Chinese (Hong Kong Cantonese)

ERIC ZEE
403A Humanities Bld. Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T. Hong Kong

The style of speech illustrated is that typical of the educated younger generation in
Hong Kong. The recording is that of a 22-year-old female university student who has
lived all her life in Hong Kong.

Consonants
Bilab. |Lab.dent Demal[ Alv. |Postalv. Retrofl{Palatal]l ~ Velar | Uvul. | Phar|Gloual
h h h
Plosive pPp tt k k
kY k™
Nasal m n n
Trill r
Fric-
ative f § h
| ™ j )
Lateral 1
Affricates  ts tsP
p pal- ‘father t tal ‘dozen’ | k kal ‘add’ | k¥ k¥al ‘melon’
ph phal ‘lieprone’ | th thal ‘he/she’ | kP khal ‘truck’| k¥h kwhal ‘boast’
m mal ‘mother’ n phanl ‘climb’ | np phagl ‘cook’
f fal ‘flower’ s sal ‘sand’ h  hal  ‘shrimp’
ts tsal ‘hold’
tsh tsha  “fork’
w wal ‘frog’ j jeul ‘worry’
I leul ‘angry’
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Vowels
(1) or (2)
i i
y yi
I 1
€ £
® e
e o]
a a
e e
o] o
u u
U U
ai aii
e el
au au
eu eu
ei ei
ey oy
oi ot
ui wi
iu iu
ou ou

Tones

(1

(]

(]

(4]

(]

(]
Conventions

Consonants and Vowels

sil
syl
sik1
se’l
heel
set’]
sal
sep’|
so1
ful
sukl

sai'l
sei |
sau’l
seu’l
sei-
sey-
soi’l
fuill
siu’l
sou’l

[siT]
[sid]
[sid]
[sid]
[siA]
[siA]
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‘silk’ i [ ] y ol U
‘lose’

‘color’ G
‘lend’ Ie \ hd
boot’ e °O e o/
shirt’ ' o "¢

[3
‘sand’ ot
‘wet ae

‘husband’
‘uncle’

‘waste’
‘west’
‘basket’
‘receive’
‘four’

‘tax,

‘gill’

& gray ’
‘burn’
‘give birth’

‘silk’ [sikT}  “‘color’
‘try’ [sitd] ‘reveal’
‘matter’ [sikd]  ‘eat’

‘history’
(city b

Initial [ph, th, kh, tsh] are strongly aspirated; initial unaspirated [p, t, k, ts] are weak
and generally = [b, d, g, dz] when tone onset on the following vowel is mid-low; final [p,
t, k] are not released. Initial [s, ts, tsh] = [§, tg, tg] or [s, ts, tsh] before [i, 1, €i, €, ®©, a]
and optionally = [g, s, ("] before [ce, o, U, ou, o]; initial [s, ts, tsh] = [[, t[, t/h] before
[yl. Initial [n] is generally deleted. [i], [y], [€], [e], [e], and [u] about cardinal; [1] =[1];
[ee] = []; [a] = [a]; [2] = [3]; [v] = []; [ai] = [a1]); [au] = [av). [}, y, €, &, &, o, u] are
long in open syllables or syllables closed by a nasal, and half-long in syllables closed by a
plosive; {1, e, ®, u] are short in syllables closed by a nasal, and extra-short in syllables
closed by a plosive. All diphthongs are long; the first and second elements in [ei, ®u, €i,
ey, ou] are short; the first elements in [ai, au, i, ui, iu] are long and the second elements
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extra short. The alternative transcriptions for vowels given above differ in whether these
length distinctions are indicated.

Tones

[, 4,4, 4, 4, 4] ( = high, mid, mid-low, mid-low to low falling, mid-low to mid-
high rising, mid-low to mid rising) are long tones. The half-long or extra-short variants of
[, 4,4] occur on syllables closed by a plosive. [, d, 4, 1, 4] are often replaced by [A]
when they occur on a compound-final syllable. The [N] ( = high to mid falling) variant of
[1] only occurs on some sentence-final particles.

Transcription of recorded passage

jauA jet1tsti4 leN| pek fug] turd thaid jeend heid toud au- kenA pin’
ko lek1 ti1 wo- Jj kPey teid am am7 theid toud jeud ko jenAd hand
kwo- || 1i1 ko jenA tsaek tsy- kind taid leu1 kPeyA teid tseud wa-l
lek+ pin ko ho4 jid tsmA to- 1i7l ko jenA tsheyd tsoA kind leu] le
tseud syn pin1 ko le ti'l lek- 1 jyT sid pek] fug1 tseud pok- mend
kemA tsPey 1104 wo- || timA tsi] k'eyd jyt tshey tek sei leid koA ko
jenA tseud jytd heid la4 setd kind leu 1) tsey- heud pek’] fu 1 mouA said
fud weid jeud fond heid | ken7tsy- thai4 joend tsPet leid said tsoA jet]
tsend J| koA ko jenA tseud tsik] hak tsheyd tsoA kind leu lek-§ jy7
si-l pek’] fun1 weid jeud jm sy11a7

Orthographic version

B —RIE » AR KIS FYFZEEUIENG o 1E ity
DAUERRZEIREAITE c IEEAZEHK 1B E
WS B . BEFTLAREEBAR 2 ¥EIERL
BIZEUE o TR LERES U o
BE > AEBIKIGEN > {EEARBRERS 2
o wxi% » LR » EHKE o RE > Af5H
R AE—E o EEAREIKIER 02l 8o T
& » JUEER RN ©
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