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This book represents the latest in a series which began in 1974 
whose goal is to foster collaboration within the European Scientific 
community, particularly with regards to Neurosurgery, as well as to 
serve as a medium for further education of neurosurgical trainees. 
The text is structured in two parts; the first being advances where a 
basic science topic is reviewed in detail, and the second being the 
technical standards where the focus is more on surgical techniques. 

In the scientific advances section Wirth and Yla-Herttuala 
discuss "Gene Technology Based Therapies in the Brain". This is an 
interesting chapter which provides a fair description of the history of 
gene therapy as well as the concerns regarding this form of treatment 
and the setbacks the field underwent in the late 1990's. They focus 
on four main diseases - Parkinson's Disease, Alzheimer's Disease, 
vascular diseases (vasospasm after subarachnoid hemorrhage and 
ischemic stroke) and brain tumors. The predominant focus of 
clinical work is described in the studies for management of brain 
tumors. Once they have outlined this background they describe the 
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challenges that investigators in the field face both biologically and 
socially. It is a very good review of the proposed mechanisms of 
action and the basic science behind these potential therapies. They 
conclude their chapter with a discussion of the ethics and the 
dilemmas facing researchers in the field. They stress that the 
"normal principle of good clinical research" apply to this field, and 
I think that this is a fair statement given the controversies that 
surround this therapy. Overall this is a well written chapter with 
extensive references for people who want a background in this field. 

The technical standards section opens with a discussion of the 
anatomy of the orbit and surgical approach by Hayek and 
colleagues. These authors provide an excellent anatomical 
description of the orbit based on cadaveric dissections. Although the 
description is very detailed with regards to the orbital viscera, 
nervous and vascular structures, they could have provided more 
reference to the figures and labeled some of the figures in more 
detail. They conclude this chapter with a discussion of the surgical 
approaches to the orbit. In particular they describe the lateral 
approach, the superior approach and the hybrid lateral superior 
approach, which is what they describe as their preference. Overall I 
think this chapter is well written. It contains a lot of detail but it 
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