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SYSTEMATIC PARASITOLOGY was launched in 1979 in response to the need for
a specialist international journal dealing with the systematic, taxonomic and nomen-
clatural aspects of parasitic organisms throughout the world.
The study of parasitic animals, many with complicated life-cycles involving two or
more hosts, has long fascinated biologists but the subject is of much more than aca-
demic interest. Many of the world's most serious diseases of man, animals and
plants are caused by paprasites. Mortality, long-term chronic illness, morbidity and
crop losses are the result. The fact that five of the six diseases given priority in the
WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases are caused
by helminths and protozoans, underlines the practical importance of these groups.
Until relatively recently, identification was made mainly on morphological grounds.
Now, with scanning and transmission electron microscopy, microbiochemical tech-
niques, isoenzyme determinations and numerical taxonomy, more and more inter-
and infraspecific variations and differences are being detected. The importance of
these differences in the aetiology of disease, virulence immunogenicity and response
to drugs and other chemicals used in control is recognized as of the greatest sifnifi-
cance. But in order to work successfully on all these important applied aspects, cor-
rect identification and naming of the parasites is an essential pre-requisite.
The journal publishes papers on the systematics, taxonomy and nomenclature of
the Nematoda (including plant parasires), Monogenea, Digenea, Cestoda, Acantho-
cephala, Aspidobothria, Cestodaria, Arthropoda (parasitic copepods, hymenop-
terans, mites, ticks, etc.), Protozoa (parasitic groups) and parasitic genera in other
groups, e.g. Mollusca, Turbellaria etc. Papers on the application of new techniques
to taxonomic work are also acceptable.
In order to maintain high standards, all contributors describing new taxa are asked to
state clearly where the holotype is deposited and to make paratypes available for
examination by the referees. It is recognized that, in some cases, this may cause
problems for the authors, but it is hoped that by adhering to this rule authors may
be protected against rapid synonymization of their taxa, and the types preserved
for posterity.
All contributions should be in the English language.

Volume 6 will be published in 1984 and will comprise 4 issues. The price is Dfl.
200.00/USS 80.00/approx. £ 50.75 plus Dfl. 25.00/USS 10.00/approx. £ 6.25 for
postage and handling.
Private subscribers are entitled to a reduced subscription price of Dfl. 120.00/US$
48.00/approx. £ 30.50 including postage and handling.
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Kluwer Academic Publishers Group, Distribution Centre, P.O. Box 322
3300 AH Dordrecht, The Netherlands
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