
WORLD POLITICS
VoLXLI • April 1989 • No. 3

CONTENTS

Rational Hegemons, Excludable Goods,
and Small Groups: An Epitaph for
Hegemonic Stability Theory?

The Politics of Backwardness in Continental
Europe, 1780-1945

Joanne Gowa 307

Andrew C. Janos 325

Peasant-State Relations and the Social Base Joel D. Barman
of Self-help in Kenya and ¥ran\ Holmquist 359

REVIEW ARTICLES

The Political Economy of American Strategy Aaron L. Friedberg 381

Michael Bratton 407
Beyond the State: Civil Society and

Associational Life in Africa

The Contributors

Abstracts 111

I

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

00
00

24
10

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887100002410


THE CONTRIBUTORS

JOANNE GOWA is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Pennsylvania. She
is currently working on a project examining the relationship between free trade and military
alliances.

ANDREW C. JANOS is Professor of Political Science at the University of California, Berkeley,
His recent studies include The Politics of Backwardness in Hungary, 1825-1945 (1982) and Pol-
itics and Paradigms (1986). He is currently working on comparisons in the political economy
of the European peripheries before and after 1945.

JOEL D. BARKAN is Professor of Political Science at the University of Iowa. •
FRANK HOLMQUIST is Professor of Politics at Hampshire College. :

AARON L. FRIEDBERG is Assistant Professor of Politics and International Affairs at Princeton
University. He is the author of The Weary Titan: Britain and the Experience of Relative Decline,
1895-1905 (1988), and is currently involved in research on the relationship between economics
and strategy.

MICHAEL BRATTON is Associate Professor of Political Science and African Studies at Michigan
State University. Among his publications is a book on The Local Politics of Rural Development:
Peasant and Party-State in Zambia (1980).

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use, or the internal or
personal use of specific clients, is granted by The Trustees of Princeton University
for libraries and other users registered with the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC)
Transactional Reporting Service, provided that the fee of .10 per page is paid directly
to CCC, 21 Congress St., Salem, MA 01970. 0043-8871/89 $0.00 + .10

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

00
00

24
10

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887100002410


ABSTRACTS

RATIONAL HEGEMONS, EXCLUDABLE GOODS, AND SMALL GROUPS:

AN EPITAPH FOR HEGEMONIC STABILITY THEORY?

By J. GOWA
In defining international free trade as a public good, "hegemonic stability theory" posited

early in the 1970s that its reliable supply depended upon a distribution of international power
analogous to that within a privileged group. More recently, however, critics have challenged
three assumptions fundamental to hegemonic theory: its premises of free trade, public goods,
and privileged groups. They have concluded that hegemony is not necessary for, and indeed
may be antithetical to, a stable world economy based on market exchange.

The author argues that the critics overstate their case. The assumptions they attack allow
hegemonic theory to represent analytically several critically important barriers to free trade
among states. Among these are the existence of strategic interdependence among the actors
and the prevalence of informational asymmetries. The most significant flaw in hegemonic
theory is its neglect of the essence of the domain to which it applies: the politics of inter-state
trade in an anarchic world.

T H E POLITICS OF BACKWARDNESS IN CONTINENTAL EUROPE, 1780-1945

By A. C. JANOS
Between the late eighteenth century and 1945, the economic and political differentiation of

the European continent has followed a neatly regressive geographical pattern. The origin of
this pattern goes back to the agricultural revolutions of the early modern age, and to the dif-
fusion of agricultural technology along the Northwest-Southeast axis. It was subsequently re-
produced by both market and political forces operating within the context of material aspi-
rations, themselves the product of the economic revolutions of the Northwest. The experience
suggests a potential model for peripheral societies in the Third World, though the relevance
of the historical analogy may be limited by currently unfolding changes in the nature of tech-
nology and in the terms of exchange between core and peripheral regions in the contemporary
world.

PEASANT-STATE RELATIONS AND THE SOCIAL BASE OF SELF-HELP IN KENYA

By J. D. BARKAN and F. HOLMQUIST
Peasant-state relations in developing countries are often a function of the nature and extent

of stratification in peasant populations. Where there is a rigid class structure, the prospects for
cooperation by members of the peasantry are low, and large landowners tend to ally them-
selves with the state to exploit the rural poor. Where, on the other hand, the nature of rural
stratification is ambiguous, "small" and "middle" peasants are able to organize themselves for
collective action and to bargain effectively for state aid to their communities. The hypothesis
is confirmed using survey data about the nature of peasant participation in the Harambee self-
help development movement in rural Kenya. Effective peasant-state bargaining in Kenya has
in turn contributed to the legitimacy of the Kenyan political system.

