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Cover The remaining large patches of lowland forest in 
Tanintharyi, southern Myanmar, are the last global stronghold 
for the Endangered Gurney’s pitta. Except for a few individuals, 
the remaining population is now restricted to this forest. 
Recent surveys relocated the species in only a few of the locations 
where it was detected during 2003–2012; in all other locations 
the forest had been cleared. Protection of remaining lowland 
forest is now critical. Although the expansion of oil palm 
cultivation has slowed, two proposed national parks, which 
would potentially offer legal protection for most of the remaining 
Gurney’s pitta habitat, remain on hold because of political 
uncertainties. To save this bird from extinction an alternative 
conservation approach is required, based on an Indigenous 
Community Conserved Area model. For further details, see pp. 16–22. 
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