
In this intimate history of an infamous institution, Marcus Rediker shines a 
light into the darkest corners of the “fl oating dungeons” of the eighteenth-

century American and British slave trade, exploring how the ships, their crews, 
and their human cargo connected and transformed societies on both sides of 
the horrendous voyage.

“The Slave Ship is the best of histories, deeply 
researched, brilliantly formulated, and morally 
informed.”—Ira Berlin, Univ. of Maryland

“The Slave Ship is truly a magnifi cent and 
disturbing book—disturbing not only because 
it details the violence and barbarism of the 
free market in human beings, but it reminds 
us that all actors in this drama are human, 
including the ship’s crew.”

—Robin D. G. Kelley, 
Univ. of Southern California

“I was hardly prepared for the profound 
emotional impact of The Slave Ship: A Human 
History. Reading it established a transformative 
and never to be severed bond with my African 
ancestors who were cargo in slave ships over a 
period of four centuries.”       —Alice Walker

“A tour de force. Never before has the reality of the trade been so comprehensively and 
subtly conveyed.” —Robin Blackburn, author of The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

Winner of the George Washington Book Prize, the OAH Merle Curti Award, 
and the AHA James A. Rawley Prize
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