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF AMERICAN STRATEGY

By A. L. FRIEDBERG
Recent discussions whether or not the United States is strategically "overextended" raise

two important questions. First, to what extent can the fiscal and industrial difficulties of the
last several decades be attributed to the comparatively high military budgets of the post-1945
period? Second, can the United States continue to maintain something resembling its postwar
strategic posture without doing itself grievous economic harm? Although the issue remains
open, defense spending would appear to bear only a small part of the responsibility for present

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

00
00

24
10

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887100002410


U.S. economic problems. As to the future, the question is not so much whether the burden of
an extended posture can be borne as whether it should be borne, and who, precisely, should
bear it. These are political issues: they are conditioned but not determined by economic fac-
tors.

BEYOND THE STATE:

CIVIL SOCIETY AND ASSOCIATIONAL LIFE IN AFRICA

By M. BRATTON
The current scholarly preoccupation with the state may obscure more than it reveals for

students of politics in sub-Saharan Africa. The weakly formed state in Africa—beset by de-
cline in economic production and political authority—is now retreating from overambitious
attempts at social transformation. The time is therefore ripe for societal actors to play an en-
hanced role in political change. This article reviews the current literature on state-society re-
lations in Africa with particular emphasis on the nature of African associational life and the
extent to which it is taking on a politically organized form as an identifiable civil society. The
author proposes a theoretical framework and research agenda that takes account of the ca-
pacity of either state or societal actors to exercise a range of options to engage or disengage.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:
We've Got It Down To A Science

Distinguished Titles from W.H. Freeman and Company
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proaches to international relations. This substantial revision includes expanded

coverage of international political economy, greater use of competing theoretical
perspectives, new material on public opinion as a policy constraint, new discus-

sions of terrorism, and more historical coverage integrated throughout.
1989, 624 pages, 57 illustrations

Cloth ISBN 0-7167-1960-8

CHOICES IN WORLD POLITICS:
SOVEREIGNTY AND INTERDEPENDENCE

by Bruce Russett, Yale University
Harvey Starr, Indiana University

and Richard J. Stoll, Rice University
Designed to accompany WORLD POLITICS, Third Edition, this selection of ar-
ticles and readings covers case studies and historical perspectives in international

relations.
1989, 304 pages (approx.)
Paper ISBN 0-7167-2018-3

RELUCTANT WARRIORS
The United States, The Soviet Union, and Arms Control

Coit D. Blacker, Stanford University
In RELUCTANT WARRIORS, nuclear arms expert Coit Blacker explores what
the H-bomb and its missile-launched successors have done to the character and

conduct of US-Soviet relations since 1945. The book focuses on two critical
questions: Is the political competition between Washington and Moscow respon-

sible for the nuclear arms race? Or is the mere presence of nuclear weapons
driving our two countries into greater and greater antagonism? By examining

each step of recent history in light of these questions, Blacker provides the tools
necessary to distinguish between causes and effects in the nuclear rivalry.

1987, 193 pages
Paper ISBN 0-7167-1862-6

I S W. H. FREEMAN AND COMPANY
The book publishing arm of Scientific American

41 Madison Avenue New York, NY 10010
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Princeton University Press

THE
POLITICS OF
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PREDICTION
Richard Stuart Olson
unn BrunoRidesta w

Joanne M.Nit>g

Richard Stuart Olson with Bruno
Podesta and Joanne M. Nigg
The Politics of Earthquake Prediction is a sus-
penseful account or what happens when sci-
entists predict an enormous earthquake for
a specific day—an earthquake that did not
happen, but which, if it had, would have
been one of the most destructive of our cen-
tury. This book is a fast-paced but thorough
and sensitive description of how this scien-
tific dispute became a political controversy.
Cloth: $19.95 ISBN 0-691-07798-3

Origins of Containment
A Psychological Explanation
Deborah Welch Larson
"One of the more encouraging historiographical developments of recent
years has been the dialogue that is beginning to take place between
American diplomatic historians and their colleagues in the fields of
political science, international relations, and social psychology....
Larson's book provides impressive evidence that these interdisciplinary
contacts are at last bearing fruit." —American Historical Review
Piper: $12.95 ISBN 0-691-023034

Private Power and Centralization
in France
The Notaires and the State
Ezra N. Suleiman
"Convincing reasons have been offered for bringing the state back into
mainstream social science, but uncomfortably few studies have justi-
fied the promise of this approach. Hence it is a great pleasure to
welcome this brilliant case study of the relations between the notaires
and the French state, not least because of the considerable light it casts
both on France and on state theory. There can be no doubt but that
this major study will become required reading for those interested in
comparative politics and the state." —American Journal of Sociology
Paper: $14.95 ISBN 0-691-02293-3
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