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The Story of the Odyssey 
Stephen V. Tracy 

Stephen Tracy offers a vivid, fast-paced narrative that serves 
as a reading guide to Homer's monumental epic. He not only 
provides translations of key passages and traces the evolution 
of major themes in the Odyssey, but also helps new readers to 
understand the artistry of one of the best tales ever told . 

Aimed at advanced readers as well, Tracy's work stresses an 
appreciation of how Homer has ordered his narrative, covering 
such topics as character interaction, family relationships, 
elements of poetic language, and the symbolic treatment of 
death, rebirth, growth, and knowledge. 

"Students especially should be able to draw a great deal 
of knowledge and literary understanding from [The Story of 
the 'Odyssey']." --Gregory Nagy, Harvard University 

Paper: $9.95 ISBN 0-691 -01494-9 Cloth: $29.95 ISBN 0-691-06855-0 

Man in the Middle Voice 
Name and Narration in the Odyssey 
John Peradotto 

John Peradotto concentrates on textual practices of 
naming and narrating in the Odyssey from a perspec-

tive that blends traditional philological with semiotic 
and narratological techniques. With terms drawn from 

Bakhtin's concept of "dialogism," the Odyssey's two 
voices are characterized as "centripetal" and "centrif-
ugal." As he examines the more audible, "centrifugal" 
voice, Peradotto shows how the poet's sense of power 

I 

over his material, represented in Odysseus' ability to 
narrate a fictitious world, creates a "character" of 
infinite variety. 

"This is a rich contribution, methodologically 
and interpretively." -Seth L. Schein, Queens College 
and The Graduate School, City University of New York 
Martin Classical Lectures 

Cloth: $24.95 ISBN 0-691-06830-5 
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language 
and literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the jour-
nal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly 
methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of 
its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the im-
plications of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, 
readable presentation. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words 
are not considered for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes trans-
lations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its 
contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek word-
ing free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article sub-
mitted is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Com-
mittee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the 
Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until 
a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, 
to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be addressed 
to the Editor of PMLA, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. An author’s name 
should not appear on the manuscript; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s name, 
address, and the title of the article, should accompany the article. Authors should 
not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such refer-
ences would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous work, 
for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for trans-
lations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as indepen-
dent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types of 
proposals are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not 
lost its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy 
event for a broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and 
potential influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous 
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with 
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended sum-
mary of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 
1,000 words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the 
essay if the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original. 
In addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the essay or to designate 
a translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word sample of the trans-
lation should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’-, 9,000-word limit. The 
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the trans-
lations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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