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The style of speech illustrated is that typical of the educated younger generation in
Hong Kong. The recording is that of a 22-year-old female university student who has
lived all her life in Hong Kong.
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p pa~h 'father
ph pha~l 'lie prone'
m ma~l 'mother'
f fal 'flower'

w wa~l 'frog'

t ta"l 'dozen'
th tha"l 'he/she'
n phani 'climb'
s sa~l 'sand'
ts tsal 'hold'
tsh tsha 'fork'
j JBUI 'worry'
1 leu~l 'angry'

k kal 'add'
kh k h a l 'truck'
rj pharjl 'cook'

kw kwa"l 'melon'
kwh k w h a l 'boast'

h ha l 'shrimp'
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Vowels
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SBi~l
saul
SBUI
seH
seyH
soil
fuil
siu~l
soul

'silk'
'lose'
'color'
'lend'
'boot'
'shirt'
'sand'
'wet'
'comb'
'husband'
'uncle'

'waste'
'west'
'basket'
'receive'
'four'
'tax'
'gill'
'gray'
'burn'
'give birth'

[sil]
[sH]
[si-l]
[siJ]
[sH]

'silk'
'try'
'matter'
'time'
'history'
'city'

[sik"l] 'color'
[siH] 'reveal'
[sik-l] 'eat'

Conventions

Consonants and Vowels
Initial [p11, th, kh, tsh] are strongly aspirated; initial unaspirated [p, t, k, ts] are weak

and generally = [b, d, g, dz] when tone onset on the following vowel is mid-low; final [p,
t, k] are not released. Initial [s, ts, tsh] = [§, t$, t.§h] or [s, ts , tsh] before [i, i, ei, e, B, a]
and optionally = [§, {§, ^ h ] before [oe, e, u, ou, oj; initial [s, ts, tsh] = [f, tf, tjh] before
[y]. Initial [rj] is generally deleted, [i], [y], [e], [e], [B], and [u] about cardinal; [i] = [i ];
[oe] = [«]; [a] = [a]; [o] = [5]; [u] = [u]; [ai] = [ai]; [au] = [au]. [i, y, e, ce, a, o, u] are
long in open syllables or syllables closed by a nasal, and half-long in syllables closed by a
plosive; [i, e, B, U] are short in syllables closed by a nasal, and extra-short in syllables
closed by a plosive. All diphthongs are long; the first and second elements in [Bi, BU, ei,
ey, ou] are short; the first elements in [ai, au, oi, ui, iu] are long and the second elements
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extra short. The alternative transcriptions for vowels given above differ in whether these 
length distinctions are indicated. 

Tones 

[~l, -I, -I, J, A, A] ( = high, mid, mid-low, mid-low to low falling, mid-low to mid-
high rising, mid-low to mid rising) are long tones. The half-long or extra-short variants of 
P , -1,-1] occur on syllables closed by a plosive. [H, -J, J, i -I ] are often replaced by [4] 
when they occur on a compound-final syllable. The [N] ( = high to mid falling) variant of 
p ] only occurs on some sentence-final particles. 

Transcription of recorded passage 

jauH j m l tshH le^l pvkl furjl t'YjrjJ t haH jcerjJ IreH touH aiH kvn4 pinl 
koH lekl til woH || k^y-H tei-l ami ami t heH touH yeuA koH JEIVI harjJ 
kwoH || l i l koH JBnH tscekH tsy-l kin-l tai-l teul II k%yA tei-l tsmi-l wa-l 
lekH pinl koH hoH jH tsnyl foH lil koH junA ts^yJ tsoA kin-l IBUI lei 
tseu-l syn-i pinl koH lei til tekH || j y l si—I pekl furjl tseu-l pokH merj-l 
keirH t s ^ y l bH woH || tmvl tsil k"ey^l jyt-l t s^yl tekl seil lei-l koA koH 
jenH tseu-l jyt-l hei-1 la'l set-l kin-l leul || tseyH heu-l pekl furjl mouA saiH 
fuJ weiJ feuA forjH heH || kenl tsy-l thaiH jcerjJ ts^tl leiJ saiH tsoH jetl 
tsen-l || koH koH jenH tseu-l tsikl hakl ts^yJ tsoA kin-l leul lekH || j y l 
si-1 pekl furjl weiJ jeu^l jnj-l syl lal || 

Orthographic version 
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