
P A U L L. BEAUBIEN, 1903-1962 

CHARLIE R. STEEN 

EARLY in the morning of July 8, 1962, Paul 
L. Beaubien died suddenly and unexpected­

ly of a heart attack in his home in Omaha, 
Nebraska. At the time he was Regional Arche-
ologist for the Midwest Region, National Park 
Service. 

Paul Beaubien was born July 26,1903, at Ford, 
Kansas. His father, a farmer, moved the family 
shortly thereafter to Prowers County, Colorado, 
where Paul spent his boyhood. He graduated 
from the high school at Lamar, Colorado, and in 
1922-23 attended Kansas Agricultural and Me­
chanical College at Manhattan, Kansas. He then 
dropped his studies for some time until, in 1927, 
after several visits to the Colorado Museum of 
Natural History in Denver, a latent interest in 
both paleontology and archaeology was aroused. 
Rather characteristically, he went to the Direc­
tor of the Museum, told him that "all that stuff 
looked interesting," and asked if he could get 
a job after he had gone to a university to study 
paleontology and archaeology. Upon being as­
sured that there were jobs in those fields, he en­
tered the University of Denver and began his 
studies. 

During this period he was probably more in­
terested in paleontology than in archaeology. 
As no courses in paleontology were offered at 
the University of Denver, he majored in anthro­
pology. Paul worked part time at the Museum 
(now the Denver Natural History Museum) 
and became a close friend of the late Carl 
Schwachheim, one of the discoverers of the Fol-
som site and also a protege of Harold Cook. He 
worked with the Museum off and on from 1929 
to 1934 and excavated paleontological specimens 
in Colorado, New Mexico, and Oklahoma, as 
well as helping in the preparatorial department. 
In 1930 he was with the University of Denver 
archaeological survey of eastern Colorado and 
the following year was with the same institution 
on a survey of Wyoming. He received the A. B. 
degree from the University of Denver in 1930 
and a Master of Arts degree in 1931. 

In 1934 Beaubien joined the staff of the Na­
tional Park Service. He served both as Arche-
ologist (he excavated the Convento area at 
Tumacacori National Monument) and in an 
administrative capacity as Custodian of both 
Walnut Canyon and Saguaro National monu­
ments. From 1949 until his death, his position 
was Regional Archeologist in Omaha, where his 
principal concern was with the archaeological 
salvage program in the Missouri Basin. 

Paul was an exceptionally shy and retiring 
person who often hid his shyness under a 
brusque manner. He carried on only a few 
small excavations and, like many of us, suffered 
from a reluctance to write the results of his dig­
ging. What he did write, however, was clearly 
and forcibly stated. 

His wife, Lois Baldwin Beaubien, survived 
him only a short time. She had been in ill 
health for several years and died in her sleep 
during November, 1962. 
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