock animals to humans.
Photographs copyright © Sophal Ear.
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