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Why have people in socialist China read and

written literary works? The Uses of Literature looks
broadly and empirically at the "uses" of literature
from the points of view of authors, editors, political
authorities, and several kinds of readers. Perry Link
considers texts ranging from elite "misty" poetry to
underground hand-copied volumes (shouchauben)
and shows in concrete detail how people who were
involved with literature sought to teach, learn,
enjoy, explore, debate, lead, control, and resist.
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ested in the literature of modern China or how cre-
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of the late imperial peri- F .̂

od. senior scholar F.W.
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sonal characteristics of

the rulers and dynasties

and probes the cultural

theme of Chinese adapta-

tions to recurrent alien

rule. No other work provides a similar synthesis: generational

events, personalities, and the spirit of the age combine to yield

a comprehensive history of the civilization, not isolated but

shaped by its relation to outsiders.
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