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The s'ubjecl of lhisy S_\.'mposiu:r;nl,'is iﬁdicative of
the breadth of modern astronomy in that prim-
arily we are to consider here the nature of
physical environments whose character is
similar to, or more extreme than, nuclear
matter. The reason for this consideration has
been the discovery of those observed astro-
nomical objects, the pulsars, and their associ-
ates, neutron stars. Here are phenomena whose
explanation must ultimately be derived from
the work of both astronomers and physicists
of many disciplines. A large number of the
participants are physicists who have entered
the field very recently because of their interest

in the properties of neutron stars.
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